Dog bites man:
carrier s dilemma

can see it now — a Pat Wheeler cartoon in an
upcoming issue of The Sun-Tribune, portraying
a terrified newspaper delivery guy, high-tailing
it up Stoufivilles Maystone Court, papers flying
in all directions, with an aggressive yellow Lab
in hot pursuit.

Since cartoonists are permitted to sometimes
embellish reality, only part of this descriptive is true.

Yes, | was terrified. And yes, an aggressive yel-
low Lab had me in his sights. But |1 didn't run. | held
my ground, knowing
that, in a foot race, four
legs would double the

speed of two. Especially

speed generated by an
83-year-old.

The result, a badly
shredded mailbag and
a tooth indentation on
my thumb. Otherwise,
exchuding frayed nerves,
| escaped unscathed.

Feb. 9, the date of the
attack, was the worst
delivery day this winter.
Following a heavy snow
storm the previous Fri-
day, most residential
entrances had yetto be cleared, including porches and

steps. The entire eight-hour delivery was definitely a
labour of love.

| commenced the route march at 8 am. and fin-
ished at 4 p.m. Maystone Court was the final leg of my
journey with 20 of 150 drop-ofis still to go. Then came
the sudden “interruption”.

The dog, not of an aggressive nature according to
its owner, spotted me entering the driveway of a house
some distance down the street and uttered a couple
of “woofs”. | accepted these as welcomes but soon
learned they were warnings - warmings of what was to
come. The minute | returned to the road, he galloped
towards me, his teeth bared for battle.

“Back off,” | yelled. He didnt.

“Stop,” I hollered. He didn't |

Since the newspaper bag was a lone means of
defense, 1 dropped it past my ankles knowing from
previous experiences, one or both would be targets.
They were. However, instead of biting into bone, he
ripped into fabric, tearing a gaping hole in the sack.

Neot satisfied with a mouthful of cloth, he lunged for
a protective left hand, chomping through a new cow-
hide glove into a thumb. By then, the dog’s master was
on the scene. He apologized profusely and escorted
the animal home, leaving me shaking in my shoes.

Most folks, to whom I've related the story, tend to
dissect some kind of bizarre humour from my ordeal.
“Was it dog bites man or man bites dog?” was the
question heard more than a dozen times.

Such, however, was not the response from town
bylaw and animal control officers. They took the mat-
ter seriously, offering several options, all of which I
declined. | bare no grudge against the owner nor do |
wish the family pet put down, even quarantined. Like
some people, the dog was undoubtedly having a bad
day.

That said, what's one’s defense in such a situation?
What should I do if it happens again?

My personal preference is a discharge of pepper
spray. Unfortunately, | was told this means of protec-
tion, while permitted in the United States, is illegal
in Canada. However, | also learned an investigating
officer may consider leniency if the carrier can prove
he used only “reasonable force”™

“So, what would you suggest,” | asked Denise Ste-
phenson, a local animal control officer.

“A big stick”, she advised.

"And what if | swing and miss?” | asked.

‘Don’t miss,” she replied.

Roaming Around

with Jim Thomas

hm Thomas 1s a Stoufville resident who has wntten for area newspa
pers for more than 60 years
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"1' served

» dish delicious usually have it

deligous with rice lanch. It’s made with chicken

m leg meat, sweet onions (we go through a
) Intd'c_nin-nthv.ﬁ),p'lk. !

"SI'.I coconut, lemon juice, mustard, rice

my mind. Rich, creamy and
you'll find it doesn’t last too long out of the
oven before it’s consumed. %

Thank hesvens it’s svailable 2
: size S0l OFF
11.95.
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| Just like the
clementines

they all have differing characters. This is a

varicty, similar to the Noors, and it's sweet, rich and when
taken straight from the fridge, a bit tart, but this abates as they
reach room temperature. | have some of
cach in front of me here and it’s hard o
choosc between them. A delicdous family
fave at our house. 4ib crates.
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MARINATED —

CHICKEN BREASTS

favourite of mine from our meat counter, these breasts never last
they're devoured. Available in 4 flavours; Terlyakd, EBQ Sauce, Lemona and

RASPBERRY PIES - The other

wife) ate half of a 9” raspberry pic She
offered the other half to me but 1 said I was too
and

1§
L

MUFFINS - Custumers and staff love these muffins!
White cake batrer studded with chocolate chunks and
raspberrics. Reg. $1.89 cach.

RASPRERRY BUNDT CAKES - Rich,
chocolate cake with s baked in.

moist

While guantities last'

crops, there arc carly and late varicties of

SPECIALS IN EFFECT UNTIL CLOSING SUNDAY, FEB. 24*

Mon. ~ Fri. R:00.8:00
Sat. 8:00-6:00 ~ Sun. 9:00-6:00
# 4476 lﬁth Avenue (Just W. of Kennedy)

(905) 940-0655
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