ENVIRONMENT: Gingko, apple trees now banned from Stouffville streets

Town gears up for emerald ash borer battle

BY SANDRA BOLAN
sbolan@yrmg com

The late-blooming gingko tree
will no longer line local streets. But
they will still be found in parks and
open spaces, to provide some diver-
SIty.

Last September, Mayor Wayne
Emmerson proclaimed his dislike
for the fan-shaped, leathery-leaved
tree found throughout the munici-

pality.

Within the next 10 years i
1s expected to cost the town
$1.1 mullion to remove the
diseased trees, stump them
below grade and replant

new ones

Gingkos were being planted
throughout town, on the advice

of an arborist, due to their hearti-
ness.

Also removed from the approved
list of trees to be planted throughout
Whitchurch-Stouffville are the crab

apple, due to the vast amount of L0 =

“fruit litter” they produce and bacte-
nal blight.

Elm trees, excluding the dutch
elm, according to the Feb. 26 coun-
cil report, are also removed due to
the emerald ash borer.

“The (emerald ash borer) is
expected 1o be widely established
In town within the next three to
five years, with significant ash tree
decline occurring in the five
10-year penod,” according to the
Feb. 26 council report.

The presence of emerald ash bor-
ers in Whitchurch-Stouffville, spe-
cifically in the southwest/Gormley
area, was confirmed in September
2011 by the region.

Within the next 10 years it is
expected to cost the town $1 1 mil-
lion to remove the diseased trees,
stump them below grade and
replant new ones, according to
Paul Whitehouse, director of public
works for the town.
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Ash trees ac

15 per cent of the town's boulevard

tree population,
council report.

Of the 1.200 ash trees inven-
toried by an arborist retained by

Munchkin

Movement
Half Day & Full Day Camps

for 3-6 years

Evening
Classes

3 years to adult
Early Childhood Dance
Acro, Ballet, Jazz, Tap, Multi Discipline,
Hip Hop, Latin/Salsa, Stretch & Strengthen

Dance & Drama.
Acro Dance &

Dance Intensive
Full Day Camps for 6 years & up

Stoufiville: 905-640-6082

Awrorx: 905-726-1241

yorkdanct.cem ~ Newmarket: 906836 4930
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The presence
of emerald

ash borers in
Whitchurch-
Stouffville,
specifically in
the southwest/
Gormley area,
was confirmed
in Sept. 2011 by
the region.
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SUN TRIBUNE FILE POQTO ;
the municipality, 32 “could pose ronmentally sensitive/open areas
a hazard™ to the public, property or on private property were not
along the trail system, parks and reviewed or documented.
town facilities, according to the [own staff report the emerald
report. ash borer will kill 95 per cent of all

Ash trees in woodlots and envi-  ash trees in five to 10 years.

count for roughly

according to the

& \ Stouffville Hyundai
CERTIFIED Certified Pre-Owned

PRE-OWNED [J—

* 12 month 20,000 comprehensive warranty
* Roadside assistance
* 129 point inspection and certification process

* 30 day/ 2.000 km exchange privilege
* Car proof vehicle report

* First o1l changs free

* 90 day free trial for XM Radio
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Stouffville @ 1

Golf Course
b/ Automall Boulevard (Millard & Hwy 48)
905-888-7777 e f,touffvxllehyunddn com
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