Stouffville’s M llard Street compass was one of several local projects to win awards from Landscape Ontario this year. Betz Pools won seven.
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The project cost about $80.000 and s being
ubized as a test site

A similarty-themed street pnnt intersection will be
installed at the Baker Hill Boulevard and Millard
Street roundabout. The project is expected 10
cost about $130,000, according to Mr. Molinan

It successiul. the coloured concrete pedestnan
crossings currently being utilzed will be phased out
in favour of thes product, according o Mr Molinan
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COMPASS DIRECTS DRIVERS

-~ The award-winning Millard Street and Langen
Gate street pnnt compass was installed last
year 10 bnng more awareness to the intersec
bon, according 1o Mike Molinan, dwector of
engineenng and capnal projects for the lown of
Whitchurch Stouftville

Millard Street 1s an 'easly/ west collector road, on
the north sude of Stouftvilie, with vanous traffic
calming measures in place, including round-
abouts and rased centre medians

The compass. which s made of Street Pnnt XD
and 1S an epoxy that adgheres to the undertying
pavement, is something a Ittle different that also
ves in with the subdivision’s nautical theme

“There are oftentimes traffic ssues” M. Molinan
sad of collector mads “The colouration on s own
may not slow Urafhic down bt bnng awareness o
" he said I s an all way stop iMersecton

There s a site in Ajax with street pnnting that
IS about seven years oid and “"this seems to be
holding up quite well” saxd Mr. Molinan

Tricked-out projects score landscaping honours

BY SAMNDRA BOLAN
sbolar @yrmg.com

Remember the days when back
yards were considered to be fully
tricked-out if, along with the well-
manicured lavn, there was a table
with a large umibrella, outdoor-only
chairs and a jras barbecue on an
interlocking trick patio? If there
were kids, the back yard would be
considered tye neighbourhood
hot spot if it aso had an inflatable
pool.

Today’s delfinition of a tricked-
out back van! looks more like a
room inside the home - a full kitch-
en, flat-screer TV, cushy couches
and a fireplace. The pool is in-
ground with a waterfall.

Three local companies recently
received a number of awards of
excellence fro n Landscape Ontar-
10, a horticulural trades associa-
tion, in recogn ition of their abilitics
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to transform the ho-hum into wow.

Bouwmeister Landscaping
received a 2013 award of excel-
lence for residential construction
between $100,000 and $250,000.

The property is in Sleepy Hollow
and consisted of flagstone and teak
wood surrounding an in-ground
pool, along with unique privacy
fencing. according to co-owner
Gary Bouwmeister.

THREE FIRMS WIN

“It was a real challenge with the
materials,” he said.

It was the only submission for
the company this year.

“In our fheld, the best come out
and try to win,” Mr. Bouwmeister

Awards of excellence for con-
struction, maintenance and design

fell into 41 categories and were
judged by industry experts, accord-

ing 1o Landscape Ontarios media
release.

Griffith  Property Services
brought home six awards this year
for residential work in Ballantrae,
Unionville and Aurora that ranged
in cost from $25,000 to $250,000.

I'he company also won in the
category of special interest con-
struction. It was for a project for
the Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville
and consisted of a compass street
stamp at the intersection of Millard
Street and Langen Gate.

"Apart from the plaque, it's the
prestige of winning,” said Kimberly
Borg, landscape designer for Grif-
fith, of why the company submits
entries to the competition on an
annual basis.

In 2012, the company brought
home five awards and the year
before that, four, according to Ms
Borg.

“We think were doing a great
job, so it’s nice to know others think
s0, 100,” she said.

Betz Pools i1s known for, well,
installing pools.

But over the past few years, the
company has decided to add land-
scape design and construction to
its skill-set.

BRANCHING OUT

“Our reputation as a pool com-
pany is slowly being transformed.
.. We're trying to sell a landscape
lifestyle,” sald Marc Luff, one of
the owners and a salesperson with
Betz

Betz Pools won seven awards
from Landscape Ontano for resi-
dential projects that ranged from
$50,000 to $1 million. The company
also picked up two design nods.

“Theyre very prestigious and
considering we're a pool company,
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winning these awards is even bet
ter, he said.

I'he company first entered the
Ontario Landscaping awards three
vears ago. Betz Pools came away
with two wins in each of the first
twoO vears.

“This year, we went seven for
seven, Mr. Luff said. “We were
quite proud of that.”

Local gardening guru Mark Cul-
len received two special awards -
the Canada Blooms Volunteer of
the Year for 2012 and the Environ-
mental Award for 2103 tor the lrees
For Life program.

The 40th Landscape Ontano
Awards of Excellence ceremony

.was held in conjunction with the

Congress International Horticul
tural Lawn and Garden Trade Show
and Conference in Toronto.

For more information go to
hitp.//landscapeontario.com/
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