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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Seniors should get break
on school taxes

Fourteen years ago, | moved
from loronto to the wonder
tul town of Newmarket.

| raised three children, all
of whom attended school in
town, so | didn't mind paving
school taxes for them.

[hey all grew up and left
home, but | was still working,
so 1 sull didn't mind the edu
caton taxes

But now that I'm a senior
citizen, why cant | get a 20 o1
20h-per-cent reduction on my
school taxes?

{ know of many houses in
town that have two or three
families living in them, all
with school-age kids, vet only
the homeowner pays school
LAXeS

My second pet peeve s the
running of the Ontano gov-
ernment

lo me, all pohitncians want
Is to see how much they can

HAVE YOUR SAY,
WHITCHURCH-
STOUFFVILLE

» What do you think of these
issues of others’ E-mail letters to
the editor to jymason@yrmq.com

These government execu-
nves each get a week oft at
Christmas and about three
months of holidays in the

S summetr.

'hen, they can retire with a
$120,000 annual pension

| have been retired for 22
vears and my pension might
be $14.000 per yvear

V. GODFREY

NFIWALARKMET

You can read letters, codumns
and stories from The Sun-Tn-
bune on vorkregion.com

Su

A Fraser Institute report
says that public sector
workers have better wages

and job security than

stuff into their pockets
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And, in other news
water is wet, grass
IS green, and
Canadians like
hockey.

Consiaering its benefits, growth usually wins in York

ousing starts are referred

to as a leading econom

IC Indicator because its

something vou might

want to try to keep an
eve on, or even influence, consider
ing what they indicate about how
the rest of the economy is likely to do
later on.

S0, if housing starts are up, usually
good things follow for the economy in
the months and years ahead. Why!

Part of the reason is it means jobs
for people who build houses, who
supply the matenals, who work at the
banks that look after the financing.

With the money they make at
those jobs. they buy things (cars,
clothes, food). which helps other
businesses

Also, once houses are built, peo
ple need furniture to put in those
houses, appliances for the kitchen,
wallhangings for the walls. plants for
the planters and beds for the bed-
OIS

lhey have to buy all that stutt
somewhere, that somewhere hope-
fullhv being the stores in our com
munity vou might omn or where you
might work.

feanwhile, their hair needs cut
tung. their teeth need cleaning, their
cars need tuning, their kids need

Bernie O’Neill

tutoning. A whole service industn
springs up daround them

[hev mught put in a ssimming pool
\ company needs to be hired to do
that. T'hey might want a deck and hire
someone for that. And so on

This phenomenon is what makes
York Region the wealthy place it is
Ontano 1s growing, people are coming
here from around the world, new hous-
es and condos are being built, bringing
thousands of new residents, who you
might also call customers.

Nevertheless, some people wish we
chdnt have all these housing starts, that
things didnt need to change so much,
so fast or that everv home didn't have
to look virtually the same, with brown
brnck walls, black rooftop, white or

brown garage door

Wheres the character. the vanety
that can make a community at least a
ittle more visually interesung? Lknter
the highnises which. again. a lot of peo-
ple don't seem to like.

They also complain about traffic
congestion, a valid concemn.

‘Frankh, some of the efforts to com-
bat trathe woes have to make vou won-
der. lor imstance, the bus rapidways
— the buses will travel up the centre
of busy streets, meaning  passengers
will need 1o cross a couple of lanes -
pranted, at the hght — everv ume they
get on or off of a bus. Considering the
way people dnve these davs, vou have
to wonder if this s safe. The region will
need 200 red light cameras to combat
this, not just 20.)

The point here s, growth has many
challenges. But many will push to see
growth continues in their community,
considering the benefits.

Petintons and protests may get peo-
ples attention, but growth usually wins
OULt,

Some consider this a sad reality. but
cither way, 1t s reahity,

(On a lighhw note, | wall say | may
have coime up with a way to keep peo-
ple going out to buy new things, with-
out having to build so many houses

My solution? Everyone should

immedhately go out and buy a puppy.

I say this from personal expenrience
having recently become the co-owner
of one Ruby three weeks ago.

With AOP (“acquisition of puppy”)
as my own leading economic indicator
(it’s also a sound she makes, "Aop!”™), it
appeared at one point [ may need new
furniture. new carpets, new legs for the
kitchen chairs. in fact new anything
that can be peed on, chewed on o1
WOrse.

[his 1s not to say | do not love the
puppy, who 1s learning fast, is 98-per
cent house broken. plavs with a “soft
mouth’, as they say. and does not bite
and reallv 1< a beaunful. smart and
gentle dog, part lab and part collie

It sjust that, like a Canadian senator
if vou take vour eve off her for more
than, say. 10 seconds, should could well
do something she’s not supposed to.

Hopefully, through proper training.
she'll grow up to do incredible tricks
and become a Hollywood star dog
(movies, cellphone commercials) and
support me in my old age

For now, though. she is doing her
part to keep the economy humming as
we make repeated store trips for chew
toys, training treats and new slippers.

Stoufvile resident Berrwe ('Nell 15 3 York Reghon
Meda Group eaitor




