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Editorial

INSUE: Thanks to labour
troubles, this was not a normal
school year in York Region.

his i1s one of the best
days in any voung
persons life.

The same goes for
teachers.

For most, the last official day
of school signals advancement.

And. in the short run. 1t
means nine weeks of umnter
rupted vacation.

Sadly, we couldnt say the
same about the school vear
itself. ,

Unless vour child auended
school in the Roman Catholic
system or went to a private insti-
tution, you learned the defini-
tion of the word “unpredictable’
in 2012-13.

There were cancelled winter
sports teams and clubs. Working
parents had to, often at the last
minute, make arrangements for
child care when school wasn
an option ..

There were nasty letters to
the editor from hoth <ides< of the
debate.

Some students are leaving
school — and pethaps graduat-
ing altogether — this week with
a sour taste in their mouths.
What about that basketball sea-
son that wasn't or the favounte
club that never met?

This isn't new to York Region
or ntano.

An all-out public teachers
strike from the 1970s here is still
referenced. There have been
work disruptions 1in our Catholic
board, as well.

It brings back the age-old
question: Should teachers have
the night to strike? Is teaching an
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Would new model work
In our school system?

essental service?

There are other questions.

Should teachers be expected
to volunteer after school hours?

Many do, and we thank them
for that.

But what of their union
brethren who are the last in the
parking lot before the school
day begins and the first to leave
when it's over?

Should we look at more of a
United States model where teach-
ers are often compensated for
coaching?

Some students are
leaving school — and
perhaps ¢raduating

altogether — this week
with a sour taste in
their mouths. What
about that basketball
season that wasn't or the
favourite club that never

mets

lets all take a two-month
breather and hope for smoother
labour relations in our futures
- likely with another party in
power at Queens Park.
[t's the least we owe to our
children. To our future.
Ihey've been introduced to
the dark side of labour relations
far too carly in hfe.

BOTTOM LINE: We owe our

children a better expenience than
they received this vear.

Is there an issue about which you are passionate?
You could be a Saturday Forum contributor and
get the chance to have your piece published along

with your name and headshot. E-mail your 450-word

submission to jmason@yrmg.com
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STOUFFVILLE SAYS/SANDRA BOLAN

Whitchurch-Stouftville's biggest party, the Strawberry Festival, is on
this week. What event would you recommend to first-timers?
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ARLENE HEYWOOD

“The Lons barbecue 1S a for-sure

thing We wish they would have

the (vendor) booths in the centre

of the street”
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VANESSA ANGELESK]

“The dfferent vendors, the
bands, just the entire expen-

ence.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

McGuinty messes will
take years to correct

Re: Boards scramble as
sick days expire. June 15.

We are being told teach-
ers are cashing in sick days
this spring because they
are no longer able to bank
them.

That s partally true.

Many teachers are upset
with the cuts to their con-
tracts from Bill 115 and are
using up their sick days in
response.

l[eachers had 20 sick
davs a vear for many vears.
On average, they used six.

With the new legisla-
tion., they have 11 sick
davs per vear. The average
number used will go up a
bit in response to the con-
tract cuts and as a form of
protest by some teachers.

[ here are other reasons
for an increase in the num-
ber of supply teacher davs
being used this spnng.

Bill 115 also brought
other informal protests by
teachers, as some chose to
cut back on the extra things
they did protessionally and
tor their students

I'h)s  included  fewer
extracurncular programs,
no training workshops and

HAVE YOUR SAY,
STOUFFVILLE

» What do you think of
these ssues or any others’
E-mail jmason@yrmg.com

other decreases in extra
services.

Now that the govern-
ment has removed Bill 115
and taken steps to honour
the negotiation process,
programs, activities and
workshops have shifted
into high gear.

leachers are doing a
lot to make up for some of
what happened in the fall
and winter.

'hat means more sup-
ply teacher days as extra-
curriculars are compressed
into a shorter timeframe

Another thing needs to
be noted: the McGuinty
government was tryving to
save money by messing
with contracts.

l'hey tried to decrease
the number of sick days
for teachers, but they
have actuallyv increased
the number starting next
yvear

"1 aways buy a bag of (Reesor's
peas) and aat them while | walk

along the stireet. And seeng every-
body you dont see for a long time”

Using some creative
math, teachers will be
able to use more than
20 days next year under
the imposed agreements.

McGuinty's government
has left messes in educa-
tion that will take years to
correct and result in many
students placed in less
than great learning enwvi-
ronments.

Teachers are doing
a lot to make up
for some of what

happened in the fall

and winter

Most students are now
in split grade classrooms
caused by inflexible class
size laws, messed up con:
tracts and flip-flopping
support from government
has resulted in jaded work-
ers and a poorly imple-
mented all-dav kindergar-
ten program has wasted
time and money.. . another
great legacy for the provin:
cial government.

TOM NOLSON
MARKHAM




