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With more than 60 per cent of respon
dents o a recent Environics poll, commus
wonesd by the Toronto Board of Trade, agree
e the GHIAS roads have reached a “crisis
O

\ survey conducted by ll‘}:l'! Market
ng tor the CBC tound halt of Canadians
surveyed said they would pay $3 a day for
road tolls

\nother poll, conducted by Angus Reid
tor the Toronto Star, showed 37 per cent of
lortontonians moderately support and |18
per cent strongly support the idea of a con
poestion charge — a tee levied on motonists in
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a coalition ot civic leaders i the
mates over the next 2O years
hon people and one mudhion cars wall move
into the Golden Horseshoe an

I nothing s done over the next 35 years,
the annual direct and indirect costs of con
pesthon will grow trom S6 hithon to $15 il
hon, the alhance sand

'he problem becomes even more com
plex when considerning the $50 bidlion Metro
Iinx estimates it needs over the next 25 years

for various transit improvements
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Rigid plastic tood and household

containers are accepted in
York Region’s Blue Box program

Don’t know where 1t goes?
a’'waste

Gl
LCLONTINUOU S @

il ¥ =y =

Use The Bin-dicator tool at www vork

\‘.IHII

1 Dnversion
{ Intano

}M;?l:?'cgion

www. york.ca'waste
1000

18774499675 ext

e Bed ) s stepped lorward with | [ ledl}

| 14 U Could solve many of the G EAS tratfi
ir.'l"rlt'llr

Just hke municipal water, all ot Ontanos
roads showdd be metered and paid for when
they are travelled on, Transport Futures leam
ing events founder Marty Colher said

[he rates paid would take into account a
vehices fuel consumption, the time of day
and size and popularity of the road used

'his approach is the only way to get cars
off the road while raising money for public
transit and road repairs and creating green
jobs, he said

Sounds like a gargantuan project, right?

Its not necessarly as big as you might
think, Mr. Collier said, noting it could be
accomplished with transponders in every car
tor tracking road use and charging accord-
ingly |

“People often say to me, "Well, that'’s just
a tax grab, but | say, its a time grab,” the
York University graduate said. “People can
no longer go where they need to in a reli
able fashion. I this got 10 per cent of drivers
off the road. all other car journeys could be
quicker. Its simple. Would vou rather be in
the car or with your family at your kid's soc-
cer match? Would that be worth 10 cents per
Kilometre?

Betore a metenng system could be implc~
mented provincewide, tnals would have to be
completed in commuter towns and cities to
test its effectiveness, he said

| hats where York Regions drivers would
comae in

‘I think York Region might be a place where
there would be enough political support,” he
said. "It was very progressive in its implemen-

one million more cars to Golden Horseshoe

A00Nn of VIVA, which had 1"\ RN ' M
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Oregon, project volunteers wottld b

transponders and recerve rebates
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Chvtanio pgovernmment for thie - Fas L
they pay per litre

If the tnal was as successtul 1 Ontano
it has been elsewhere, Mr Colher behieves
car numbers on our roads would be reduced
unmediately

\s lor driivers who choose 1o stay on the

roads, he said Hwy. 407, a privately run toll
highway, proves motorists are ready to pay to
avoid "busy and dangerous  highwavs, such
as Hwy 401, which has become the third
busiest highway in North Amenca

“It's not a silver bullet, but 1it’s a shuny bul
let,” he said

(setting cars off the road would also signif)
cantly decrease carbon emissions. he said

One potential stumbling block s gettung
politicians on board.

In York ”t‘ﬂil‘lllf representanves Mt hoth
sides of the political spectrum were open 1o
the idea of road tolls, but hesitant to accept
too much change at once.

Newmarket-Aurora MPP and Progressive
Conservative transportation critic Frank Klees
said although he is keen o accept certam
kinds of tolling, he had privacy concegns with
Mr. Collier’s metering plan

“(High occupancy vehicle) lanes currenth
restrict people from driving unless they have
more than one person in the car,” he said

“These lanes are often empty. while the other
lanes are full. Its possible to give people a
choice to get a transponder to use the HO\
lanes, should they wish to pay.”
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