Hudak pulls surprise

hat it would be Progressive Conservative
| eader Iim Hudak who shot an arrow into my
cynical little heart is astounding.

Battered after years of the McGuinty gov-
emment’s broken promises (outright lies),
outrageously misguided spending and cavalier indiffer-
ence to accountability, my heart had hardened — never
again would it beat faster to any politician’s promise of
“real, positive change”. _,

We — myheart and | — were sadly resigned to never
again having hope in a political leader, to believing that a
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government could actually bring real change to our lives. mﬁ mmﬂ r:t b:::
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spin on his message and '

back off on controversial pol-
icies, such as right-to-work
legislation and increased
privatization, the freshly
endorsed party leader flatly
refused.

“The way | look at this is the problems are real and
they are deep,” he responded, "and | believe there is a
realization among the electorate that we have to take
themon.’

What? A politician is acknowledging voters have
brains?

“I'm not the kind of politician who is going to gloss
over the challenges that we face and then, after election
day, say, 'Oh my God. the cupboards are bare.” Every- -
body knows the cupboards are bare.”

What? Is Mr. Hudak actually trying to break time-
honoured traditions such as:

1) Make big, fat, audacious promises on campaign trail,
while chastising incumbents for big, fat, audacious spend-
ing record; 2) win election; 3) be outraged at size of deficit;
4) backtrack on big, fat, audacious promises, blaming for-
meT government for the need to raise taxes and cut servic-
es: 5) in final year of mandate, hand out big, fat, audacious
pre-election goodies; 6) if re-elected, worry about it then; if
tossed out, it's new government's problem?

While this isn't an endorsement of Mr. Hudak and his
party’s policies, I'm reluctantly heartened by his appar-
ent commitment to be transparent and accountable
— and to focus on the issues — rather than add to the
miasma of “vacuous policics™ that typically shadow the
campaign trail '

He is nght in saying our embattled province needs
“serious change”, whether you agree with him or not
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choice. People might drop the trash talk for legitimate,
respectful debate — even on social media.

Yes, I'm just being silly now, but | do know since York
Region Media Group launched its Big 5-0 civic engage-
ment project for the October 2014 municipal election,
many of you have told us you have no faith in politi-
cians. The dismally low voter tumout is ample evidence
of your disengagement.

While it's not fair to tarmish every politician with the
same brush — | know some good ones who are in it for
all the right reasons — you're telling us you're turmed
off by the self-serving antics. lack of accountability and
disrespect of your tax dollar that you see far too often.
Election campaigns only make it worse.

So, forgive me for having hope that more candidates
will commit to being honest with voters.

Be still my beating heart.
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CRANBERRY PECANPFPIE. ... ... $14.95

Cranberries add a nice tartness to the sweetness of
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