Vineyards unaffected by frost
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are waiting to see what is salvageable from
the June drop. But according to the Ontario
Apple Growers Association, Mr. Passafiume
can expect to see only 20 per cent of his
normal yield.

Ms Huffman said many growers will be
economically OK this season as they have
already been paid for last year’s crop, which
is now coming out of storage and being
sold.

Next year, however, will be tough on grow-
ers because they won't have anything to sell
from this year, she said.

Some growers have crop insurance, which
will help cover a portion of the damage “and
keep (them) afloat for another year,” Ms
Huffman said.

To help make up what will be lost in apple
sales, Mr. Passafiume planted double the
number of pumpkins he normally would
have.

The u-pick farm also grows strawberries,
which Mr. Passafiume said “look really good.
... That’s something.”

“Our concern is this year obviously being
able to keep our customers happy and giving
them something to do,” he said.

Applewood is also an award-winning
winery, but Mr. Passafiume does not think
they will be able to make any from apples
this year. Instead, they plan on making more
strawberry wine.

Just northeast of Applewood is Willow
Springs Winery, which was not affected

by the early thaw/re-frost because grapes
bloom later in the season, typically mid-
May, according to Mario Testa, the vineyard’s
manager and winemaker.

“We are one of the rare people who are
OK,” he said.

Some growers have crop insurance,
which will help cover a portion
of the damage ‘and keep (them)

afloat for another year.

Some apple varieties weathered the tem-
perature swing better than others. Honey
Crisps, Ambrosias and Spies will be available,
however, Ms Huffman said the Empires were
completely damaged, while the Macintoshes
were “quite hard-hit”.

“The lower it was in the orchard, the
harder they got it,” Mr. Passafiume said.

Applewood grows Macintosh, Red Deli-
cious, Spencer, Cortland/Red Cortland,
Spartan, Royal Gala, Honey Crisp, Paula Red
and some Golden Delicious.

The quality and taste of the apples that
did survive will not be affected. However,
what customers may see are misshapen or
oddly shaped fruit, Ms Huffman said. She
also noted growers may increase their farm-
ers’ market prices.

“I don’t think there has been a price
increase for quite a while. They’re certainly
not looking to gouge consumers,” she said.
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Matthew Passafiume shows a fruitless apple branch, a dry apple bud that was not polli-
nated at Applewood. By now, there should be 70 per cent more apples on this branch.
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Summer is arround the corner and it's getting warmer.
We will be starting our cottage commute or just getting
out for a weekend drive so we should be thinking about
some vehicle maintenance. We have some specials for
June that can save you some money. Lubrication, 5
litres of premium engine oil & filter, 140 point safety
inspection. This includes front end, steering, shocks,
brakes & a roadtest to make sure everything is okay. All
that for $29.95.

We also have an early bird air conditioning special
which includes inspect & adjust A/C compressor belt
where applicable. Test high & low pressure. Tests for any
leaks in the system. Test A/C condenser cooling fan for
operation. Test interior vent temperatures. Inspect cabin
filters where necessary. All this for $39.95 If the system
is not performing satisfactorily we also have a purge &
recharge special for $59.95 plus parts (refrigerant gas
& oil).

Sandy’s Auto Service provides computerized tune-
ups & diagnostics, 4 wheel disc & anti-lock brake
system repair & diagnostics, exhaust systems. Ministry
of Transport vehicle certifications & major/minor
mechanical repairs.

We also repair engines, transmissions, clutches &
differentials. “We are not only ASE certified (Automotive
Service Excellence), Ontario licensed, but also a
certified Drive Clean Test & Repair facility” say’s Sandy,
affectionately known as the Doctor. If your vehicle
should fail to meet Ontario standards, you can expect
honest & helpful advice on which course of action
should be taken. If you have received your notification
in the mail for your Drive Clean test, call Sandy’s for your

Kappointment now. You will be in and out in 20 minutes.

This Month’s Spec1als

The shop is dedicated to honest & dependable service.
Customers are always called to verify any repairs before
any work commences. Honesty, fairness & respect for all
customers are the foundations of the business. Our goal
is to make your automobile repair experience friendly &
successful. All our replacement parts meet or exceed the
specifications of the vehicle manufacturer to ensure new
car warranty requirements are met.

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to call.
Ask for Sandy or of course the boss Sharon. Our business
hours are 8am to 6pm Monday to Friday. Sorry we are
closed Saturday & Sunday for family time.

We hope everyone has a wonderful Summer. We look
forward to serving you.

Sandy’s Auto Service Ltd.
176 Bullock Dr. Unit 8, Markham

905-294-3868
www.sandysautoservicemarkham.com /
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