A place to stand, grow?

Give us a place to stand

And a place 1o grow

We call this land, Ontario

A place to stand, a place 1o grow
Ontani-ari-ari-o! |

(As found on youtube)

always used to roll my eyes when | saw an article
that started with song lyrics from, say, Pink Floyd,
the writer throwing in a mini editorial statement |}
from his favourite band ("We don't need no educa-
tion, we don't need no thought control,) before
an item headlined, New policies in Ontario education

questioned. -
But | couldnt help myselr |
this time writing about the
Places to Grow Act (I can fee) Brunch
your eyelids getting heavy),
that piece of legislation that Our |
has so much bearing on life - R a
here in York Region. -
Because this can be a bit be will be
:}23 hfavy subject, | thought Bemie O‘Nei_u the We will have a feature on my favourite soap
d put this old song from the To this week ... Carli Otive Oll Soep. | love
Ontario Pavilion at Expo 67 '

this because it leaves my skin so smooth
and fresh-smelling and | usc it as an
anti-aging agent. You would never belicve
that I'm actually a Senior, or would you?
Seriously, our customers really like this
soap, so give it a try if you're not totally
happy with your mirror image.
I-;d-il.”gbu.
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This week, it's 2 Kswartha Lakes Aged Goat
Cheese Cheddar - it’s rennct and -free
in its manufacture, and it’s delicous with some
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We'll have a feature price on 4 of the best

scliers of this line, and they are; Arvabblata,
Mavinars, Tomateo Basll and Vodka. This
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that we sang as kids in the 1970s into your head, while
| note a change in the Places to Grow Act that went
under the radar earlier this year.

Thanks to an amendment on May 29, growth targets
across Ontario have been ratcheted up.

In York Region, the target is now 1.59 million people
by 2031, instead of 1.5 milhon. |

Doesnt sound like a lot maybe, but that'’s another
90,000 people, an entire small Ontario city the size of
Peterborough or Kingston or Sudbury that we'll be
expected to fit into York Region, on top of the 400,000
already being planned for our region alone over the
next 18 years.

Except we won't be using up as much space as those
cities. We'll be jammed in pretty tight as officials look
to the "new urbanism” to do the long range official
-plans needed to meet this growth. Think condos, town- | abound. All of the above will be featured
houses, the bus. Jammed in or not, where are these new | this week at 99¢ cach, and in the case of
people supposed to go? That, | think is the key question | the tomatoes; 99¢ per Ib. (2.18 /kg if the
to which not everyone is going to like the answer. government guys arc reading this).

[For despite the Oak Ridges Moraine Act and green- i
belt legislation, it would seem some land not previously
zoned for residential development will need to be freed
up if these new targets are going to be met.

S0 whether it's a nearby farm field or local golf course
(or 10 golf courses) or even more pristine places that are
turned into subdivisions, something will have to give in
a region in a constant state of growth and change.

While there are many who weléome all the growth
and construction, as it means jobs, customers and ris-
ing house values, | can't help but think an unfair bur-
den is placed on 905 residents to accommodate growth.

Whether it’s loss of green space, new schools that
are already full, new roads already jammed, packed GO
trains, hours of commuting tacked on to your life that
people in Peterborough or Kingston or Sudbury don't
have to deal with, people in York more than do their part.

Why isn't more of this growth targeted at the smaller
centres? Why aren't more provincial government jobs
moved outside the major cities?

A provincial strategy that spreads the wealth should
definitely be part of the plan.

After all, as the song says. .

From western hills, -
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week’s specials are not only delicious, but also full of
vitamins and the healthy goodness of blucberries!
BLUEBERRKY PIES * §12.96

As always these are available with cither a lattice top
or streusel, freshly baked or frozen and unbaked.

customers and my kids.

Perfect for breakfast or afternoon snack! Our buttery
lemon loaf with blueherries baked in.
BLUEBERREY APFLE CRISPS - 511.95

From our freezer section, ready-to-bake. Generous
8"x5” foll pans filled with apples and blucbherrics,
topped with a buttery streusel. Just pop into your
oven at 350° for about an hour, and dessert is ready!

Tbhfmmm H’JIS. www. thevillagoprocer.com

Where the waters roar. '

Give o @ laod of veacs. __ SPECIALS IN EFFECT FROM THURSDAY TO CLOSING SUNDAY, SEPT. 15*
Where the free winds blow N Hours: Mon. ~ Fri. 8:00-8:00

And we will build Ontario R Sat. 8:00-6:00 ~ Sun. 9:00-6:00

A place to stand, a place to grow

(Ontari-ari-ari-o!

& §iE i F(®

Berrve (' Ned! 1s a York Region Media Group edtor




