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BY SANDRA BOLAN
sbolan@yrmg.com

Whitchurch-Stouffville council’s 
conduct has been called into ques-
tion by a resident and Toronto’s 
Rob Ford is in court over an alleged 
conflict of issue during a meeting. 

So when it comes to council 
meeting decorum and procedure, 
just exactly how are people on both 

sides of the dais supposed to act?
“As an adult, when you come to 

the mayor’s house and the town’s 
council, I think you would show a 
level of respect to the dignity of the 
chambers, the office of the mayor, 
the office of the council,” said Ward 
2 Councillor Phil Bannon who was 
the subject of resident Bob James’ 
recent decorum delegation.

“As a taxpayer and resident, I 
do not expect to stand up before 
council and be insulted,” Mr. James 
said Tuesday night in his delega-
tion to council.

Mr. James was referring to an 
exchange that took place in open 
council July 17 between himself 
and Mr. Bannon on the issue of 
Musselman’s Lake signs.

Mr. James, a lake resident, 
referred to himself as a taxpayer. 
Mr. Bannon replied by saying he 
was a “nobody”.

“I remember him interrupting 
me while I was speaking and I was 
making comments in defence of 
the (Mussleman’s Lake) residents’ 

political arena?

‘Show respect’ for council, Bannon asks

Business 
as usual 
for now:
teachers

By  Kim Zarzour
kzarzour@yrmg.com

It was back to school as usual 
for teachers in York Region pub-
lic school classrooms Tuesday, 
but the head of York’s elementary  
teachers union warns if simmer-
ing tension and anger continue 
to build, that lull won’t last.

York Region Elementary 
Teachers’ Federation of Ontario 
president David Clegg is prom-
ising parents the first month of 
school, at least, should be free of 
labour disruption.

More than 7,000 public school 
teachers and 3,600 Catholic 
teachers have returned to the 
classroom, but for many in the 
public system, it is with a sense of 
unease over what’s to come.

While the separate school 
board has signed on with the 
provincial deal reached with its 
teachers union, the public board 
and its teachers, like their coun-
terparts elsewhere in Ontario, are 
in a deadlock with the education 
ministry.

Public board, educators
deadlocked with province

Organizer Kevin Huhn (centre) keeps the peace, but barely, between six York Region mayors who have signed up to play in Road Hockey To 
Conquer Cancer, an all-day event Sept. 29 at Ontario Place. From left are Whitchurch-Stouffville’s Wayne Emmerson, Aurora’s Geoffrey Dawe, 
East Gwillimbury’s Virginia Hackson, Mr. Huhn, King’s Steve Pellegrini, Markham’s Frank Scarpitti and Georgina’s Robert Grossi. For more on 
the tournament, which benefits Princess Margaret Hospital and the Canadian Cancer Society, go to teamuptoconquercancer.ca

See SOME, page 8.
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See MEETING, page 10.
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