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ccording to Statistics
Canada, Canadian
homes now have more
Internet-connected
devices than they do
people

We now have PCs, laptops.
tablets, smart phones and more to
keep us connected to the web and
all that it has to offer

Through these devices, we
can instantly research anything in
which we have an interest, watch a
TV show we mav have missed . pay
our bills from the comfort of our
kitchen table and talk to and see
loved ones anywhere in the world

The Internet has dramantically

. changed the way we live and work.

- Why then are we sull forced to
take precious ume from our busy
days to physically line up and
register to vote for our elected rep-
resentatuves’

According to the York Region
Media Group and its website,

vorkregion.com, voter turnout is
dismal.

Armvone under the age of X)
arguably Inves and works

im a totally connected busy
world. They need to be able
(o vote for the candudate of
therr chowce i a corverient

arud ethaent manner

Municipal elections consistent:
ty lure just more than one third of
York's ehgble voters off the couch
compared to 58 .4 per cent in the
last federal election

In York Reggon'’s 2010 municipal
clecnons, voter turmout ranged
from a low of 28.8 per cent in
Richmond Hill to a high of 49 9 per
centin Ning lownship

[lumout was 45 per cent i
Whitchurch-Stoufhalle,

NOwW, our town is better than
Most in getting out the vote but we
can do a great deal better It just
takes a different approach

There are still a great number of
people who prefer the old, get out

to the polls and vote system. We
need to respect that

However, we also need to tran

Online voting would increase
town election participation
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sition to online voting. Anyone
under the age of 50 arguably lives
and works 1n a totally connected
busyv world. They need to be able
to vote tor the candidate of their
choice in a convenient and effi-
clent manner.

| would hazard to guess if we
were to offer online voting, par
ucipaton would increase dramat-
cally.

lo enable online voting, the
rules need to be changed. Our
Municipal government represen-
tatives need to approve online
voting and then the provincial
government needs to approve it

['he first step in this process
1s you, the voter, need to make
vour desire to vote online known
0 vour municipal representatives

Although rare in Canada, a ref-
erendum on this 1ssue should be
held. A referendum or a vote on a
ballot question is a direct vote in
which an entire electorate 18 asked
to erither aceept or reject a particu-
lar proposal

Our next municipal election is
only 17 months down the road We
need to get involved now

We need to let our elected rep
resentatives know that it 1s time to
move forward and put a referen-
dum for online vouing on the bal-
lot. This can be accomplished for
the 2014 election

I we are successtul in getung it
on the ballot and the referendum
passes, it will then be up to the
province to approve it. The provin
c1al elecnon s scheduled for (Ot

L2015 The umuing could work out

very tavourably

frank vn Wwen < 3 member of The
Sun Tnbunes Communiy Links panel, which
hopes to ncraase voling m the 2014 mumo
pal electhon n Whitchurch-Stoufvile. I youre
nevested n onng the paned. e mal eclior

Jrm Mason at ymason@yrmg.com

Let’s build something
we're all proud of

Re:  Developer, resi-
dents, still cant agree on
condo building; Maybe we
should keep PACE Gera-
nwum, April 5.

I'here’s no denying that
we would all hike to see a
more vibrant downtown.
And there’s no denying that
we need a shot of some-
thing to help do that.

The PACE Geranium
development propsed for
Main and Lloyd streets

could be that healthy dose. |

A condo development
would bring many new
people into what was once
our core. And with this
would come more and
varied businesses to help
them walk, shop and eat in
the area. -

I'hat would be great for
the economy and for the
character of our town.

While it's understand-
able neighbouring busi-
nesses and residents have
their concerns, we have to
ask ourselves what happens
If we continue to oppose
such projects because they
don't meet our esthetics or
because we want the traffic
to go elsewhere instead of
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in our neighbourhood.

Appearances are a valid
concern. However, mainte-
nance should be more of a
concern.

| see lots of historical
homes and buildings along
our Main Street that instead
of adding to the character
of our town are an embar-
rassment through lack of
care, upkeep and vacancy.

[ see lots of
historwcal homes and
baldings along our
Mam Street that
instead of adding
to the character of
our town are an

embarrassment
through lack of care,
upkeep and vacancy.

Iraffic is another. But
wouldnt a development
such as this help attract
businesses and profession-
als into the area so people
could walk instead of drive
everywhere? And wouldn't
it entice drive-by traffic
to stop and have a look at

MOTHERS
OPECIALS

what our community has
to offer?

Lets ask ourselves if we
really want the SmanCen-
tre to become the centre
of our community just as it
has in so many other small
towns. If we continue to
fight developments such as
PACE Geranium that may
be our fate.

What PACE Geranium
should realize is that we
want a development of
which we can be proud.

We all understand.it has
to be economically viable.
However big doesih't have
to be the answer.

Lets make this a4 project
people want and will pay
to hive in. Lets add value
not size and, | believe, both
vou, PACE Geranium, and
the community will reap
the rewards.

Let’s work together and
pace ourselves to revitalize
our downtown.

Hoping to continue
being proud business
owner and resident of
Stouffville's downtown

CHARLOTTE CAVE
\TOUFFVILLE

el uS how you feed Send a letter
to the eartor to ymason@yrmg com
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