BY SANDRA BOLAN
sbolan@yrmg.com

What do you get when you cross badmin-
ton and ping pong with a whiffle ball?

Pickle ball of course.

Never heard of it? You're not alone, but you
might be in the near future.

T'here are close to 150 people ready to form
an official Whitchurch-Stouffville pickle ball
chub, according to avid pickle baller Dennis
Carter. And that i1s only after a month of can-
vassing plavers who drop into the Stouffville
Arena once a week for pick-up games.

“The numbers really look good. ... | was
quite surprised,” Mr. Carter said.

Right now, the only lined court for local
pickle ball is on Pad B of the Stouffville Arena.
However, as part of rehabilitating its three ten-
nis courts and adding a fourth one, town staft
will paint pickle ball lines on one of them as
well as install sleeves for four pickle ball nets
for dual use, according to a council report.

[own staff have also agreed to allow pickle
ballers to play on the outdoor rink in Vandorf.
However, there are no plans to paint any
playing surface lines on the pad, according to
Maria Schembri, spokesperson for the town,
who added she encourages the group to grow
as a club so established courts can be created.

“Theres nothing allocated in the budget
for it (in 2013). ... We are doing what we can
to accommodate their needs night now,” she
said.

Pickle ball was in- dcmand a few years ago.

SPORTS

The town accommodated the players by paint-
ing court lines on Stouffville Arena’s B pad. But
after one summer session of play, the pad did
not see any other pickle ball action until this
vear, according to a recent report.

The sport is back and more popular than
ever.

“Its a very addictive sport,” Mr. Carter
said.

Pickle ball was created in 1965 by American
congressmen Joel Pritchard, William Bell and
Barmey McCallum, who all came home from
a round of golf one day to find their children
bored. The fathers set out to create a game
to keep them busy throughout the summer,
according to pickleball.com

The men handed the children ping-pong
paddles and a whiffle ball, then lowered the
net on their badminton court.

Soon people were lowering their badmin-
ton court nets and making their own pickle
ball mddlm Rules were eventually created
and in 1972 pickle ball was officially incorpo-
rated. Today, the game is played around the
world.

T'he tennis courts are not the only playing
surfaces to get a face-lift this year. 'So too will
the Connell-Franklin Track by the Stouffville

Arena.
The courts and track were constructed
about 20 years ago and have not had any major

improvements made to them since then and

“have now reached the end of their life cycle”,
according to a recent council report.

Do you suffer from

Atopic dermatitis?
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* Itching skin

* Inflamed
skin

* Redness

* Dry Skin

Atopic dermatitis (also know as eczema) is a
scaly, nflammation of the skin. We are lookang for
pabents wiling to participate in a chinical research
study using a mvestgatonal drug to treat Atopic
* Moderate-to-severe Atopic dermatitis

* Approxamately 34 weeks long

* Approxamately 20 wisits to study centre
* Must be at least 18 years old

Put your skin care in the hands of a dermatologist
and help us learn more about Atopic dermatitis

If you or someone you know is interested in more
information about this study, please contact the

Lynde Centre for Dermatology

by calling us at gos-471-80o11
or by emailing susan@lynderma.com
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In order to make room for the fourth ten-
nis court, the long jump pit will be moved
between the soccer pitches and tennis courts,
adjacent the pathway, according to Ms

The project has a budget of $749,750. About
half (3371,250) of it will be funded through

Pickle ball’s growth included in track project

the Community Infrastructure Improvement
Fund grant the municipality received last
December. |

The work is expected to start today and be
completed in early October.

For more information on pickle ball, con-
tact Dennis Carter at 647-977-2373.

Need Help To Buy A Car?

Do you have past credit issues?
Did your car break down? Divorce?
Bankruptcy? New to the country?

Call Vu Trinh
The Credit Expert
647.221.7760 or
1.877.803.1775
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Save $1 on any
Dove® Body Wash

VALID ONLY AT m ’

Get your coupon at Save.ca
(while supphes last)
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