38

R 1)

Stouthalle Sun- Tribune @ www.yorkregion.com B [hursday, March 14

( ive me a break”.
That's what
many people

were candidly
saying or maybe
thinking as | trekked from house

to house along two Stouffville

streets last week.

The purpose of my door-to-
door campaign was not to drum
up support for a Ward 4 can-
didacy in the 2014 municipal
elections.

No, nothing that ludicrous.

| was merely seeking dona-
tions for the Heart and Stroke
Foundation, a mission of mercy
in which I've been privileged
to participate for more than
25 years. This canvass takes
place annually across York
Region, including Whitchurch-
Stouffville, during the month of
February.

Both Jean and | are usu-
ally assigned adjoining routes.
I'his year, however. a mix-up
occurred. | received two streets
while Jean had only one.

To complicate matters fur-
ther, | waited until the 11th hour
to begin, not a good thing with
so many additional households
on my call list.

Still, even with a little extra
legwork, | considered it an hon-
our, even a duty, to fulfill this
obligation.

For it's due to the miracle of
modern medicine and follow-
up heart bypass surgery that |
currently enjoy a lifestyle free
from pain, a problem | endured
nearly two decades.

Encouraged by this, plus
the fact our second eldest son
died as the result of a stroke
two years ago, gives Jean and |
added incentive to play a pan,
be it a small part, in this mean-
ingful venture.

However, for a multitude of
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reasons, all folks dont share my
enthusiasm.

While polite in their greet
ings, most left no doubts as to
current changes in attitudes
when it comes to handing out
hard-earned dollars to a strang-
er bearing a pen, receipt book
and an irrelevant red badge on
the collar of his coat

[ returmed home
sat i_fﬁt’if. At the same
time, | understood or

tried to understand
the reasons for donor
reluctance.

In previous vears, the nega-
tive response was usually “sorry,
but my wife gives at the office.”
And this, for me, was rationale
enough.

But, on one of the darkest
and dreariest nights of the win-
ter, I heard responses not tem-
pered by compassion.

"We don't give at the door,’
said one. “If we wish to donate,
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Canvassing straight from heart

we ll send it by mail”

“Times are tough, said
another. "We have no money
to spare.”

“Every time | turn around,
someone has their hand out
Give me a4 break, said vel
another. ,

Of 23 people contacted, only
five contnibuted. And they did
sO generously, giving $135 1o
be exact.

| returned home satisfied. At
the same time, | understood or

tried 1o understand the reasons

for donor reluctance

| concluded the following:
e No. 1, February is municipal
tax month. This takes a sizeable
chunk from evervone’s purse or
pocket.

* No. 2, Apnl 1s more of the
same, plus income tax pay-
ments to boot. A double wham
my to be sure.

But theres more. Hardly a
day goes by that chanty appeals
arent received, some by mail,
others by phone. The Heart and
Stroke Foundation 1s equally
guilty of this practice.

Requests for funds don't end
in February, but continue all
vear round. As one homeowner
putit: “Every time | turn around,
someone has their hand out.”

But mortal statistics are
astounding. In 2012, more than
16,000 Canadians died as a
result of heart failure.

However, thanks to financial
support, including the February
campaign, heart attack deaths
are decreasing.

Reason enough for the can-
vass to continue and reason
enough for me to continue can-
vassing.

hm Thomas 1s @ Stoufiville resioent who
has written for area newspapers for more
than 60 years
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Ul be the roundabout

e words will make you
out an out

You spend the day your
way

Call it mormung dniving
Through the south

In an’ out the valley

Roundabout, Yes

Just like Mayor Wayne
Emmerson, | love the round-
about. And not just 1970s’ clas-
sic rock standard.

Thereitis

Print it on a T-shirt, a bumper
sticker or a sign in the middle of
one of the congestion-fighting
circles.

Please add the disclaimer:
“when used properly”

['he phrase is a lot like “"dont
try making your own fireworks
or tequila” or “consult a physi-
cian if you break out in lime
green hives, stop breathing or
become pregnant”.

It's understood - unlike the
much-maligned mundaboul

Much to the chagrin «
some members of town coun-
cil. we had many a letter — a
litthe more than a year ago over
their proposed 40-per-cent pay

I'he proposed roundabout
at Hwy. 48 and Bloomington
Road reporter Sandra Bolan
wrote about in last Thursday's
Sun-Tribune is drawing similar
traffic, positive and negative.

(Theres a sampling on
page 7 today. See Saturday’s
paper for more)

Aside from being scared by
Rome’s crazy driving circles
and somehow navigating a
massive one in Florida, | had
little roundabout experience
until they arrived in Stouffville

/|/\/ (PTO NN EXTRA

0% OFFK

\LRE \D)Y REDE CED PRICES ON FFALL WINTERSNTYLEN®

Straight talk from our
controversial roundabouts

with Jim Mason

earlier this century.

There was little warming,
in the way of printed instruc-
tions or explanatory signage.

Without spoiling the end-
ing of many of the letters, that

may explain the frustration
drivers arc having with our

roundabouts many don
know how to use them.

To quote that great Ameri-
can philosopher, Ted Nugent:
“It's afree-for-all”

That may also explain the
glass and metal bits some-
times left in the roundabouts
of my neighborhood.

| felt similarly unprepared
on the streets of Toronto after
moving from Northwestern
(Ontario, where there are no
streetcars or lit crosswalks to
vield to.

Roundabouts have made
sense in many centres for cen-
turies. They improve traffic
flow and decrease collisions.

In Whitchurch-Stouffville,
many drivers aren't getting
that.

m Mason s egitor of The Sun
Inbune " -




