York hosts first
country music awards

BY AMANDA PERSICO
m;ki"bm.ctrm

Monday was a night of firsts with
the inaugural Country Music Asso-
ciation of Ontario awards. |

The sold-out event took place at
the Flato Markham Theatre and was
hosted by Canadian country music
k-gt'nd( ‘harlie Major.

“There is a lot of talent out there
he said. "And a lot of those are from
nght here in Ontano.”

The night's first award went to
Marylynne and Brad Stella of the Stel-
las for best group or duo of the year.

The Whitby couple has written
and sang country-pop songs for
more than 15 years and toured with
the likes of Johnny Reid and Terri
Clark.

The duo recently signed on to
tour with the Zac Brown Band this
summer.

“This is incredible.” the mother
of two said.

Backstage, the winning jitters
didnt die down, either.

“When | heard our name, | was
like, ‘'What?,” she said. “I'm stull
shocked. This is the coolest prize.
Its a piece of history. The very first
CMAO award, | still cant believe 1t.”

The award is a silver star hoisted
on a platform.

And 1t is fitting the Stellas took
home the accolade, since stella is
ltalian for star, she added.

Prior to accepting the award, the
pair was backstage rehearsing their
lines as presenters for an award later
in the show.

“They called our name and | was
ready to present the award to some-
one else.

The duo releases their next single
this summer with a new album to
follow in the fall.

It was the Good Brothers of Rich-
mond Hill and Newmarket who pre-

» thoprtmgh.cnmtnmlfmist
of winners.

sented the first prize of the night.

“We are the first cowboy hats on
stage tonight,” said Bruce Good, who
is also the association board’s sec-
“ond vice-president, adding it was an
honour to present the first award.

The association started several
vears ago and the awards took about
a years worth of work, Mr. Good

'he inaugural ceremony awarded
artists, albums and songs between
2009 and 2012.

"I woke up for the first time In
weeks with nothing to do,” he said.
“The board has worked so hard. An
awards cerermmony is definitely in the
cards for next year.”

Mr. Good, along with his twin
brother, Brian, and younger broth-
er. Larry, have been on the country
music scene for more than 40 years.

I'he packed theatre was privy
0 a lineup of talented performers
including Deric Ruttan, Michelle
Wright, Jason Blaine, Charlie Major,
Small lown Pistols, Kira Isabella as
well as special performances from
Greg Keelor of Blue Rodeo together
with Travis Good of the Sadies’ and
the Good Brothers.

“This show is about provincial
pride,” Mr. Good said. “Many people
think the heart of Canadian country
music is Calgary or Edmonton, but
a lot of new talent is coming out of
Ontano. We have a hat full of artists,
here.”

Over the past several vears, the
association has established outreach
programs for Ontario country sing-
ers and songwriters, hosted country
music panels featuring agents and
producers, and hosted demo-ramas,
where artists are professionally cri-
tiqued on their demo tapes.
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