Homeless visitor prompts
food drive at golf course

When a homeless individual wan-
dered onto the Bushwood Golf Club
tairways earlier this year, it sent a mes
sage to Mary Evelyn

l'he managing director of the pub-
e course wanted 1o do something o
assist those 1in dire need.

Larher this month, bvelyn took the
mitiative by launching a chantable
project 1o raise money and food for
the homeless with the proceeds split
betweenthe MarkhamandWhitchurch
Stouftville food banks

[ he course 1s on Markhams Reesor
Road, just minutes south of Stoufiville

Customers who give non-perishable
food items or a donation of $2 during
the two-week drive that ends Sunday
willl recerve customer appreciation pric-
ing for a designated one-week period
when they play a round at Bushwood
Golt Clubs championship or executive
COUTrsSes.
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“When we had a homeless per-
son wander onto the course it really
brought home the issue to our family
and staff,” she said. “We realize there
are many people in our communities
that need help with food and this 1s an
opportunity to get our club and cus-
tomers involved

“"We discussed the needs of our com

munity with staff and felt this would

keep everyone engaged with assisting
with food during the summer, when
people tend to be on vacation and not
necessarily focused on the less advan-
taged in our local community.”

lo date they've raised $420 and have
two large containers full of food items.

By the end of the project date, Ms
Evelyn remained optimistic they can
double their current figures.

Citing their fundraising attempts
have gone well, she said they intend to
make this their annual project.

“Its been so well recetved by our
customers and staff,” she said.

' - Michael Hayakawa
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Farmers feel lost in urban shuffle

BY SANDRA BOLAN

'H"ll".ril”"-"' VIimig. . com

Farmers want their image improved and want
to know why today’s youth don't want to lend a
helping hand, according to Nirvana Champion.
the towns economic development officer.

"With rapid urbanization, the message of

agriculture and farming can get a little bit mud-
dled,” Ms Champion said.

Perhaps that is why todav’s youth don't want
to work on farms.

Finding part-time workers 1s one of the
issues York Region farmers noted to be prob-
lematic earlier this year, during conversations
with the not-for-profit Workforce Planning
Board of York Region and Bradford West Gwil-
limbury, according to the town’s July report to
council.

“The work 1snt of interest to them,” Ms
Champion said of youngsters and farming. “It 1s
a general trend. Kids are attracted to the bright
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‘We dont really understand what the youth
of today are looking for,” she said

Along with helping ensure farming remains a
key local industry, the municipality has stream-
lined some of its new business processes, as a
way to help grow the commercial sector

Business owners who scope out and find
potentiallocations withinWhitchurch-Stoufiville
to set up shop will no longer be shuttled from the
economic development department to plan
ning. Activities within economic development,
pertaining to new business, are now under the
planning department, according to Ms Cham
plon.

“Things werent terrible. . We had some busi-
nesses come in. We always want to strive tor bet
ter levels of services,” she said, noting the shitt

WAS proactive, not reactive

A study on what the municipality 18 actu
ally doing to attract businesses to Whitchurch
Stouffville will come to council in September

THE CHESTERFIELD SHOP
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flyer in selected copies of today’s paper,

at 17940Y|onge5treet, Newmarket or see it at:
www.thechesterfieldshop.com

chesterfield shop
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Your Leather Suptrt!nrc & More

All locations: (416) 667-1150
LEATHERS T Go" Express Next Day LocaL Derivery
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N Four free refreshing & cool
%4 cvents you re going to
LOVE this summer!

FOR THE LOVE OF FUN, FAMILY & WATER
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THE FLOATING WATER FESTIVALS

(CDAND DDITT7TE
$1. OOOCash

rom Yamaha worth $1000

| Perform atthe Hoedown Sept 14"
y $;—

PLUS winag

uttar ol vour choio

July 23 - August 17
www.splashtestival.ca

THEYAUGI-MNCIHZEN an s Best Fnend Sﬁow

Admission is FREE and open
wﬂn'umdpnbhc
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