EVICTION DAY FOR RAINBOW TROUT

Volunteers give fish

BY MICHAEL HAYAKAWA
mhavakawa @yr mg.com

Some 5,000 rainbow trout will be evicted
from their Ringwood Fish Culture Station
home tomorrow.

Not because they couldnt pay the rent.

Rather, its time for these finned creatures
to leave their rearing grounds and grow to
maturity within a natural setting ot the Rouge
River and | ake Ontarnio.

To be released as yearlings on the Rouge
River, the rainbow trout were originally col-
lected as eggs one year ago from the rivers
Milne Dam fishway in Markham.

From that stage they were reared at the
Hiwy. 48 hatchery by volunteer members of the
Metro East Anglers Association. .

The fish stocking is part of a Ministry of
Natural Resources plan that enables the asso-
‘aanon to release the yearlings on selected
sites on the Rouge River watershed, said asso-
ciation spokesman Bruce Burt.

The volunteers took over the facility after
the province announced it would close the
30-year operation in 2011.

Earlier in the month, the association seed-
ed 10,000 rainbow trout yearlings into one
area near Elgin Mills Road and another near
Reesor Road and Steeles Avenue.

After Sunday’s injection below the Milne
Dam, the association still has 5,000 vearlings

remaining that will be released at a yet to be:

determined site on that watershed.

“The ministry gives us 2 different stocking
sites on the Rouge River watershed and we
get o choose what sites might be best,” Burt
explained.

In conducung this stocking project, Burt
was quick to point out under natural condi-
tions, there might be a successful reproduc-
ton rate of less than one per cent for these
migratory rainbow trout.

But with rearing assistance from the Ring-
wood facility, he said the success rate vastly
improves to close to 90 per cent.

Saying the yearlings to be released each
weigh 43 grams, a Ringwood hatchery record
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surpassing the prior mark of 27g, Burt said the
reason for their growth could be attributed to
several factors.

Foremost, he said, was the late arrival of
spring as they were forced to keep the year-
lings in captivity a bit longer.

“Traditionally, we release them at the end
of March but with the late spring we had to
keep them for an extra month,” he said.

At the same time though, Burnt felt an
improved hatchery food source and rearing
conditions might contribute to their larger
growth.

While the rainbow trout yearlings will vacate
the Ringwood premises, Burt said the associa-
tion has already collected 25,000 rainbow trout
eges from fish en route to making their annu-
al spring spawning run at Markhams Milne
Dam fishway site to be reared and released
next spring.

I'here are other tenants in the swim at
Ringwood.

Burt said they have 30,000 brown trout and
20,000 sebago Atlantic salmon in captivity
which were received as ministry brood stock

Each are expected to be reared as finger-
lings and are scheduled to be released in the
fall on selected Lake Ontario watersheds.

Citing the Ringwood hatchery is the only
proper facility in Ontanio that rears coho salm-
on, Burt said they have 50,000 that hatched in
January after being collected as eggs last fall
from the Credit River.

These fish, Burt said, are to be released
this fall into the Credit River with the hope of
creating a coho salmon population on that
watershed for starters.

Down the road though, it is hoped they
can seed some cohos into other Lake Ontanio
leeder streams such as the Rouge River.

As for the hatchery operations overall, Burt
said things are going as well as possible, con-
sidering they remain operational on a year-to-
year basis via an agreement with the ministry.

“It would be nice if we could get more of
a long-term commitment from the ministry,”
Burt said. “But for now they tell us we're work-
INg one year at a time.”
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For more information regarding reqgistration & location

CALL 416-719-6421 TODAY

bgross@clublink ca
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Ettore Dellaquilla of the Metro East Anglers cleans out a tank at the Ringwood Fish Cul-
ture Station. On the cover, that's Bruce Burt at work at the Hwy. 48 facility.
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EFFECTIVE
APRIL 21,

2013

REVISED ROUTES /SCHEDULES
» 9-9"Line

Effective April 21, YRT /Viva is
adjusting select bus services
operating in the Township of
Whitchurch-Stouffwille.

STATUTORY HOLIDAYS
» Victoria Day - Monday, May 20
[Sun/Holiday service)
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