With your help, we can
Improve voter turnout

ou've just woken up and are staring in dismay
with bleary eyes at the trickle of brown water
coming from the faucet.

As you futilely twist it on and off, you glance
at your local newspaper lying on the counter
beside your still empty coffee cup. Your eyes widen as you
read the headline proclaiming the mayor is bringing an
NHL-size arena to your neighbourhood, funded in part by
your tax dollars.

Now desperate for a cup of coffee, you throw on your
coat and head for your car, stopping in your tracks as you
step on the porch, looking at the unplowed road. Your cell-
phone nngs, interrupting your growing annoyance.

Your teenage daughter’s
voice wails the second you
answer: “The bus isnt coming,
I've been waiting for hours —
you have to drive me to school'
| have a test in 30 minutes!”

You barely make it off your
street, your SUV sliding past
cars abandoned in the deep |
snow and dodging stacks of
uncollected garbage and recy- Debora Ke“y
ching bins.

As you finally emerge onto the main road, you notice
a newly installed large sign that has you slamming on the
brakes: Two 28-storey residential towers are planned for the
street directly bordering your back yard.

e

Thus 1s the world of your municipal government, where
regional and local levels manage a vast array of local ser-
~ wvices that daily and directly impact your life, induding
policing and firefighting transportation. transit and road
construchion and maintenance; planning and develop-
ment. public uthties, including sewage systems, water
treatment and electnc utilities; social and welfare services,
such as public health and social assistance; and parks, rec.
reation and culture.

As well, local government wields a hefty power through
taxation of property and real estate taxes, as well as permits
and hcences.

And while voter tumout is dismal overall, municipal
elections consistently lure just more than one third of York’s
eligible voters off the couch compared to 58.4 per cent in
the last federal election, for instance.

In York Regions 2010 election, voter tumout ranged
from a low of 28.8 per cent in Richmond Hill to a hugh 0f 49.9
per cent in King Township.

lumout was 385 per cent in Aurora, 37.5 in East Gwil-
limbury, 32.6 per cent in Newmarket. 35 per cent in Geor-
gina, 45 in Whitchurch Stouffwille, 35.5 per cent in Markham
and 40.5 per cent in Vaughan.

While some municipalities have attempted to boost
voter partapation, with everything from Internet vot-
g and increased advanced polls to atizen task forces,
the results have been minimal. Young voters remain par-
ncularly elusive. Wed like to try to take on voter apathy by
increasing your knowledge of the impact local government
has on your lives. We've set a lofty goal of increasing voter
tumout to at least 50 per cent in the next municpal election
in October 2014.

Our Community Links group is partnening with us in the
Big 5-0 avic engagement project.

Along with our reporters, our Links members will active-
ly participate in initiatives such as council report cards

We need a diversity of atizens, indluding new voters,
first-time voters, young and old, those passionate about
local politics and those who are uninterested or have never
voted. Please contact your editor, hm Mason (jmason@
yrmg.com), about joining Community Links and watch
for upcoming Big 5-0 projects in our newspapers and on
yorkregion.com

Debora Kedly s editor in chwef of the York Regron Media Group

— SAY —
Our cheese sale is a bit different this week.
We'll feature our complete selection of

Burlesque phenom who
would -frequently come to town (Toronto, not Markham) to
to great acclaim, and | grew up thinking that's what

were all about, till now.

been our cupcake Queen and this week it’s

this weck s
ouwr Nitrate-Free Tarkey Bereast
Sandwiches at the café. There will be
two versions t© choose from. The first is
chipotic mayo, roasted peppers, jalapeno
s with avocado, tomatoes and mixed
greens. These will be $7.99 cach and if
you are familiar with our sandwiches,
these are more than a mouthful!
the day is $1.00 extra.

Our Supday
Mo, made
yet to
will do

MOCHA - white cake soaked with Brandied coffee syrup

ST. PéTRIQK’S DINNER | et v e o o o e~

. LEMON MERINGUE - white cake soaked with limoncelio
On St. Patrick’s Day 1 and some of my friends will be cooking and serving syrup, lemon

an authentic curd injection and cooked meringuc topping
irish Country Lunch at noon and then a dinner at in our Cooking Studio upstairs. golden.
There won’t be beer but there will be enough for all! Tickets aze avallable
from Mabel or ot 905-940-0655 and they will be §17.95 & $24.95 plus tax.
No one leaves hungry from the table!

SALMON FILLETS

at our , Whereas this is two days tops,

We use these Salmon to make our Teriyaki
our Orange Ginger, or if you like, just an naturel. If the weather is good, and

still at that’ if
r.-';-l lhld.'- tapdﬂ: -nt,"hi?u 25%
with it? mini arc this week...and of course, a a4
glass of Chardonnay. Reg. $1

ROASTING CHICKENS

Rather than using very ate

Jayers of skin) cooler water is wsed which leaves the skin and
unfortunately the odd feather with the bird, a bit of a trade-off really. Then they are left to
chill down in circulating air rather than an ice bath. A lot of the flavour of

COInces
why the anemic white chickens you see are
the ice-pack. Ours are dry and flavourful and our guys

the feathers before

big. There will be
find some that are -to-eat”

Hours: Mon. ~ Fri. 8:00-8:00
Sat. 8:00-6:00 ~ Sun. ‘ |

4476 16th Avenue (Just W. of Kenmedy)

(905) 940:065
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