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LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

Spirit supporters
helped team to title

On behalt of the Stoutiville
Spint plavers and staft, | would
like to say thank vou to all the
people of Stouftville and sw
rounding arca lor vour unwan
ernng support of our team du
ing our journey through the
Ontano Junor Hockey League
playolls and our tnp to Thun
der Bay tor the Central Cana
dhan Championships

Collectively, you  helped
inspire us, often when we need
ed it most during the challenges
we faced during our 29 plavof]
and tournament games

Whether vou attended one
or all of our games. drew pic
tures at school that were hung
in our dressing room, histened
on radio, watched on the Inter
net from all over North Ameri-
ca, sponsored us in some way
or simply sent encouraging
e-mails 1o us during the past
10 weeks, we would like you
to know that we truly appreci
ate all that the Stoufiville com
munity and hockey fans have
done to help us in our pur
suit of the OJHIL. and national
championships.

We proudly share our
Buckland Cup championship
with you

C RAIG DONOVAN
MHEAIY ( TIACH

NTOLERNVTLLE SPIRID

Town not changing
for the better

Stouftville was once a town
where you acknowledged and
spoke 1o your neighbours
shopped on Main Street, knew
your tavounte person at the
bank and went to the main
diamond to support your local
softball team

It had community spirit. The
shops supported your child’s
team and your kids could walk
to and from school safely

Well, 1 guess time has
changed and | am not pre-
pared for it. There are countless
amounts ol farmland being re
zoned lor housing and numer
ous oversights by the mavor’s
office and council in a once
picturesque town

Now, we have schools being
built beside water reservoirs
and railroad tracks, a legion in
an industrial area and a dog
park in a commercial area

Council held a meeting
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to discuss the expansion of

Memonal Park this month. h
was the core ol town before
they flattened the toboggan
hill, removed some of the dia
monds and put in Park Dnve

All 1 heard at the meeting
was how “Markham has this”
and "1 want that

Stoufiville never wanted to
be Markham. If vou want the
sO-Called luxunes of Markham.
then move to Markham.

Lhere are countless
versations  about

COn
the H|"|th

~on Main Street and trving to

Leep the downtown alive. The
park development will have no
positive impact. Shoppers will
contunue to dnve 1o the shops
mn the west end

| may not be a poltcian,
but | have a memory and |
remember the small quaint
town we all called home. The
town projects a total popula-
non of 42,3441 2013, 55,800 in
2021 and 62,321 in 2026. Those
numbers not only astonish me,
they are uultlrrulm

We pnide ourselves on being
Country Close to the City, and
vet we have no environmental
advisory committee to ensure
the security of farmland and
wells. It was dismantled after
the election in 2006

For those new to town, we
once prided ourselves on our
polite  humour, community

spint and back yards. | see no
spint between the town and
sports clubs, no connection
to the people who inhibit this
town and very little commit-
ment from the town to its
farmecrs.

Now neighbours are starting
community watch programs to
keep their homes and children
safe. This is not the Stouffville |
grew up in and the town | love.
[own council needs a complete
overhaul

Once a town is changed, it is
changed torever

SHAWNA KELTERBORN
TARIE JANISS

Record support for
library book sale

Once again the community
ol Whitchurch-Stouttville has
come through

| he hibrary s grant book sale
raised more than $14,.800 dur-
ing the 4-1/2 days of the sale.

I hese tunds will augment
resources at the library, such as
author wisits and purchasing
cqguipment

lhe book sale fundraising
committee has many, many
people to thank for helping to
make this sale so successtul

First, to the Stouffville
firefighters, Kinsmen Club
of  Stouftville, Richardson

Lodge Masons and students
of Stoufiville District Second-
ary School and neighbouring
schools for setting up and tak-
ing down the sale. Thanks to
the many volunteers who gave
so freely of their time, sorting,
selling and packing,

And thank you to The
Stouffville Sun-Tribune for
supporting the sale through
advertisement and publicity

Last, but certainly not
least, many thanks are due to
the citizens who came out in
record numbers to support
this library fundraiser.

Their generous support of
this event is responsible for its
continued success.

All this dedication and com
mitment Is most appreciated

CAROLYN
NORDHEIMER JAMES
CHIEF EXFCUTIVE OFFICER
WHITCHURCH STOUFFVILLE
FPURLIC LIRRAR)

Don't just talk pro-life

Re: April 19 letters to the edi
tor, Iime 0 re-open abortion
debate by Mary Lee Ramball
and Female fetus protected
oo by Ketth Grose.

| dont believe the abor-
tion rights issue will ever find
resolution in an emotional
debate — and | dont believe
it should

In tollowing these recent
emotonal arguments, it Seems
clear we all have our diverse
opinions influenced by our
religious or spiritual beliefs
age and financial or life siu
aton

'hose gf us against tel
mination of a first trimester
pregnancy (this is a rudimen
tary life form, not a “preemie
stage of development, as used
In example by one woman)
are, of course, entitied to that
belief to guide our own per
sonal choicces

| am not, however, comton
able instituting laws o govern
the nights of any other womans
l’)()(f}‘b&'ﬂ‘d\lnlpl\ onopinions
This just opens the doors to
the "back street butchers” once
again. We would be wpdirecth
promoting the endangerment
of the life of the woman

0 intelligently and fairly
resolve this issue, we need
facts. We need something truly
measurable and consistent in
defining when the essence ol
what it actually means to be
human beings. | dont know if
that will ever be possible

Until we can come up with
something concrete, would it
not be healthier to focus more
on supporting one another in
our lives and difficult decisions
rather than endlessly arguing
for rights about unknowns on
purely emotional grounds?

| think it is important we
immediately stop allowing the
use of terminology like “mur-
der’ and “killing” in our dis-
cussions. Those words are not
truths, just personal opinions.

We pnide ourselves in advo-
cating respect for the poten-
tial life of the vet unborn, but
with our thoughtless and cruel
words we can damage the liv-
ing. Shouldn't we do more than
just “talk” pro life?

How many of us join Big
Brother or Big Sister-type orga
nizations to help existing chil-
dren who need us?

How many of us routineh
donate very generously to food
banks, underprivileged fami
hes and childrens chanties?

How many of us adopt not
just babies, but older or chal
lenged children who dont
have loving homes/

I'hese are lives that we can
protect and improve right now
[hat is fact, not opimon

BEV WELLS
NTUNC FRVITLLS

HAVE YOUR SAY

» E-mail your letter to the editor
to jmasoné@yrmg.com




