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Editorial

" ODINION
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Social issues growing in
our affluent community

INSUE

United Way looks for local
solutions to issues residents
raised in Stouffville this week.

t's a shame.

It's too bad a com-
munity forum on social
problems in Whitchurch-
Stouftfville was held
on the same night as a town
council meeting and a session
on public transit in the com-
munity.

There were links between all
three events. But it was impos-
sible to attend all three.

United Way York Region’s
Meeting House 2013 senes
— Unleashing the Power
of Community — came to
Whitchurch-Stouffville Tues-
day. .

About 20 residents and
representatives of local orga-
nizations and regional social
service agencies gathered at
the town’s leisure centre.

This series visits York’s nine
municipalities between March
and June and allows you to join
the conversation and share
what is already happening in
your community around pov-
erty and families struggling to
make ends meet.

Not that town councillors
and regional politicians could
solve - or answer to - all of the
problems raised Tuesday night.

- United Way is looking for

community-led solutions to the

region’s most pressing issues.
But councillors should get a

copy of the meeting’s minutes.
I'hey should be fascinated by
the comments of residents

and outsiders. (See Saturday'’s
Sun- Iribune for a report on the
meeting and its fallout.)

All is not well here, despite
record prices for homes, the
doubling of the population
in recent years and the con-
struction of new facilities and

stores, forum participants said.
Some of the issues:

* The lack of full-time
employment, especially in light
of this spring’s closure of one
of the town's biggest employ-
ers, Southwire Canada.

* I'he growing number of
poor residents, highlighted by
record use at the local food
bank.

* While (O Transit has
added train and bus service
to Stouffville, YRT service is
limited.

T'hat’s a problem for people
getting to and from Stouffville
for service-related jobs across
the region. And there’s no east-
west service from Stouffville,
making it difficult toget to
nearby Aurora, Newmarket and
Richmond Hill for work and
other services.

The discussion isn't over.
And the issues won't go away,
experts said Tuesday. It will be
all in how we deal with them.

BOTTOM LINE: Despite outward
appearances, all is not idyllic in
Whitchurch-Stouffville.

Is there an issue about which you are passionate?
You could be a Saturday Forum contributor and get

the chance to have your piece published along with
your name and headshot. E-mail your 450-werd sub-

mission to jmason(@yrmg.com

PUBLISHER lan Proudfoot

GENERAL MANAGER John Willerns
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Care and Share more than a store

Re: Stouffuille thrift shop moving over
rent hike, Sept. 27

I am a 15-year-old girl who has volun-
teered at the Care and Share Thrift Shop
for years. It began as a way to get volunteer
hours for school, but has turned into more.

In my first month of working there, |
already had all of my required 40 hours. |
learned so much from volunteering there it

is remarkable. | leamed responsibility and

independence. | was soon trusted enough
to be a cashier. | loved it there and began
working three days a week, all day. 1 got
to know some of the people in my town,
people I never would have met otherwise.
Working there became fun, a way to
make a difference in the store, the town and
the world. Store profits go to the Mennonite
Central Committee, which provides disaster
relief, helps develops sustainable commu-
nities and does peace-building work locally

@u”ﬁ-Tribune

6290 Main St
Stoufivilie, ON. L4A 1G7
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- (.are and Share can help the world.

The store is also environmentally friend-
ly. | am an environmental advocate and |
am so proud to say we have a thrift shop of
this caliber in Stouffville. | am also proud to
say | shop there. Buying at Care and Share
is also nicer on your pocket. In this time, a

' recession, money is tight. In tough times, it

iqgrealtohaveamriﬁshoptntumtn :

Now there is talk of the store having 1o
relocate. It deeply hurts me to hear such
news. The town wishes 1o use the building
for other activities, possibly for seniors? Do
you know how many seniors walk through
those doors everyday? Not only do they
come to shop, they also come to volunteer.

| believe the town shouldn't incregse the
rent by as much as it planned to. Has it lost
anything all of these years? | don' think so.

The Care and Share brings our com-
munity together and it would be a huge
mistake for it to leave its home.

ROSA ALAIMO
STOUFFVILLE

and globally. A purchase in our very own

Weekend market
better for residents

Re: Farmers market look -
ing up for 2013, March 7.

With the warm weather
around the comer and as
a relative "newcomer” to
Stouffville, | was wondering
why the farmers’ market is
held on Thursdays.

| would think having it
Saturdays and relocating to
the path behind the Memo-
nal Park ball diamond would
be a far better idea.

As it stands now, my wife
and | come home, from work
pick up kids at daycare and
by the time we actually get

home the last thing | want to .

do is go back out to peruse
the market on Thursdays.

Having said that, | have
no problem loading the SUV
on a Saturday and driving to
Aurora for a leisurely mom-
ing at its market. The sense
of community there is quite
apparent with many people
gathering and chatting, get-
ting caught up on each oth-
ers busy lives. All the while
buving and sampling the
many items offered.

With our community
continually  expanding
we risk the sense of losing
the small town feeling that

attracted all if us to live here.

They say imitation is
the sincerest form of flat-
tery, and by all accounts we

‘should be imitating what

looks to be a successful and
thriving market in Aurora.

). MCCARTHY
STOUFFVILLE

Wrong message sent

Re: What | did on my
March break vacation,
March 16.

| was dismayed and dis-
appointed to find a photo-
graph of a young woman,
age 17 clad in a bikini and
boots playing in the snow
This sends out to the public
and especially to the minds
of young girls and boys the
message that a female is val-
ued only for her youth, looks
and body and to be used for
one purpose only.

In kght of the abhorrent
news regarding the abuse and
mistreatment females con-
tinually receive around the
world, | would have thought
The Sun-Tribune m@'ll
exercise more sensitivity to
ensure what it published did
not further promote this type

of message.
We need to start sending

out a new message, one that
promotes females as human

beings that should be val-
ued for their intelligence,
creativity and compassion
other than just as a sex
object to be used, abused
and discarded afterwards.
We get enough negative
stereotyping through films,
the fashion industry and the
business world to fight. Let’s
not have to fight it in our

community newspaper.

PAMELA WRIGHT
f STOUFFVILLF

Don’t waste our cash

| see in a recent Sun-Tni-
bune article that my taxes
are going up about $100 next
article about the compass
pattern put into an intersec-
tion and how much it cost.

| do not object to paying
taxes. | absolutely do object
to my hard-earned money
being wasted on frivolities.
How many necessities are
not being accomplished by
our elected officials because
they are installing interlock-
ing brick to make a road
look nice?

ROBERT GREENWOOD
STOUFFVTLLE




