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OPINION

Our rural-urban split still haunting residents

e've been asking
you about this
place we all call
home.

Do you vote?
Would you recog-
nize your local councillor and
our mayor in a police line-up?
Could you find the municipal
offices without using your navi-
gation system?

It's all part of our Big 5-0 elec-
ton project. Check out the sto-
nes and videos at yorkregion
com

We're hoping to get you think-
ing about municipal politics
Especially the 50-per-cent plus
of you wﬁo would probably pick

OﬁTheTop

with Jim Mason

over voting locally

You told us some of the big-
gest municipal issues that atfect
vour life

Many spoke of the loss of our
small-town charm, thanks to liv
INg 1n one of the tastest-growing
small towns in Canada

Some of vou resurrected the
redevelopment of Memonal
Park, a ship that has nearly fully
salled.

Trathic, something we once
joked about here in the former
village, 1s no laughing matter

dental surgery, optional colonos
copies and extended jury duty

with you.

COMING UP: Storm hurt 2012 event

Charity ride hopes for
bounce-back year

BY SANDRA BOLAN

sholane'yrmg com

A storm kept riders away last year.
Hopetully Mother Nature wont be so
surly Aug. 4.

I'hat 1s when the seventh annual Al
{umphrey Memonal Ride takes place.

Since 2007, the event has raised
$111,000 for vanous chantes.

“That’s not to be sneezed at,” said
Norma Humphrey, event founder and
chairperson.

“I'or what we are offering to the eques-
trians and what we're giving to the chari-
ties, we're doing very well,” she said.

Mrs. Humphrey started the nde in
memory of her husband Al, who was an
avid nder and loved to take others out on
the trails. He died from prestate cancer
In 2006

“I think he would be amazed how peo-
ple are supporting it.” his widow said

Local resident Susan Caldwell never
met Mr. Humphrey, but has taken part
in the ride five of the previous six years
and she plans on doing it again next
month “because its in my neighbour-
hood 1 strongly likg to support things
locally.”

I'he event also enables Ms Caldwell, a
western riding instructor. the opportuni
ty to get deep into the York Region Horest
without getting lost, thanks to event-day
markers.

I'here is more to the 25K nde than a
marked trail.

I'here is coffee and breakfast in the
moming, a lunch stop and post-ride bar-
becue, complete with entertainment

“We neighbours like to do stuff like
that.,” Ms Caldwell said

[he barbecue 1s open to the entire

community. The cost 1s $10. You just
need to purchase tickets prior to the day
of the nde. -

['he event hasn't changed much over
the years

But what is different i1s the minimum
pledge amount. Last vear it was bumped
up to $150. This year, its down to $50
because 1t was too high and discouraged
nders from taking part, according to Mrs.
Humphrey.

“The one out-balanced the other,” she
said.

lLast vears chantues — Make-a-Wish
(Canada and the Markham Stouffville
Hospital's palhiative care unit each
received $9,000 despite participation
from only 40 of the almost 100 registered
nders.

"It was a big drop and big disappoint-
ment,” she said. noting it was the first
tme the event has been marred by bad
weather.

All those who did not ride were asked
to send in their donations so they could
be passed on to the chanties. Mrs. Hum-
phrey said only one person did it

[his vears channes are Make-a-Wish
and Windreach Farm oundation, which
helps people with intellectual and physi-
cal disabihties acquire hands-on farm
and stable-related expenences

“They blow your mind,” Mrs. Hum
phrey saxd of the Durham operation.

Registration is $50 until July 28, then
$70 unul Aug. 3 Registrations are not
accepted on the day of the nde

For more mformabon and 0 regster. g0 10 www
AhumpPhreymemonaindge Som

‘This ain't Hooterville or May-
berry any longer, folks
And there’s no turning the clock

back or turning oft the Big Pipe, the
sewage hine from the south that
accommodated all this growth.

But the big issue that's hit
home with me is our unnatural
urban-rural split

When | started working here
in 1982 and glance at the map
of Whitchurch-Stouffville, | hon
estly thought it was a bad joke.

Who would construct a
municipality with the centre
of government, recreation and
commegce in one corner?

I'he Ontano government,
that’s who. during its controver-
sial frenzy of municipal amalga-
mations more than 40 years ago.

Their handiwork continues to

play havoc with us today. Resi
dents with Newmarket or Mount
Albert addresses and phone
numbers say their only connec
tion to this munmcipality 1s their
payment of taxes.

I'hey shop, recreate and wor
ship in nearby  Newmarket
Aurora and Uxbridge

Pity the rural councillor who
has to explain to his or her con-
stituents why the new parks,
schools, trails and other facilities
are being built in Stouffville.

- Because geographically., 1t
makes no sense.

Mm Mason s egrtor of The Sun Tnbune
Follow hem on Iwitter @stouffedrtor
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Susan Caldwell and her quarterhorse Tia will take part in the Al Humphrey Memorial Ride in
the York Region Forest next month. You can take part even if you don’t nide a horse.




