Fewer low-income people get legal aid

BY JOE FANTAUZZLI

Jantauzzi@yrmg com

Fewer low-income people are being grant
ed access to legal aid in Ontario, despite mil-
lions of tax dollars being spent on the provin-
cial program.

Provincial auditor general Jim McCarter
this week released his office’s analysis of the
program, which costs the province about
$190 million a year.

Tighter controls are needed to ensure the
money lawyers receive for legal aid work is
justified, he said his office found during an
investigation.

But calling for stronger controls over pay
ments unfairly suggests part of the problem
lies with lawyers over-charging the system,
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sald criminal lawyer Ed Prutschi, who prac-
nses in Newmarket and occasionally does
legal aid cases.

During the past decade, Ontario spent
more on legal aid, per capita, than any other
province, but an outdated test (o determine
if someone is eligible for legal aid, combined
with rising lawyers’ legal aid fees, has resulted
in fewer low-income people qualifying for the
SETVICE.

During that same period, the number of

Ontano Court of Justice charges at the New-
market courthouse and York Region’s low.
Income population grew, figures show.
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Guide production has evolved!

NEW LOOK - NEW eGUIDE

The Town will now offer a digital online version of the Leisure Guide
New page-flipping and interactive features include:

® Direct link from guide barcodes to online registration
® New search function |
® Active weblinks for content, including advertisers
® Sticky notes and favorites
® Access from your computer, ebook, ipad or smartphone

Now accepting requests for advertising!
~ For more information contact:
Micole Ongman at micole.ongman@townofws.ca or 905-640-1910 x 2323
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LIBRARY WEB SITE DEMOS
Thursday, December 15 - 7:00-8:30 pm
Thursday, December 29 - 2:00-3:30 pm
Topics include downloading e-books and
audio books, renewing or reserving from home
electronic booklists, researching health issues, etc

Free! Pre-registration is required!

AND A TREAT OVER THE HOLIDAYS!
Tuesday, Wednesday,

Thursday, and Friday

December 27, 28, 29, & 30

from 10:00 am-1:00 pm

'hank you and Happy Holidays to all our patrons!

HOLIDAY MOVIE @ YOUR LIBRARY
Wednesday, January 4 - 1:30 pm
“Dolphin Tale*

A story centered on the friendship between a boy
and a doliphin whose tail was lost in a crab trap
Free Admission! Rated PG

JOLLY PHONICS
for 4-year olds
Thursdays

January 12 - May 31
4:00 - 5:00 pm

The asm of this program is to teach the chuidren how to

read and write through a systematic phonics program
Children must be able to hold and use g pencil

Cost $40
Pre-registration 1 required

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Library Book Sale

Committee

Willing to donate a few hours a
month and need strong arms to

<arry boxes of books and access
to 3 vehicle to move boxes

if nterested, contact Carolyn Nordheimer James at ext. 223

FROM THEIDESK OF THE FIRE CHIEF:

DK STEWART ANTIQUES §
The Brooklin Antiquarian

“MAKE AN OFFER” SALE

Quality Antique Country (Pine) Furniture 8 Accessories at
Significantly Reduced Prices from a Very Large Inventory

SALE ON NOW!
et 905-985-7179
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(Manchester) Directly West of Port Perry
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P.A. DAY CHILDREN'S

WORKSHOP AT THE MUSEUM:
INTRODUCTION TO THE
NEW MUSEUM AND COMMUNITY CENTRE
Friday, February 3rd - 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Lome and spend the day exploring our new facility
Get a behind-the-scene look at your Museum while
participating in an assortment of hands-on

Doors Open Whitchurch-Stouffville is now accepting
volunteer applications for 2012 If you would like 10
help out as a volunteer for this event next June, please

mtaﬂ us at 905 2'? 8954 of mmuseummmnofm 1
activities, crafts, cooking and games

HOL'DAY muns just perfect for children aqu 8-

The Museum will close on December 24th for the Pre-registration 1s required and
holidays and will be open in the New Year. Staff wish all participants must bring thewr own nut-free
readers a happy holiday season and a safe New Year lun( |-. Cost S40.00 ($32 00 for Museum members

While vislom of sugarplums
danced in their heads...

sugarpiums were a special holiday treat for Victorian children
sugarpiums were made by simmernng a whole fig in sugar syrup, but

variations of this delicious dessert include fruit and nut mixtures seasoned

with coconut, ginger, orange, lemon and brandy
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2011/ 2012 PIIOFESSDNAI. SERIES UPCOMING STARLIGHT
The BEST in Arts & Entertainment - UP CLOSE & PERSONAL CINEMA SCREENINGS
“mme (seasonal event) "‘ll‘l!m Tlﬁrm H-7pm
Motus 0's production u-n-dwm OF LIFE v Drama
DEC 16/7ym, DEC.17/2m k79, OEC 182 p SN Ao Do 73061 Caros
» $35 regular~ $30 * $18 studen L Film Festrval
JUSTIN HINES  (seasonal event Tickets: $7.50 regular
Featuring music from Justie ¢ olbum “Season s Greetings” $5.00 member (at the door)
_ - $35 regular - $30 subscriber - $10 student - _—— M‘;‘w ,fﬁm”
YUK YUKS “ON TOUR”™ (live comedy Friends of Starlight CGinema: $1
THURSDAY, JANUARY 26 /8 p.m. e e i
« 520 regular « 517 subscriber (an 18+ event)
: = o :" s SPECIAL HOLIDAY SCREENING
- 'm.w_':mw'mﬂm'w <2 Thursday, December 22 - 7 pm
" LOOKING FOR A VENUE FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT? IT'S A WONDERFUL LIFE
Thts umique multi purpose venue features lighting, sound & prejection (G, Drama)
Systems o5 well i 3 retractable riser seating system | PAY WHAT YOU CAN" DONATION OR FOOD (TEM
Call Steven at (905) 640-2322 for more detads. FOR THE WS FOOD BANK

¥ 7%




