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Consider suffering casinos cause

n my years of pastoral min-
Istry as pnest and bishop, |
have become sadly aware
of the gnevous sufferning
expenenced by individuals
and families because of gambling
dependence.

We are now engaged in debat
ing a plan tor a major new casino
in the GIA. Although thus debate
did concern Toronto, many of
the other proposed sites, includ
ing some in York Regnon, are also
within our archdiocese. This is an
appropnate nme for each of us o

reflect upon the eftects of gam
bling in our community

In recent years. governments
have more and more used gani-
bling 1o IncCrease tax revenue,
proposing as well that gambling
benefits the economy.

[t 1s understandable govern
ments are tempted by the pros
pect of what seems to be an easy
way to do that

E-ven if there were significant
long-term economic benefits,
however, and that is far from clear,
the establishment of a new casino
will have a negative social impact
that outweighs such benefits

It 1s sometimes argued vet
another casino could be a source
of employment and would
attract vasitors and tounsts. That
approach is short-sighted.

| am particularty concerned
mamages and famihes will be hun
or even destroyed through greater
ease of access to gambling through
the construction of vet another
large casino

I'he health of tamihes s a
constant concern of our Catholic
Family Services and of Catholi
(Chantues mémber agencwes. In owr
panshes, we directly deal with the
sufferning that gambhing addicnon
causes to indivduals and famihes
We are concerned by the expan-
ston of the capacity to harm

lacensed gambling 1s unden-
ably legal and. in fact. is being
heavily promoted by the govern
ment. In view of the suffenng
gambling can cause. however,
it 1s important to consider what
hght both our Chnsuan faith and
reason shed on the moral 1ssues
related to it

Occasional and small-scale
gambling can be a legitimate form
of entertainment and 1s not inher
ently enl
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(ardinal Thomas Collins

[he Catechisim of the Catholic
Church states games of chance
Or wagers are not in themselves
contrary to justice, but become
morally unacceptable when thesc
activities deprive people of what
15 necessary o provide for then
needs and these of others

Iat, unfortunately, 1s what
happens far too often.

I'he Catechism also notes the
power of gambling to enslave.

Individuals, the government
and chantable organizations as
well can become enslaved by the
lure of easy gambhng revenue and
that is clearly not healthy

Gambhing i1s inherently based
on itllusion — on promoung the
fantasy, paricularty artractive to
the most vulnerable and most
desperate, that 1t 1s an easy way
to provide a quick solution to the
financial problems that they face.
I'hat s a cruel itllusion and 1t 1s
not wholesome for governments
to promote it, especially through
extensive adverusing.

It 1s sometimes sad should
anvone become addicted, gam-
bling’s proceeds can be used to
treat their addiction.

Apart from the fact this is rather
dubious logac, as it makes more
sense not to cause the problem in
the first place. problem gambling
Is a senous public health concem
I'here 1s evadence a significant
amount of revenue 1s denved trom
the people most vulnerable to
pambling

When gambling s so exten:
sively available and aggressiveh
promoted. 1t 1s also difficult to pro
tect young people from viewing
it as a worthwhile activity, whose
negative effects are masked.

Caromnal Thomas Colns, the Archbashop
of Toronto, was appomnted o the College of
Cartnals st year Thes 5 an edvted verson
of hie lafter o the archdsocese of ovonto View
A lettey 3t www arthioronto o/ gaming
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Teacher critics should
look at this school

Although 1 probably
wont gain many fans with
my letter, the wonder-
ful thing about an opin-
ion piece is the fact | may
speak my mind without
hesitation.

| realize many people
feel teachers are overpaid,
that they get ample time off
(summers, sick days etc.)
and at one ume |, too, may
have shared this opinion.

Now. however, as the
parent of two children, aged
5 and 6. | hold teachers in a
“class” of their own.

Perhaps it is my personal
expernience as a result of the
s hool they attend.

Since thedall of 2011, my
kids have been enrolled at
Harrv Bowes Public School

| have nothing but praise
for this school and its teach-

YOU CANT PLAY WiTH THE BOYS
HONEY - - - THEY'RE TOO ROUGH |
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ers and stafi.

My childrens individual
teachers genuinely care
about their well-being, both
academically and physically,
going so far as to give extra
help when needed along
with — sometimes — much
needed confidence.

[hese qualites have

transformed my children
Stu- -

into  well-rounded
dents who enjoy attending
school.

In fact, if | had my way,
these two teachers would
climb the grades, as my kids

do, alongside them.

If and when there are
concemns, they have always
been addressed quickly and
efficiently by the staff.

In a town growing as
rapidly as Stouffville is, it's
heartwarming that the prin-
cipal can remember almost
every students name on
sight. If that doesnt give
the feeling of rural charm, |
don't know what does.

As | said, perhaps | am
slightly biased but if every’
public school operated the
way Harry Bowes does,
I doubt there would be as
much to be said for teach-

ers salaries and union
expectatons.

Really, can one put a
price on our childrens edu-
cation/educators?

| can - priceless.

KRISTEN PAYNE
STOUFFVILLE

WHAT IF I FIND A

SMOQTH ONE?

Is there an issue about which you are passionate?
You could be a Saturday Forum contributor and get

the chance to have your piece published along with
your name and headshot. E-mail your 450-word sub-

mission to jmason@yrmg.com




