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New hospital wing opens ‘on tlme, on budget

BRY AMANDA PERSI(CO
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The provincial health minister
gave two thumbs up to the new wing

at Markham Stouffville Hospital yes-
terday.
Health and Long Term-Care

Minister, Deb Matthews, along with
Unionville MPP Michael Chan and
Oak Ridges—-Markham MPP Hel-
ena Jaczek toured the new 385,000
square-foot facility that welcomed
patients for the first time yesterday.

“I'm extremely proud to see the
hospital's redevelopment project
being delrvered on time and on bud-
get,” Ms Matthews said.

The development of the new
building has been a pnonty. Ms lac
zek said.

“Since before | was elected and
up until this project was announced,
this new capital expansion was a top
priority for me and my constituents,”
she said. “1 am so happy to withess
first hand the opening of this state-of-
the-art facility and to recognize the

important role this site will play in the
lives of famibes in our communities

moving forward.”

The hospital moved 124 patients
Sunday from the exsting building,
referred to as Building A. to the new
wing, or Building B.
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“The move was a tremmendous

success,” hospital president and CEO
“We planned for g =

Janet Beed said.
every situation and every contingen-
cy and the move proceeded exactly
as planned.”

Patients were moved from a num-
ber of departments, including mater-
nal child, pediatnics, surgery, neona-
tal intensive care unit, critical care
and inpatient mental health moved
INLO their new roms

The emergency and diagnostic
imaging departments were also relo-
cated.

I'he hospital's emergency helipon
was also refocated to the roof of the
new building. Air ambulance pilots
performed a test flight and landing
at the new helipad Monday, which
allowed Omge paramedics an oppor-
tunity to famibanze themselves with
the new location

The move was just the beginning
of the hospital's multi-year expansion
plan and renovations have already
started on Building A and are expect-
ed to be complete by August 2014.

Renovations include adding more
sinks and totets in rooms as well as
adding computer alcoves and larger
drug distribution areas.

“The building is about 23 years
old.” Ms Beed said. “The approach to

technology and medicine was differ-
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Ontanio Deputy Premier Deb Matthews meets little Luca David Collura,
soon to reside in Stouffville with his proud parents Christina and Carlo,

in the new wing at the Markham

yorkregion.com to see more photographs from opening day.

ent then.”

The former emergency room will
also be transformed into an oncology
centre that will overlook a garden.

The hospital will also implement a
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Stouffville Hospital yesterday. Go to

new food and dietary system that will
improve and streamline the patient
meal program. The plan is to allow
for personal and customizable meal
plans for patients.
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