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Back yard swim school

he Whitchurch
Stouftwille commuttee
of adjustment recenthy
rejected  an applica
non for a minor van
ance permitting a back vard swim
~Chool on Church Street

Despite several letters of e
ommendanon and a collection of
sinatures insupport. the commit
tee denied the school the opportu
nity to continue operating.

An appeal has been launched,
town officidls confirmed this week.

Andrea James has operated o
back vard swim school for six years
and has gamed a reputanon tor
offening challenging, personalyzed
lessons for all levels. In partcular
Mrs. James has a talent tor coax
ing skitiish sswimmers into the pool
and bullding conhdence with her
small group approach

lhe  issues  that  uluiimately
shut down the school began as o
complamt made by a resident of
(Church Street over noise and street
trathe concerns |

Objectively speaking, as one
who enjovs a large and private back
vard. | understand the potential for
nowe 1s a valid concern. Practicallhy
speaking, however. noise concerns
should not be attnbuted to the
operation of a swiam school

| owwn a pool. | frequenthly have
four or five children swimming in
it and | am certain that recreation
nme is far noisier than instruction
al ttime. As someone who pays for
back vard swim lessons | have seen
children receving instruction and
know it requures hsteming, dialoguc
and respect; there s simply no
excess noise dunng lessons

| would think my neighbour
hood 18 a pretty good test for nose
tolerance We live next to a newbaorn
and across the street from a senors
residence and have received no
complaints regarding noise dunng
instructional tmes or otherwse

lromcally. neighbours on oun
street have commented positively
when they hear children splash
ing in the pool It reminds them
that our histonc neighbourhood s
being shared by a new generation
of young famihes interested in pre
sening the small town sentiment
along with the century homes.

In reality, if one compares other
summer programs with Mrs. James’

deserves to stay afloat

Tracev Hardie

swamming s hool, there s more
noise to be tound on dry land
Outdoor summer camps gener-
ate a4 great deal ot noise, but no
one complams about the fact this
occurs four feet trom several down-
tomn vards. Bottom hine: a swimn
~ hool operating with a maximum
of five students 4t a tine generates
much less nose than recreatonal
SWIHMMING or other sumimer actinv-
nes mvohang children

| understand that in an effort 1o
negate the concerns of a minomty
of neghbours, Mrs. James request
¢d parents park away from Church
Street and retramn trom observing
lessons. Not a single parent was
unwilhng to comply to ensure the
continudation of the swim school.
Given My James close proxam
Hy to Mam Sreet, inviting parents
to peruse the downtown core for
30 munutes 1 would think s in the
towns best anterest, particularhy
dunng the summer Farmers” Mar
ket

Fhe swim school provided  a
Viable solution tor many working
parcents. [essons dunng the sum
mer at the Whitchurch-Stoufhalle
Lersure Centre are guite hamited.
There was only one viable time
slot tor my children thas vear. Ms
lames” school, on the other hand.
offered several opnons and parents
did not have to clamber tor a lesson
spot dunng 6 a m. regastration

It would be a shame to lose
this home based svaim school as
an altermative i tuture vears As
we push towards greater participa-
non i onvace actnaty an hght of the
upcoming clection, take a moment
to. consider where vou stand on
the issue of supporting small busi-
nesses 1n Whitchurch- Stouffalle
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Canada needs more
roundabouts

As | sat in my car at the
intersection of 16th Avenue

and the Don Cousens Park
way, wasting gas and spew-
INg smeg into the atmo-
sphere, [ thought: “This
would be the perfect spot
for a roundabout”

Why, | wondered, are York
Region, and indeed Ontano,
road engineers so loath to
use a design that has been
successfully used in Britain
and the rest of Europe for
vears?

Roundabouts have many
benefits. They ease traffic
low. hugely reduce injunes
as they eliminate left turns
and  wvirtually  elimmate
I-bone collisions. 'hey don'
tail when the power goes off.
I hey save money.

Consider the cost of buy-
ing and installing light stan-
dards, the lights themselves
and their uming mecha-
nisms, then providing hydro
and mamtenance — for-
ever.

Perhaps, | thought, Can-
ada doesnt have the space
to install them. But in some

Enghish villages the round-

about 1s just a painted aircle
in the nuddle of an intersec-

SORRKY HONELY

(

S

ITS FOR AGES 4TO 10, IM A LITTLE
) :FR THAN THAT . e g

'Sun-Tribune

6290 Main S5t

Stoufiville, ON. L4A 16/
wwWwW_ yOrKregion corm

non.

Perhaps Canadians are
too dumb to drnive around
a circle. But thousands visit
Europe every year, rent cars
and return home no worse
for the expernience.

Beats me.

STRATTON HOLLAND
MARKHAM

Minimum wages far
less south of border

Re: Groups rally for mini-
mum wage hike, Aug. 15

| have a question for
those who are proponents
of raising the minimum
wage in Ontano.

Do vou cross-border
shop in the United States 1o
save money because prices
are much lower there?

If you do. | hope vou can
look at yvourself in the mirror
when vou return.

| realize wages are no!
the only reason prices are

cheaperinthe LS, butitsa

large part of the issue.

bor vour informaton, the
minimum wage in New York
State is $7.25 per hour and
for Pennsyivania its $4.25

per hour.

JOHN KING
NEWMARKE]

- THAT GAME SAYS

S

Proposed pay hike
will cost us all

Re. Growups rally for mini
mum wage hike, Aug. 15

Small  businesses  are
already suftering while pay-
INE MINIMUIM wage.

Raise those wages and
many will fold; but most will
need to raise their Prices
accordingly, so evervone
suffers from higher pnc-
¢s.  Also consider the hard
worker who, after so many
yvears of dedicated service.
ﬁlmlh gets a raise to what
will soon be the new mini-
MUIM wage.

Only the government
looks at this scenano as
being normal because 1t s
not its money being spent.

Dont hke minimum
WAages?

Work even harder and/
or smarter. The last genera-
non Jovercame  minimum
wage by working maximum
hours; working 80 hours,
which doubles a 40-hour
weekly pavcheque. Sumple
math.

NO INCTEASe 1N CXPenses
to the business, so no need
(0 raise prices for evernyone
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