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Teachers p

From page 1

WOrkers against the ministry ol

cducaton

Ontawa Carleton D Distnict School
Hoard closed their schools to stu
dents vesterday with the walkout
Hastings-Prince Edward and Lake
head schools were also targeted
by the union protests Wednesday,
while Niagara and Keewatin-Patn
clan (northwestern Ontario) were
struck Tuesday and Timmins and
Stratford - area schools taced walk
outs Monday

Simcoe County, which includes
. hools in Bradtord and West (i wil
hmbury, 15 braced for the stnke
tomorrow. Parents there have been
informed schools will be closed to
students

We are not expecting any par

ents 1o arrive with thetr students
tor a regular school day. Should
those situations occur, we will deal
with each situation on an individ
ual basis and speak with the par
ents about the fact that there 1s no
teacher supervision at the school
and their need 1o make alternate
care arrangements for their child,”

sald board spokesperson Marla
lomlinson.
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MPPS will b Largeted Hhecau s
they were responsible tor the pas
sage ol the bill and need 10 be held
accountable tor Thursdays strke

York ETHO president Dawvid Clegy,

sald. The lLiberals’ actuons and
loss of teachers goodwill will be
a legacy lasting much longer than
today's walkout, he mlti

Some of those MPPs sand they
would be at their othices today
and prepared to speak with union
members

Julia Munro said that she would
be at her constituency office ih
H{I“dl'ld l.ll‘uill‘a},.'1 al some point

during the day and would invite
nside two representatnves ol the

group, if they wished to speak with
het

'he York-Simcoe Tory MPP said
the Liberals recalled legaslature i
August because they said it was
nevessaty o pass Bill 115 o pie
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Its an situation
she said during meet
HNES last February, the union said
members wanted a two per-cent
mocrease. When they were told that
n.g*-.ll'l in the cands,
walked away

Parents she has Spoken

her nding have
towards elementan
said

[hey understand tha
deficit position were in, its only
reasonable, given the increases
teachers have had over the last 10
years, 10 take a pause

Vaughan MPP Steven Del Duca
said he respected the teachers
nght to have their voices heard

outside his offices in a Woodbridge
plaza.
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Just Married!

What's your

\ Celebration?

Whether you're looking
for work close to home or
need to hire the best talent
IN your community.....

| know they will be respectiul
of the patrons in the plaza |r‘-.]n 1
i will 'H a peacetul protest and
theny h\lh IMake
day after the
will be the

their point, but a
walkout, the reality
SN LJInumatcely, the
numbers are what they are and
the provincial deficit remains

\fter the walkout, he said, he
hoped the teachers would come
DAack 1o the table tor a
Lhon.

[hormhill PC MPP Peter Shui
man, who wont be at his constitu
ency office as hes away with fam
y for the holidays, said he under
stands the teachers frustration
with Premier Dalton McGuinn

‘I dont blame them. My party
supported Bill 115 on the basis that
it would ensure (an) uninterrupted
school year and to rein in spend-
ing. We would have preferred all
public sector workers have the
freeze because that is fair”

[iberal MPP Reza Mondi said
he would be available to speak
with union members outside his
Richmond Hill constituency office
and planned to tell them that it's
not possible to maintain full-day
Kindergarten, not fire teachers
while still reining in expenses to
deal with the deficit
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1O any parents registered through
their companies benefits plan

Ihey had extra staf
HONns at the

DAy IS Mmadn

iniilx'ih TR ey Cale®

and loca
ready and expected
most York Regron children requi
INE emergency care to be cared tor
at the Aurora locanhon today

Bonnmie Craig, director at Ova-
ton Performing Arts Academy,
sald her Richmond Hill company
has received a slew of calls since
teachers began withholding extra-
curriculars from parents thinking
the rest of the years activities are
a washout

She said she has heard "ram-
pant’ pessimism over the prospect
of this i1ssue being resolved betore
the end of the school veatr

“They are frustrated and upset
that their kids are caught in the
nuddle of this
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