Week at the store, but for those of you who know me, it’s
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Vaughan Mills, some main . — R
streets and a few other spots ~ PNT L : _ Mapic Sugar Pork Chops
in York Region have also Bfm_lt‘ O'Neill These are made with coarsely ground fresh pork, = R ===

Chicken Cordon Bleu
with Mashed or Rice
and a Mini- Dessert

$10.95

received exemptions under
the Retail Business Holidavs Act on the same grounds —
that they're a “tourist attraction” or near one.

Frankly, I'm surprised more retailers dont demand
the right to stay open, tourist attraction or not. Why
wouldnt they?

Obwiously, this is the day to be open for business,
when so many government and education workers have
the day off and time to spare (and money to spend, if
you look at the recent Sunshine List).

Especially when you are talking about small busi-
nesses, a “holiday” could be among the best days of the
year for sales. |

Which is why | have a feeling it's going to be more
difficult for the region to say no to others who ask for
the right to stay open on holidays and that this “tourist
zone” designation business will start 1o look bogus over
ume. x

What do we stand to lose in all this, if more business-
es in York Region get to open their doors on holidays?

One does feel perhaps a simpler life is being lost,
when time was set aside for people, even retail workers,
to observe their faith and spend tme with famaly.

At the same time, our country has changed so much
one has to wonder if it is fair to impose store closures by
government decree on religious holidays many do not
observe.

By all appearances, the businesses are happy to be
open and the customers are happy for the opportunity
to shop or enjoy their day off by getting out, spending
some money, sharing a good meal and so on.

If more and more “holiday shopping™ had the effect
of spurring on our economy even a little, it could be very
good for the overall job market and businesses’ bottom
line.

I'he people who sought jobs in retail would just need
to know they may end up being scheduled to work on a
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that we make you'll save a _ _
pound with a hint of maple - bake - invert upside down - and there

::k:t m:m::: hﬂ;hppk-hu Upside-Down Cake. $19.98. .

MAPFLE PECAN MUFFINS - More like a little cake than a
| muffin! $1.89. |

CHOCOLATE BECLAIRS WITH MAPLE CUSTARD -
Our large Eclair filled with pastry cream made with maple syrup

(and a hint of brandy) and chopped candied pecans. Dipped in
chocolate. $3.49 ea.

with cranberries, pecans and apples marinated in maple syrup
and spices. Finished with a Maple glaze. $18.95.
MAFLE WALNUT BISCOTTI Ciff (our baker) comes up

with new biscotti flavors all the time. Mapie walnut is his newest
creation. $4.99.

MAPLE-CARAMELIZED APPLEPECANCHEESECAKE

I am nibbling on this as | am writing and it’s hard to put - We cook spiced apples and pecans in maple syrup and butter,

religious holiday, which, in an era when jobs can be hard R hmm :Mmmﬁ.uﬂ 1_/3 .;ANM ::;::n:cd' cheesecake mix. $15.98.

to find, sounds like a reasonable trade-off Reg, $4.79/100g, OFF Plbisclug iyt soton<-ogs. ooy
(The stores can always close after the holiday, when S -

the customers have gone back to work.)

i aviguic | Just so you know, we do have a few features
ears ago, the battle to prevent Sunday shopping was that ; antil find what
in part about the right of workers to have a day of rest. - Monday Wednesday. out

Now, when there are so many young people looking they are please visit
for work, and when retailers must compete with the
24/7 nature of online shopping, as well as rival stores
that have the government’s blessing as “tourist attrac-
tions”, the new call for rights may be for the right of the
business owner to open when they want
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