= BUSINESS: Lumber still king at

BY SANDRA BOLAN
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Stouthvilles first planing mill had  five
owners betore Wesley Schell and Clavion
Stoutter took it over in 14922

In 1927, Mr. Schell bought out his part
AT pnrllullnl Lthe husiness -.

Since then, i1ts locatnon and the Schell
name have remained synonymous with
lumber in the heart of Stouffville

From June 6 10 9, the company will cel
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former planing mull

ebrate 1ts 90th anniversary with special sales
and a chanty barbecue

Over the past nine decades
ha

the founda
tion ot Schells business changed very
littde. Lumber is sull s COMPONent,
hut now there are also home hulding iems
along with the country store, which sells
gardening items and farm essentials
“Through the war years it was pretty lean
times. It was hand-to-mouth. Alter the war,
it started to pick up, said Percy Schell, one
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of Wesley Schells sons |
Even though the companys patriarch has

passed on, there remains three generations ol
Schells operating the family business, includ

ing Percy Schell and his brother Harry, who
despite being in their 80s, still regularly work
at the Edward Street company

THREE GENERATIONS AT WORK

lhe duo actually owned the store until
about [0 years ago when they passed it on to
their sons Ron and Steve

' he youngest Schell employed at the store
1S 1Y

Lleven vears ago, Wesley Schell’s great
granddaughter Melissa Dubois-Harper's first
job was as a cashier at Schell Lumber. Now,
shes upstairs in the othce working in sales
and accounting,

| liked it 1 liked the atmosphere. | liked
being close to my family,” Mrs. Dubois Harp
er said

And that she s Just 4 couple of desks away
trom hers 1s her mother Judy's

As a teenager, Ms Schell spent her suny
mers working for the family business, but
decided it wasnt for her and went 10 univer

SIS

But her plans changed and 25 yealrs ago
Ms Schell joined the company full-time, in
AUty

We all et along We all kind ol have our
specialities in the business,” she said.

In the carhiest days of the Stoufiville Plan

ing Mills operanon, it had three employees
-Hllllihl-:g i)

Percy Schell, who jomed the

Plenty of Schells on hand for 90th anniversary events

company in 1950

In 1955, the company name changed to
Schell Lumber Lid. At the same time, the stone
expanded and a 2.5 acre site was purchased
just to the north tor the lumber vard

l'he company continued to grow with
expansions again in 1960, 19/4, 1988 and u
2004 when they purchased the former co op
building directly north of them to hous
Schell's design centre and country store

Schell Lumber now has 45 emplovees, with
14 of them from the Schell family

'hroughout the decades, Schell was asso
clated with Ace Lumber and TIM-BR MARTI. In
2009, 1t joined torces with Home Hardware

“Were not hardware. We're a buildding cen
tre, 100, Ms Schell said

‘We ve dj\r\d‘_u Deen very contractor-based
but also (sold 10) individuals. . But since the
community has grown, were gettung morn
homeowners, Mrs. Dubois-Harper

OPERATION EXPANDED

Connecting with the community beyond
the retailer/customer relationship ha
been key to the Schell family

Tm a big believer in taking
local community,” Ms Schell sad

Since 1953, the company has entered
float into the Stouffville Kinsmen Santa Glaus
parade and the business annually sponsor
h M .11 Ullllh HFHH'M leAaImns

‘| believe that 1s uuntl 101 1the hudren Lo
et out there, Ms Schell said. " The
NITY IS Very important to us on a p
business level
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