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In discussing who will win
Super Bowl XIVII with Ely Matlow,
you don't want to take side with
the Baltimore Ravens.

'at would infuriate the
26-year-old Stouffville resident

Mr. Matlow is a diehard San
Francisco 49ers fanatic.

And proud of it.

Not because they've enjoyed a
resurgence since last season when
Jum Harbaugh took over as head
coach and are on the verge of win
ning the clubs sixth Super Bowl
ttle, iIf they can defeat the Ravens
in New Orleans tomorrow night

It actually goes back to the days
when Mr. Matow watched his first
Natonal Football | eague game
on 'V, which involved the 49ers,
when he was around five years
old.

Back then. in the early 1990s,
Mr. Matlow recalled the 49ers
were in the throes of their first
dvnasty when Steve Young took
over as the club’s signal caller
and icon Joe Montana was in the
autumn of his career.

And even through the seasons
when the 49ers were wallowing in
mediocrity after Mr. Young retired,
Mr. Matlow never wavered.

“I've stuck with them through
thick and thin,” he said.

Employed in the marketing and
adverusing field during the day,
his loyalty to the 49ers just doesnt
sit with him watching them play
on his big screen

Hes also made the long trek
with his girifnend Jill, whom he
converted into a 49ers fan, to Can
dlestick Park to watch his favounite
club play in the postseason.

While celebrating his 25th
birthday last year, they saw the
49ers defeat the New Orleans
Saints in an epic National hoot-
ball Conference divisional playofi
game, 36-32, when tught end
Vernon Davis caught the winning
touchdown pass from quarterback
Alex Smith with just nine seconds
remaining in regulation ume.

I'his season. they made the
return tnp to watch the 49ers rout
the Green Bay Packers 45-31 in an
NEC divisional postseason game.

I'hey flew out of Buffalo and
upon crossing the border en route
to the airport, were asked what
their purpose of visiting the Unit-
ed States was.

"My dream was to ge to a 49ers
game and we told the border
guard we're 49ers fans and were
going to their game. He thought
we were nuts but said ‘So you're a
49ers fan? OK”

Even in talking with fans at
(.andlestick Park, Mr. Matlow said
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ELY MATLOW: Normally chatty
Stouffville man was speechless

when he met Joe Montana

the initial reaction they got when
informed fellow fans they flew all
that way just to watch the 49ers
was one of disbelief.

"Al first they thought we were
crazy coming all that way. But
they loved the fact that we were
(.anadians and made us feel wel-
comed,” he said.

If that's not enovugh, after o
Ing to Stouffville just a couple
of months ago from Richmond
Hill, Mr. Matlow has turned his
basement into a 49ers shrine that
includes several jerseys and other
memorabilia pertaining to his
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team.

Not to mention a big screen
where he watches the games and
1s not to be disturbed — unless a
911 call comes his way

He was up until the wee hours
of the moming just to complete
his own hall of 49er fame.

Of all the items, a 49ers logo
pin given to him by a fan sitting
one row back last vear when they
saw the 49ers play the Saints is
chenshed the most.

The pin was given to the fan by
former 49ers wide receiver, legend
and club executive Dwight Clark.

Mr. Matlow said it's been a
good luck charm — the 49ers have
yet to lose,

He also has fond memones
of meeting Mr. Montana at an
organized meet-and-greet in days
leading up to the game last year
against the Saints.

“I'm normally a talkative guy
but when | met him in person |
was in shock, | almost choked,”
he said.

After this year’s playoff game
against the Packers, Mr. Matlow
said he saw 49er1s quartetback
Colin Kaepemnick going to a res-
taurant after the game and man-
aged 1o offer him congratulations.

“I don't think he wanted to
be seen. But he gave us a quick
hello and when he entered the

Join Us for a PREVIEW
of Your New Hospital!

| OnMarch 10, 2013, Markham Stouffville Hospital will
. open the doors to the expansion. This is the first phase
 In our multi-year expansion and renovation.
This great milestone could not have been achieved
without the dedication and commitment of our
community and people like you.
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Saturday, February 16, 2013
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Super fan backs 49ers at home, in San Fran

restaurant (Mortons Steakhouse
everyone there gave him a round
of applause, he said.

As for Sunday’s big game, M1
Matlow enterntained going to New
Orleans for it.

At first they thought we
were crazy coming all
that way. But they loved
the fact that we were
Canadians and made us

feel welcomed.’

But citing the cost of tickets,
hotel accommodations and other
things like parking being exorbi-
tant, he passed on it

Instead, he will watch the game
in Toronto as part of a Super Bowl
party sponsored by Bud Light.

Needless to say, he is excited.

“I'm jacked up, pumped up,
nervous ... a litte bit of every-
thing,” he said.

In an attempt 0 drum up local sup
port for the 49ers in preparation for Sun
days Dig game, Mr. Matiow has launched a
page on Facebook, which can be found at
htps.//www.facebook.com/Sanfrancisco49-
erfansinCanada

The open house will
include a guided tour

of the expansion,
refreshments
and an activity centre
for children.
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