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Ballantrae Golf Club opened Tuesday

'Long, hard winter put hold on golf season

BY MICHAEL HAYAKAWA
mhavakawa@yrmg com

What a difference one
vear makes.

last vear at this ume,
golfers were out on the fair-
yays at public golf courses
i Whitchurch-Stouftville

thanks in large part to

some  co-operation from
Mother Nature who pro-
duced unseasonably mild
temperatures in March.
But this year, those
courses are still in a hold-
ing pattern, due largely
to Old Man Winter, who
remained around this

neck of the woods after

dumping snow and ice
pellets last week.

Not to mention some
large amounts of rainfall
afterwards.

I'he end result are golf

courses still in the process

of drying up.

"Were really itching
to open,” conceded Roy
Chin, Maples of Ballantrae
Golf Club head pro.

“A couple of weeks ago
we had targeted an Apnil
19 opening. Right now
though, were waiting for
the course to dry up. No
one wants to play in slop-
py conditions.”

Chin noted their situ-
ation is compounded by
the fact the course is locat
ed in a higher elevation in
the Oak Ridges Moraine.

As a result. their course

requires a few extra days
to dry.

In looking at the
upcoming weather fore-
cast for the week, Chin is
keeping his fingers crossed
they might be able to open
some time next week.

But that will once again
depend on Mother Nature
being in a co-operative
moodd.

“Last year was a lucky
vear, he said in reference
to the course's early March
23 opening in 2012

“This year 1ts really
back to normal.”

Citing theres no physi-
cal changes made to the

clubs 18-hole champion-
ship course, Chin said they
made one alteration to
their nine-hole executive
in which they've added a
bridge.

As a result, players can
NOW use power carts on
that course.

For those hoping to get
an early start on the sea-
son, Chin suggested they
call the course to get fur-
ther updates.

While the Maples of
Ballantrae is still feeling
the effects of the recent
snow and rain, Ballantrac
Golf Club opened its doors
for business Tuesday.

Tanya McGee, club

manager. credited their .

excellent drainage sys-
tem in helping them
drv up the 18-hole pub-
lic course from the wet
weather experienced last
week to open in what she
described as their tradi-
tional time frame.

But it is a far cry from
last year when they began
business March 31.

‘Last year was a
lucky year. This
year it s really

back to normal.”

"We usually ry to
open around the middle
of April,” she said. “But
everything is weather
dependant.”

Although the course is
open, McGee was quick to
note golfers can only walk
the course.

For those hoping 1o
use power carts, she said
it will be weather depen
dant

If the course dnies up
sufficiently, they will allow
carts to be used by the
weekend at the earliest.

I'hose looking to get in
some early golf at Ballant-
rae will not see any physi
cal changes to the course,
McGee sand.
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Inserts for Thur., Apnl 19, 2013
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BEST BUY MICHAEL ANGELO'S
BESTCO MICHAELS
BILLA APPLIANCES NATIONAL SPORTS
BULK BARN NO FILLS
CLERA WINDOWS & ONTARIO COLLEGES
DOORS ORIENTAL FOOD MART
0OY PATO PIZZA MUT
DAUG TRADING POPEY'S
FABRICLAND REAL CANADIAN
FOOD BASICS SUPERSTORE
FOODLAND MOUNT REXALL
ALBERT RONA
FRESMCD SEARS
FUTURE SHOP SHERIDAN NURSERIES
GIANT TIGER SHOPPERS
GOLF TOWN SOBEY'S
HENRY'S SOFTMOC
HERITAGE TRUS! STANDARD AUTO
HOME DEPOT STAPLES
HOME QOUTFITTERS SUNNY FOODMART
KOML AND FRISCH SURE LOC
LASTMAN'S BAD BOY TAT SUPERMARKETS
LEON'S TARGET
LISTEN UP CANADA THE RAY
LITTLE CAESARS THE BRICK
LIVING LIGHTING TOYS R US
LOBLAWS TSC STORES
LONGOS UNITED FURNITURE
LOWES WALMART
LOYAL TRUE WATERLOO TRAVEL
MAM MEATS GUILD
MAAKHAM INDUS TRIAL XS CARGO
MEDI CHAIR ZEMRS

No one delivers results like we do!

“Nd Ot more AaDOA NOw 10 reach your larget
marke! and Qe he sarme grea’' response from
yOur fiyer BSIirhuhonNs As These cusiomers Call

is today' Sesected areas only
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visit flyerland.ca
905-294-2200
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It won't be
long before
you're back
playing area
public courses
in short pants
and sleeves.
Ballantrae Golf
Club opened
this week.

April 24-26 in this newspaper* or
view It on fiyeriand.ca untll May 24
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