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front page, an artist’s drawing of the proposal filed with the town earlier this year. Updated drawings are being prepared for next month'’s sessions, the developer said yesterday.

Downtown building still too big for neighbours

BY SANDRA BOLAN 7
sholan@yrmg com

It's still too big for such a small
space. |

That is the sentiment of some
Lloyd Street residents of the pro-
posed PACE Savings and Credit
Union's new building slated for the
southeast cormer of Main and Lloyd
streets, despite a revamped design
that makes it smaller than originally
planned.

The new proposal has the build-

©ing sitting one storey shorter, the res-

idential unit sizes have been reduced
as have the number — 82 from 86
and the architecture will reference
heritage.

Despite these and some other
changes. residents still don' like it.

“It’s just going to totally take away
from the downtown cffect of small
town Ontario,” said Lloyd Street resi-
dent Gordon Duggan.

“It totally doesnt make sense,”
he said.

The resubmitted proposal to the
town calls for the building to be six,
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not seven, storeys tall with commer-
cial space on the ground floor.

One of those businesses will be
PACE, which is working in partner-
ship with Geranium Corp. on the
project. _

Some of the buildings changes
were made based on feedback from
community and special interest
meetings held last year. PACE has a
building on the property.

“We believe the site is an ideal
site with the core area, Main Street
to be the recipient of a mixed-use,
anodestly-scaled building at six sto-
reys with two storeys of underground
parking,” according to a letter to the
town from the Sweeny Sterling Fin-
layson and Co. Architects on behalf
of the proponents.

Between its proximity to the GO
station, which is across the street and
being on Main Suvet, the building
will provide new businesses and resi-
dents the opportunity “to support
and enliven the street”, according to
the architect’s report.

“Wer'e trying to contribute to the
betterment of the community,” said
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Cheryl Shindruk, executive vice-
president of land development for
Geranium Corp.

The new proposal has the
building sitting one storey
shorter, the residential unit
* sizes have been reduced as

have the number — 82 from
86 — and the architecture
will reference heritage.

The project will cost about $30 mil-
lion, according to Ms Shindruk, and
provide a number of spin-off benefits,
such as construction jobs and new
businesses in the downtown.

“These (types) of developments
are important stimulators for down-
towns,” she said, admitting a project
like this is challenging because of
the small footprint of land available
versus less developed areas.

“It's a large building for a small

space, a small road,” said lloyd Street
resident Maureen o’halloran.

Like Ms o'halloran, Mr. Duggan
would prefer the building to be in the
three to four-storey range with retail
on the ground floor.

“It's just going to change the face
of downtown,” Ms o’halloran said.

“I don' think | want it to be a focal
point,” she said.

Ms o'’halloran is also not thrilled
about the proposed location for the
buildings driveway — 20 feet from
her home.

Mr. Duggan and Ms o’halloran are
also concerned about traffic flow.

The width of Lloyd Street at Main
Street is 24 feet, the wadth of a drive-
way, according to Mr. Duggan and
the remainder of the street does not
widen out much more

The architects report claims
rvads will be improved through new
streetscaping and the street-level
commercial space “can animate the
surrounding streets”.

Councillor Rob Hargrave, who
represents the area, did not respond
to requests for an interview.
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A newghbourhood meeting on
the proposal 1s scheduled for
Apni 3 and a public meeting
will be heid Apnl 16. Both
stant at 7/ p.m. in counci
chambers, 111 Sandiford Dr

As the project 1s still in the
proposal phase “we do not
have a posibhon as of yet
bécause we re reviewing the
work and we obviously want
to hear from the public” saxd
Andrew McNeely, director of
planning and busding ser
vices for the municipality

He encouraged residents to
attend the meetings

The revised proposal can
viewed at www.townofws.
com/pace_savings_and _
credit unon.asp
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