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Its oo early to sayv for certain, but vou
dy pay or lees HIIIHP-{*H 0N DUSINESSEeS as
part of Metrolinx s transportation investmen!
SUrdlegy

However, reducing the tratfic on our roads
will save tamilies in other ways, University ot
loronto protessor and Instituté on Municipal
Finance and Governance director Eid Slack
sand

In 1ts report to the provinee, the board of
Metroliny reccommended a Greater loron
to and Hamilton Area-specific |-per-cent
increase to the HS 1 expected to bring in $1 .3
bilhon per vear, a five-cent-per-htre tuel tax,
anticipated to generate $330 milhon annually,
a commercial parking levy. estuimated 1o raise
$350 muhon per vear and new development
charges to raise the $2 ballion annually

[he provincee says it will need the money
to expand the regions transit system and alle
vidte congestion.

Metrolinx also proposed establishing high
occupancy toll lanes, pay parking at transit
stations and a land-value capture system to

advance Metrolinx's various policy goals.
Ihe proposed commercial parking lewvy

“has a number of shopping centres concerned.

Vaughan Mills mall general manager Stephen
Gascoine said. _

I'he Metrolinx report recommends an
average parking levy of about 25 cents per
space, per day, but Mr. Gascoine said he has
reason to behieve the daily charge to his mall
could be up to $1 for each of the facility's
6,500 spots.

“It's quite significant,” he said. “We're
opposed to it from our perspective as a
shopping centre, as are our sister shopping

centres.

Mun :],Mi ZO1Y doesiit AT \ JH;JI.H:
Mills and many other centres 1o Charge for
parking in theu lots, so that really only leaves
one way to pay the parking tee and that’s
increasing the tenants rent. M
sand

While individual busimesses will find thedr
own ways to deal with the added cost, most
will be left deciding between upping thei
prices to maintain profit margims or cutting
costs, such as staffing, he said

Vancouvers transportation agency. Irans
Link, implemented a4 parking levy several
vears ago. which was decried by the busi
ness community and later replaced, he said,
explaimimg his critcisms of the proposal are
not meant to detract trom the Hnportance of
umproving the transportation system in the
GIHA

In any case. 1if retall businesses chose to
pass along increased costs, it means Ontar
lans would ultimately be paving more than
the $477 per year Metrolinx imtially suggested
IN its report tor a tamily with one cat

\ two-car tamily would pay $977 extra per
vear, the agency said
~ CAA South Central Ontario pointed out
many of the tools proposed could easily be
passed on to consumers

[he good news is not all businesses will
necessarily elect 1o pass along the additional
costs, Ms Slack said, adding it all depends on
the company.

Moreover, any additional costs should be
werghed against the potential savings, eco-
nomic benefits and reduction in traffic con
gestion, which Metrolinx estimates is costing
the average family $1,600 annually, she said.

“There are also a lot of benefits to having

LSO

a good transi Ms Slack said. " The

reality s that it we don't pay tor it, we're not
LOINE 1O et

Regardless. neither the one-per-cent HST
hike nor the tive cent fuel tax increase are
very likely to have profound impacts on peo
ples hves or the economy, Ms Slack sad

\t the margins they will, but not in other
cases! she said. "Will it cause people to cross
the border 1o save a couple of cents? It may,
but | dont thunk that will be significant

‘Lither way, we need 1o get on with it
because 1ts going to take $2 bilion to improve
the transportation system in the region

[he transit and transportation system in
the GTHA 15 in dire need of improvement,
Markham Board of Trade president and CEO
Richard Cunnimgham agreed

Opinion on the measures proposed seems
predictably mixed. he said, while also stress-
g the importance of making up for decades
of inaction on the transit file.

ievond that, he also called for the creation
of an auditor 1o ensure any moneyv raised
through new revenue tools ends up where it's
meant to

“No one hkes new taxes and probably none
Of these are going to be favourably received,”
he said. noting someone hasYo do something
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to tackle congestion in the area. “The trouble,

Is were way behind where we should be on
transit, so we 've got to get caught up.”

I'he mostsignificant segment of Metrolinx s
proposed investment strategy, the 1-per-cent
HST increase, may have already hit a snag,
given that tederal Conservative Finance Min-
ister Jim Flaherty has wrnitten a letter inform
ing his provincial counterpan, Ontano Lib-
eral Chares Sousa, that the agreement the
province Hi;llll‘il to authorze the merger Of
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portation plan will be benefit: professor

the PST and (.51 doesnt allow for regnonal
variations in the provincial share

Mr. Flaherty turther told Mr. Sousa
while provincial tax policy is ulumately the
provincial governments prerogative, the
federal government does not support tax
Increases on Canadians, noting the federal
government cut the GST by two per cent

‘I behieve Ontanans pay cnough taxes
and governments at all levels and ot all
political stripes should be looking for ways
o operate more ethaently, mvest more
strategically and work 1o keep the tax bur-
den low.” Mr. Flaherty said.

As a4 Whiby resident and Minister
Responsible for the GTA, Mr. Flaherty wrote
he is aware of the need (o invest in trans-
portation intrastructure and the challenges
now facing commuters.

However, finding efficiencies in govern-
ment and public-private partnerships are a
better alternative to new taxes and fees, he
said, citing the dedication of $70 billion for
infrastructure over the next decade in the
2013 budget as evidence the federal govern
ment is part of the solution.

The recommendations adopted bv the
Metrolinx board last week are just that ree

ommendartions, stressed Mr. Sousa'’s press
secretary Susie Heath.

I'he province isn't going to proceed with
any of the agency’s suggestions until it has
an opportunity to contact Ontano residents
and other stakeholders, she said

I'he province has repeatedly asked the
federal government to come to the table
through a national transit strategy, given
the negative economic, social and enwvi-
ronmental impacts of GTHA congestion,
she said.
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