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Editorial

Fighting crime
before it happens

A guard patrolled the trontentrance
to Stouthvilles CIBC carlier this week
a Hummer from an area security
company positioned pronunently i
the bank's parking lot

' he downtown branch was robbed
last week, A knite was used. York
Regional Police said. No arrests have
been made

That's not mega news, even in
Stouftville. The same branch. and
other Main Street financial institu
nons, have been hit by robbers dating
at least as far back as the 1980s.

Also last month, the Shoppers
Drug Mart in cast-end Stouffville was
held up by a man with a handgun. He
left with prescnptuon medication he
demanded trom an emplovee.

As unique as the pharmacy robben
may have been here, it too, should
not have surpnsed anyone

Our former small town is now more
small city, sitting on the urban edge of
(_anadas largest metropolis.

Cnme happens in the big city

And as merchants who had vehi-
cles driven through their stores’ front
windows here about 20 years ago dis-
covered, crime has no boundarnies. In
fact, criminals often look for a crack in
the armor on the fringes of our urban
centres.

Stouftville can be Exhibit A in that
case study

We can also be pro-active.

By all reports, the emplovees
robbed here last month did every-
thing right. T'hev complied with the
robbers’ request. No one was injured.

Money and drugs can be replaced
Not so for human beings.

You can make your home, business
and vehidles crnime resistant

loin or create a Neighbourhood
Watch group just like residents in
southern Stouttville did last vear fol-
lowing a string of scary, davtime res)
dential break-ins

York Regional Police and other
organizations have ups and tutor
als to help vou fight and discourage
crime.

Visit the police website (vrp.ca) or
the community policing centre in the
Stouffville train station for advice

It sounds too simplistic. but 1t
works, police tell us

Police othicers often downplay
cnme statusucs, telling us only those
who become involved in seedy. illicit
activity have to worry about becom
INE VICHMS Or statistics

Iry telhing that to the drug store
employee or bank teller in Stouffville
who were threatened with weapons
last month.
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Letters to the Editor

Prices seem out of line
for police station renovation

Re. Police office costing town
$560,000. Councillors question deal
with York Regional Police, Jan. 31

In regards to the new police sub-
station at the municipal office. does
anyone else feel S1.15 million 1o reno
vate 1,500 square feet of office space 15
a bit over the top?

I am not a builder but have done two
major renovations to my own home.
Acting as the contractor, my cost was
approximately $125 per square, foot.
50, 4,500 square feet should come in
at a cost of something in the are
$575.000 to £775,000

| would love to tender on thas reno
vaton This s basically office space
with no holding cells. These areé vour
tax dollars being wasted.

It may not seem like much money
saved, but we need to start saving wher
ever we can. T'his country is in a deficit
situanon, both tfederally and provin-
cialhy. The spending has to stop

Projects sull need to go on but
the cost of those projects needs to be
reduced.

Competitive tendenng needs to be
used in every situation and | cannot
believe the low bid for a small renova-
tion such as thus could not be done for
less than $1.15 million.

FRANK ). VAN VEEN
WHITTC ML R Fi ST PN

New trees need water, too

How many other people have
noticed the planting of dozens and
dozens ol new rees on both sides of
Main Street between Hwy 48 and Ninth
Line?

[hey replaced the dead trees plant-
od in 2009 under warranty

a of

HAVE YOUR SAY,
STOUFFVILLE

» What do you think of these 1ssues or
others’ E-mail letters to the editor to
jmasona@yrmg.com

bvery dav dunng the summer, town
workers are always watenng the beau-
ttul coloured hanging baskets and bar-
rels in the downtown area.

| hope the town remembers dur
ing hot summer months to give these
new (rees a shot of H20 a few times per
week.

GERRY MCGUCKIN
NTOUFFVILLE

Keep our sidewalks clear

In most every city or small town ['ve
lived in during the last several decades,
a bvlaw insisted walkways, whether in
front of stores or homes, were to be
cleared off within 12 hours of a show
STOTI.

Does this not apply in Whitchurch-
Stouftville? (Yes it does, in certain areas,
under bylaw 2007-251-RID.)

But for 48 hours last week, it was
impossible to travel the sidewalks.

| don't think the responsibility should
be completely on the town's back. If
merchants want customers, no matter
what the weather. a quick shovel and
splash of salt might help.

And, homaeuowners, tw eacivise s
pood for the heart, waistline and safety
of others.

R. DYNES
\TOUFFVILLE

[Detrraa Weller

Oft The Top
with Jim Mason

[ wasn't in
Stouffville anymore

| was nding an elevatorvin our
daughter’s mid-town loronto apart-
ment building when I nearlv did it

A woman got on, loaded down
with more laundry than the BRal
timore Ravens could have soiled
during Super Bowl X1 V1]

| held the door open until she
and her collection of baskets and
cleaning products were firmlv in,
smiled and — caught myselt.

I wasn't in Kansas anvmore, loto.

I adore Toronto and all big cities
I've visited for their cool architec-
ture, local dives; swanky spots and
unique cultural action.

But they arent Stouffville. Few
places are. (Insert hick town/hay-
seed one:liner here. Pretty sure |'ve
heard them all.)

Sorry if | sound like Gomer Pyle,
Radar O'Reilly or a country radio
tune, but they don't say hello to
each other in the city. Same goes for
holding doors and letting vehicles
merge down in Rob Ford's hood.

They do know how to use their
car horns well. And when they wave,
some don't use all their fingers for
sOme reason.

If I'd said hi to the woman and her
laundry, | had visions of her glaring
back like she remembered seeing my
mug on Amernica’s Most Wanted.

(City people with dogs are a dif-
ferent breed | discovered while tak-
ing daughter’s pooch on a bathroom
run. They converse and smile. even
if they only remember you through
your canine companions name.)

I've said it before, but feel it
needs repeating for fear we, too,
lose our innocence: Keep saying
hello to each other. Stouffville It
won't lower your taxes but it might
help your blood pressure.

Hold that door. Wave. Check
on the elderty. Remain courteous
Smile. Phone a fnend. Say thanks

Were not Mavberry, Cabot Cove
or Twin Peaks any longer, but lets
keep the small town alive. kids.

Or we'll all have to get dogs

Jim Mason is editor of The Sun-
Iribune.



