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Childreni? Mggn:op group
at play since 1980

BY SANDRA BOLAN

sbolan@yvrmyg com

Sending your young child off.to day

care or school for the very first time can be

traumatic for everyone.

One group bridging the gap is Tot Spot.

lhe not-for-profit co-operative play
group enables parents to interact with
their children, up to age 6, as well as its
teacher and each other.

‘It develops those (social) skills in a safe
cnvironment,  said teacher Liana Hryne
wich of the children

Caregivers are responsible for -their
children, however, they are encouraged to
play independently.

As a co-op, members provide daily
snacks and activity equipment like Play
dough.

l'hey also have input into how the
group is run, according to Tot Spot co
president Lesley Elliott.

“My opinion matters,” she said.

Ms Llhott, who has a two-and-a
half-year-old and a4 newborn, moved 1o
Stouffville three years ago and said Tor
Spot “made a huge difference for me to
feel a pant of the community

'he group, which started in 1980, meets
Mondays to Thursdays 915 o 11 am
from September to June in the Stouftville
United Church basement.

lot .‘sfuir e a hugt'
difference for me to feel a part of

the commmunity

I'he cost ranges from $165 for unlimit
ed visits of one child, to a $100 registration
tee and $2 per child drop-in rate.

I'here are 29 families with 47 children
enrolled this year

ot Spot is holding free drop-ins Feb. 19
to 21. Stouffville United is at 34 Church St

TOWN CENTRE

MONTESSORI PRIVATE SCHOOLS

Pre-5chool students can start as young as 2 years of age

» Enroiment Year Round
« 3 to 5 Half Days or Full Days

« Reading, Writing and

Mathematics

with or without tollet training)

After School Courses:

- Sports with Jay, Mad Science’,
Seneca Tae Kwon-Do, Ballet
and more

+ French, Computer studies
and Orff Music Program
« Gymnasiums and

Playfelds

Private Elementary School uase 1108

« Enroiment Year Round
« 2 Teachers Per Class
« Grade 8 Reach Ahead
High School Credit Courses
» Study Hall (4:00 to 500 p.m.)

- Student Activity Coundll

- Competitive Sports Teams

» After School Courses including
Robotics, Fine Arts and more

« Advanced Placement (AP)

Private High School case 510 t}md:_ﬁﬁrp

and Pre-AP Programs. | | ™M
» Small Classes

 100% University Acceptance

- Varsity Sports

- Tutorials

« House League Activities
« DECA, STRIVE. Theatrical

TCMPS.com

1

Chelsea, a seven-year-old
terrier mix and Kobi, a
two-and-a-half-year-old
maltese/poodle, went
missing while their

owner, Shelley Pearce,
was in hospital in her final
stages of brain cancer. Ms
Pearce died Jan. 30. The
dogs remain missing. Her
daughter, Marlee Brooks of

Stouffvillle, hopes someone
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Marlee Brooks is gneving the loss of her
mother to brain cancer and now the disap-
pearance of her mother’s dogs.

It was Jan. 19 and Ms Brooks was spending
every waking hour with her mother, Shelley
Pearce, who was in her final stages of glioblas-
toma She died Jan. 30

I'he dogs were being walked by a fam-
ily fmend in Ajax’s Greenwood Conservation
Arca, when for some unknown reason, Chel-
sea, the seven-vear-old termer mix and Koba,
a two-and-a-half-year-old maltese/poodle,
bolted. They were leashed and wearnng col-
lars. They were not microchipped.

“Its heartbreaking,” said the 27-year-old
Ms Brooks. through tears. “Its hard. | live in
her house and the dogs aren't here ™

“Two little dogs. Its winter time. | hope
they re OK7 the Stoufhville resident said.

Ms Brooks called shelters, checked ads on
Craigshist and Kyij. but she knew more had
to be done. She enlisted the assistance of the
volunteer group comncidentally called Look-
ing for Chelsea the Bernese Mountain Dog.

People have been scouring Greenwood
Conservations approximately 280 acres,
handed out 800 flyers and put up posters.

Ihe winter elements, according to the

Dogs vanish just
before owner’s death

‘It's heartbreaking. It's hard. | live in her
house and the degs aren't here.

Mariee Brooks
Stoufhrlle

organization, are perfect for tracking and the
snow-covered ground brightens up the night
sky. which also helps. The snow itself also acts
as an insulator for the dogs.

What has complicated the matter, how-
ever, 1s the search was delayed because Ms
Brooks did not know the dogs were missing
for three days.

“It's a really upsetting situation,” she said.

Looking for Chelsea the Bemese Moun-
tain Dog started Jan. 13, 2011 when a group
of Whitby residents banded together to find
two-vear-old Chelsea, who went missing from
an area kennel.

lo date, the organizations claims to have
caught 171 dogs and cats, along with three
goats, two cows and one horse. Ninety-five
per cent of them have been re-united with
their owners

If you have information on Kobi and Chel
scas location, call 905-666-4676 or 647-629-
1 969



