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Hold adults responsible

solated.
Helpless - We'll start with Proscuitto on Focsadla, with mmbummmw'-m
Frustrated. (AGAIN!) bocconcinl slices, tomatoes, baby Mﬂn pasta for years, tortellinis, noodles and even some

¢

These words describe the feelings not only of the This is the sscond week of our
victims of bullies, but their families.
“We did everything we could,” said Glen Canning This city is peetty ncat with the best of Italian

father of Rehtaeh Parsons, “but we were drowning, We felt | Seaerants aad some ”:'ﬂq-:‘-;-hc

helpless.” amazing

After meeting with Prime Minister Stephen Harper this :,:mﬁ':. *‘- : :
week, he spoke of the family’s turmoil with their bid to get Chops, an item that we have promoted in the
help and justice for their 17-year-old daughter. past to great reviews. We will do so again this |

The nations attention has been drawn to the tragic | weeck and if you find that the weckend weather | goup,
happening in Nova Scotia, where Rehtaeh took her life | tarms
this month following an alleged rape and online harass-
ment that included posting photographs of the assault.
Her tragedy, and her family’s pain and isolation, sadly,
IS NOt UNCOMMON ACTOSS OUr
country.

In York Region, over the
last two decades, |'ve spoken
to many desperate parents
whose children were being
bullied at school. Hitting brick
‘wall after wall, they reach out
to media as a last resort.

| recall every one of those
heart-breaking stories.

Like the Georgina teen
who went to school every day doaked in ll‘l\"l.'s-lbl.llt)' sur-
rounded by silence, thanks to the edict of a group of mean
girls who promised to similarly ostracize anyone who
talked to her

Like the Richmond Hill boy who was mercilessly deni-
grated in the dassroom — even in a teacher’s presence —

pesto mayo. It will be §7.99,

'| of their prepared items, but no matter how small
— OR - Genoa Salami on Foccacla with roasted

owr ovrder is, Tomy, the owner, always tucks in 2
lasagna — and not the small one — for my lttle
girl’s dinner. She and 1 love it with more noodies
and less sauce and that’s what we'll have this
week. Their little factory is in Richmond Hill,
just south of Elgin Mills and we've known Tony
to handie their truly home-cooked products. By
the time you read this, our new display counter

There are two schools of with this salami. The first is thin sliced, with lots

of
on an Italian bun with ... almost The other is a very much thicker 1/§
slice and you just nosh — using your hands and living Neanderthal style. | can
do cither very well; it’s a mood thing. We'll have both Genoa and Calabrese OFF

| Salami, hot or mild. Eat up!
- WHAT’S

[ )ebo_ra Kelly

Scems like there was an outcry last week because
thnm‘tquchﬂnhﬁydh

and physically intimidated on the playground. - the newspaper. We apologizc and promise not to
Karen Sebben contacted us when her son was in the | What? I can see that you are pusaled ... but fiear not, that again! We arc having especially wonderful
midst of years of verbal abuse by a group of boys at his | they are amasing. I can cat these by the armfiul. Baked bakery items on special this week ..

Newmarket high school. His marks dropped, he became | might not be the best but they are dried |
depressed, he cut himself and attempted suicide. h-mﬂﬁﬂhﬁcm“m

Daniel, ultimately, was saved, but Mrs. Sebben never '“"-."Mq

LIMONCELLO MOUSSE CAKES - Lemon
mouss¢ made with Limoncello liqueur, lemon
oil and fresh lemon juice and zest, layered with
light white cake and diced strawberries, topped

forgot the feeling of “utter isolation” she faced dealing with | Pt — they are "'"
m?mumm. 8 ﬁqnm.mhu

In 2009, she founded the York Region Anti-Bullying
Coalition to help parents navigate the system and advo-
cate for safer schools.

Since then, she has worked with the public school
board and the province on anti-bullying measures.

Yet as bullying has moved from the realm of personal to
public, from school yard to smartphone, Mrs. Sebben says
It is as rampant as ever.

“Even with the provinces legislation, the calls have not
stopped. It's not good enough to hand down a mandate —
there has to be oversight.” .

In this same week as Rehtaehs parents met with Mr.
Harper, Mrs. Sebbens coalition, along with its London, ON

counterpart, released a guide to help parents navigate the
public school system. She continues to push for effective

on a shortbread bottom hwhh pans,
topped with a layer of sliced, fanned Italian pears
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ways to tackle systemic bullying. haven’t been
Making online harassment a criminal offence, as the oven ¥ everybody
prime minister is advocating, will help make perpetra- :u;.ll "ﬂ'*'h mhb’.m-r_h .
tors accountable, but it's not enough. Adults must be held making them .,I.:.:'.‘ ﬂ:
acocountable — teachers, school administrators, parents of MM(“)'&:“M
bullies, police and prosecutors all failed Rehtaeh. (green) on our rich custard (white), on our own
As her father wrote, “My daughter wasn't bullied to death, puff pastry squares. While quantities last! $3.49.
she was disappointed to Disappointed in people she

thought she could trust, her school, and the police.

“She was my daughter, but she was your daughter too.
For the love of God do something.”

The most important thing we can do — as parents,
as a village — is to raise our children to treat one another
with dignity and regard; to not have contempt for anyone
because of their appearance, race, religion, gender, physi-
cal or mental ability; to have the courage to stand up for
what is just and protest what they know to be wrong
We can only teach this by modelling that behaviour our-

tortellini B) lots of veggies ¢) lots of flavour
and & 2 deall! Reg. $7.95500mi

SPECIALS IN EFFECT UNTIL CLOSING SUNDAY, APRIL. 28*

Hours: Mon. ~ Fri. 8:00-8:00
Sat. 8:00-6:00 ~ Sun. 9:00-6:00

4476 16th Avenue (Just W. of Kennedy)

(905) 940- 0655

Debora Kelly is editor in chief of the York Regson Media Group
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