CRIME

Stouftville man charged
in online gambling probe

BY CHRIS SIMON
csimon®@yrmg com

Eighteen people - including a 48-year-old

Stouftville man - have been arrested In con-
nection with the Platinum SB Sportsbook and

Casino gambling ring, following raids in several
municipalities across Ontano Tuesday.

One of Canada’s biggest illegal betting oper-
ations was dealt a significant blow, police said,
with many members of its management arrest-
ed in York Region, London, Toronto and Bamie.

Six people were arrested in connection with
the gambling ring during an invite-only Super
Bowl event at Le Parc Banquet Hall, near the
Leshe and Hwy. 7 intersection, last month.
Two of those arrested Tuesday were among the
onginal six and now face additional charges.

In all, 13 search warrants were executed at
vanous residences and financial institutions.

Another four suspects are still being sought,
RCMP Asst. Commissioner Stephen White said.

“Today, | can say we dismantied one of the
largest illegal gaming groups in Canada,” he
said dunng a news conference in Aurora. “This
activity generated significant profits. It also
demonstrates how technology has had a signif-
icant impact on the manner and sophistication
with which criminal activity is camed out.”

Those arrested are charged with numerous
offences, incduding participating in a cnminal
organization, bookmaking and conspiracy to
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commit a criminal offence.

Police estimate the rnng was eaming about
$1 million in revenue every month. The bulk of
the gambling occurred in Canada and the bet-
ters are being considered victims in this investi-
gation, RCMP Acting Supt. Keith Finn said.

‘These arrests today have rolled

up the rest of theirr management
~team and, in effect, disrupted therr
' ability to harvest bets and manage

that urgamzation_'

“These arrests today have rolled up the rest

of their management team and, in effect, dis-

rupted their ability to harvest bets and manage
that organization,” he said.

I'he Combined Forces Special Enforcement
Unit operation included the cfforts of Royal
Canadian Mounted, Ontanio Provincial, York
Regional and other police services and led to
the seizure of several million dollars in cash —
including $1.5 million Tuesday — four vehicles,
two handguns, a Taser, computers, cellphones,
betting lists, ledgers and many documents
linked to cnminal organizations.

— with files from Jeremy Grimaldi |
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' Personal income tax preparation for individuals, as well as:

e sclf-employed/contractors

* employment expenses for commission

salespersons and employees
* transport drnivers
* students

* rental property income

* pre-scason tax planning

* assistance 1n applying for the
Disability Tax Crednt

 filing of late returns

* filing of amended returns

* HST returns

» Returns are e-filed for quick return of (mr refund *
“Providing Tax Services in Stouffville Since 1992”
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MARTIAL ARTS TEACHES
Confidence, Seif Control

Self Discipline, Respect
how to “Stick-To-it™!

Classes for Kids
Teens and Adults

&

Family Fun'
\ Try a class
for a Toonie*
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THIS WEEK

ONLINE

MARCH BREAK
«  Visit our calendar

yorkregion.com

PROMOTE YOUR EVENT
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Planning an event?
and check our top Register at our site
picks for some great and you can promote
activities next week. non-profit activities

> http//bitly/Yz50! for free.
BREAKING NEWS MULTIMEDIA
E mm Use your mobile New photo galleries
r 22 phone to Ftay up of snowboarding
to date with the events, mock trials,
region’s top stories. syrup fests and more.
b http.//bit.ly/biMo)P > hutp//itly/Yz511a

" Find Your Pilates Body

Start Feeling Good.
New classes start March 2013!

Beginners welcome
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pilatesnorth.com
905.882.144/7
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