police fear the message is not being heard
hey say, as a result of a mild winter, bodies
ol water have not frozen over o the POINt
where they are sale to travel on, including
ponds, rivers and streams

Residents should “stay off the ice as it

Stay off ponds, rivers, lakes: police

\lter responding to two close calls on
Lake Simce last weekend, the York Region
al Police manne unit is reminding resi
dents that mild weather has made the ice
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b extremely unsafe on most bodies of water s dangerously unsate and the water is still
% Despite issuing many warmings, York ~ extremely cold,” Const. Rebecca Boyd said.
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| This adaptation focuses on the

| essential elements of theatre Nt is rock to hip-hop ! intry ! 1 10 dance
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3 BY APPOINTMENT ONLY!
: *14.95

4 LUBE /ON /FILTER  +  TOP UP ALL FLUIDS
: TIRE ROTATION +  BRAKE INSPECTION
. 20 POINT VEMICLE INSPECTION

Service Special

A\
. '#ﬂﬁ-_**h uhabes g w " e of 'm W

,{i.iIHt

Mon-Thur 7am-Spm, Friday 7am-8pm, Sat Sam-Spm
ST ML BUICK @ e o

o T

World music festival added

to downtown schedule

BY SANDRA BOILAN
IHIF.

Wil be po shortage of events
Stouttville this year, including the

annual Faster e hunt, another girls week

end and round of outdoor mowvie nights, as
CH | music festival
he key s o get as many people down
AT nd Anna Rose, downtown co-ordina
Lo tor the Town ol Whitchurch-Stouftville
Last year. a handiul of new events ook
place m the core, including Stouffvillicious

and Stoutiville Street Scene, which both return
this veal
| think no matter what business you're
domg, we can get creative 10 get people
there, Ms Rose told the smattering of mer
chants who attended the Thursday morning
meeting
New activities scheduled for this year
include Jane’s Walk, May 5
'he national event commemorates urban
planner Jane Jacobs and encourages people
o explore their neighbourhoods
Lhere will be two walks led by local histo
rian Fred Robbins, according to Ms Rose. One
walk will tocus on public and institutional
lacihbes, while the other will be about bridges
and wate
Lhe event s also in partnership with the
Whitchurch-Stoutiville Public Librany
Were sull developing that but it should be
a lot of fun.” Ms Rose said
\Iso new to the calendar 1s September's
Stouthville World Music Festival. The event will
focus on the towns dl\t‘r'hlt‘_\ and showcase
song and litestyle
This replaces Culture Days, which were
held tor the past couple of years at the same
time as the Markham lair
We dont want to compete with them,” Ms
Rose said of the popular tair
Shoppers have not been forgotten.
Canadians have jumped all over™ the
Umted States” Black Friday shopping, so

EXCLUSIVELY at yorkregion.com
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sdles Tor the bargain hungry, according to Ms
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Loncentrated efforts toaamprove the down
LOWT NAVE Deen an 1d-month lomng Dot 1ol
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the downtown, but all commercial arcas of

Whitchurch -Stoufiville

meraial pohcy review that ne

!“t \”Hh' H"I!J." h{'“l L ,”[ ?g‘h{.’,‘ll'r \
better understand reswdents

shopping and spending pattern.

[he study will help local retailers better
understand residents’ shopping and spend
Ing patterns, according to Andrew McNeely,
director of planning and building services for
the lown of Whitchurch-Stouffville

As part of the review, a !l*h‘pl‘.ulh‘ SLIPVEY
of 800 completed interviews will take place
between April and May to help the town
determine which dollars are leaving the com
munity, identity gaps and provide a move - fo
ward plan, according to Mr. McNeeh

Over these same 18 months, the downtown
occupancy rate has increased. according to
Mr. McNeely, despite the sluggish economy

I'here are currently only three vacgnt prop
erties downtown - Barthau Jewellers' former
location, a space beside B) Gift and Variety
and another one beside Stouffville Forists
Come the beginning of May, Scotiabank’s
location will also become vacant

M McNeely also noted many of the estab
lishments within the downtown are OWNelr
occupiers and “that means theres a larger
commitment in the downtown’

NEWS YOU CAN USE DAILY [

Check out our new

feature, 5 Things You
Need to Know, 1o fuel
up for the day ahead

town hall
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BANVS Woodbine Ave @@ Hwy 7 Martham

Take an online tour of
‘Whitchurch-Stouffville’s

WEIGH IN

From council debates to new

growth plans, your neighbours
are gebating the issues of the
week. Log in to have your say.




