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When Daniel Mannella attend
od a Nov. 30 Ontario Hockey
League contest in Mississauga
between the host Steelheads and
Niagara lceDogs, it turned out 1o
be an event he won't soon forget

Not  because  the  lceDogs
deteated the Steelheads 6-4
It was what Ililllhllill‘li off the

immediately once the final
buzzer sounded when the 1 7-year
old Woodbndge native was taken
aside by Greg Walters and given
SOMEe surprising news

I'he Georgetown Raiders gen
eral manager and head coach
informed Mannella he was part
ol a hve-plaver transaction: that
sent him, along with forward Mike
Stevens and $5.000 cash, to the
Stouftville Spirit for goalkeeper
Knick Dawe and forwards Alex
Botten and Jacob Bauchmann

“It was a real shock for sure,”
Mannella said when initially
informed of the trade. "My team-
mates and myself were at the
Steelheads game to watch our
teammate, Thomas Welsh, who
got called up to play for the Steel-
heads. Right after the game, Greg
(Walters) called me over and told

o

me the news
Hitll;:ﬂ |l;||l;n'|1rwi Prety fasd

Logging tume 1in 22 games dun
g his stint with the Raiders and
sporting a nifty 2 44 goals-agains!

one shutout and a 9]
percentage, Mannella el
he put up good numbers dunng
his rookie Ontano Junitor Hoo ke
League season

He was also rewarded by being
a member of the Canada Last
team that competed at the recent
2012 World Junior A Challenge in
Yarmouth, N .S

‘I wasn't expecting anything
to happen,” the Grade 12 Holy
Cross Catholic High School stu
dent said when asked if he heard
any trade winds blowing prior (o
the deal

In reporung to the Spirit, Man
nella was thrown into the
immediately as he was given the
starting nod when they played
host to the Lindsay Muskies last
Ihursday.

Despite getting off to a bit of a
rough start when he allowed four
goals just prior to the midway
point of the game, Mannella came
up big when the contest was on
the line after making two big stops
during the shootout session to
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DANIEL MANNELLA: Former
Georgetown Raider part of new
youth movement in Stouffville

help the Spirit snap their 10-game
winless streak with a hard fought
H-5 victory.

“It wasnt so much nerves at
first,” Mannella said in reference to
making what might appear to be a
shaky start between the pipes with
his new club. “l wasn't comfortable
at the start. It was a different envi
ronment with new teammates. But
as the game went on | felt better
and I just played my game.”

Despite joining a Spirit club that

Is it worth sticking around?
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When to let go of loyalty discounts to save money on insurance.

Many drivers assume that staying
with the same insurance company
for a long period of time leads to
the best car insurance rates. While
this may be true for some people
who have a good driving profile
and obtain lovalty discounts, 1t 15

not always the case The rates
charged by different msurance
companies to insure the same

driver, with the same car, for the
eXaCl same coverage, can vary by
hundreds and even thousands of
doflars. And with so many insurance
COMPanes providing car insurance
in Ontano, odds are you are not
Currently Insured with the
company that offers the best rate

i

Your loyaity discount may ROt save you as much as you think Insurarn

Ly hundreds, even thousands of dollars. But insuranceMotiine.com v /!l alwa,
the lowes! rates avaliable within our network of over 50 prem

One of the ways insurance
companies try to keep customers
around is by offering perks to loyal
customers. Lovalty discounts are
usually the main perk, but others
may include reduced deductibles
Often insurance customers believe
that by looking for a new Insurance
policy they will wind up paying
more since theyll have to forfe
any loyalty discounts and perks
they have earmmed In many cases,
however, 3 lower rate with another
nsurance company could save you
money because the rate difference
offsets any earmed loyalty rewards
from your current company There
5 Nno rnsk to taking some time to

shop around and get insurance

VIS INSUranNCeaMOTING.COM TOday andt expenence o [l
WOval 10 vOour wallet., nOt yOUIr MSUrANCEe DIrOVICe

quotes. And your currenmt insures

will not know that you are looking,

uniess you tell them Car insurance
quotes come without obligation, 50
yOou can compare rates whenever
you like This will give you a better
idea of how your current rate stacks
up N comparson with what s
available at anothes COMpany

insurance quoting sites like
insuranceHotiine com can help by
providing an independent,

unbiased rate comparison from a
network of over 30 insurance
companies to iind you a lower rate

available for your profile.
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had hit a deep valley after going
winless in 10 straight games and
noting the team was laden with
vounger plavers, Mannella senses
their fortunes will begin to go in a
positive direction

“This 1s a team thats full
talent and evervone 1s' positive
and there’s lots of excitement. The
guys here are hungry to win and
improve and | feel were a good
team. They brought me here for a
reason,” he said. ”

Introduced to the game when
he was six years of age starting in
the City of Vaughan Hockey Asso
ciation house league, Mannella
worked his way up the competitive
ranks to where he was with Greater
[oronto Hockey Leagues Toronto
litans major midgets last season
before joining Georgetown at the
start of this season.

A goalkeeper since the first
day he took to the ice and idol-
1zing veteran New Jersey Devils'
goalkeeper Martin Brodeur, Man-
nella was quick to credit much of
what he’s learned in recent years
through private sessions he's had
Piero Greco, goalkeeper
coach with the Kitchener Rangers
of the OHL.

"He's taught me a lot and he'’s
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- Goalie didn't see trade to Stouffville coming

never lost taith i o me. Mannella

said of what Greco has taught han
[hrough thosc sessions and

during his ume with the Spint

."sLIHHl'IJ.t HH[HW the hard work wall
culminate in obtal
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As well, he hopes his perfo
mance between the pipes will be
a major ingrediient in helping the
Spirt take the same path it did last
sCasog en route to winnmng the
league title. l

I'll do what | can 1o make it

happen, he said

BUSY BOYS

The Stouffville Spint will get a steady deet
of the Whitby Fury dunng the next eght
days

The teams that met in the OJHL champwon-
ship senes last SPDANE - the Spint won In
six games - will play three tmes through
next Thursday, starting tonight at the
Stouffville Arena

The Spirt will host the arch nval Nmrnaf
ket Humcanes S‘nunhﬁ and visit Whitby

Sunday aftemoon

The Spint (13-17) is in third place in the
North Division of the OJHL. seven points
back of the Aurora Tigers and two up on
the Lindsay Muskies
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