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OPINION

Is your tolerance tested at grocery store, gas bar?

( JdULICNCE IS a virtue,

POSSEss I I you can
Seldom found in
woman. Never found

In man.
Obviously, the anonymous
author of this quote was nevel
a resdent ol Whitchurch

Stouliville. Otherwise he would
have commed the hine 1o read
"Patence i1s a virtue POSSESS 1]

i vou can. Sometimes found

woman. Seldom found in man
Why do | prefer the more
practical perception? Hopefully

recent experiences will explain
Occasion No. | was in No
Fridls, for no other reason than
0 purchase two items, a jar of
peanut butter and a chocolate

bar. It was a Saturday and the

store was busy On approaching
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Rather

Ti"ld[i

(// 3 nel // woel these (

return

114"

earest check-out counter, |
observed the lineup to be long
customers with carts hlled

}HL.'

chases 1o their respective shelves
and depart empty-handed, | toler
antly took my place. That’s when
a woman, immediately ahead,
observed my circumstance

“You dont many,
vaid, 'l have a Please
ahead,

| hat’s patience

Occasion No. 2: | was on stu
dent crosswalk duty Tuesday. Due
o inclement weather, walkers
were fewer than usual but vehicu
lar trathic was heawvy

With cars, trucks and buses
f-m-d 1p on Millard Street between
Lhe Ninth Line and Westlawn Cres
cent, | held parents and children
hack until the main road cleared
One pedestrian, a young mother,
was holding a small girl and push-
Ing a baby carrage

she
Imove
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Aflter what, to her, must have
seemed like an eternity, | guided

nNer across
“Sorry for the hold-up,” | apol
ogized, "its been one of those

Mornings.

“Dont feel sorrv for me,”
replied, “1 teel sorry for you.”

That's patience

Occaslon No. 3: The location
was Mac’s gas bar on Main Street.
[ he late-evening price had been
reduced to $1.20 a liter, prompt
ing motonsts to hil up prnior to
their morning commute

One woman, obviously unac
customed to the self-serve
tem, couldn't make the switch
over work., Before | could walk
Irom my car to hers, a wailing
driver, also a woman, came over

“Let me help,” said,

she

“r}"ﬁ

she ‘these
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things can be tricky at times

In a matter of minutes, th
thankful motorist was on her way

I'hat's patience

| hen “’H’H“‘m the other sid¢

Occasion No. 1: Again at No
Frills. And again with two purchas-
es. Waiting near the end of a long
line, a man became irritated

“What are you doing here? Don't
you know there’s cashier four |
aisles over who can handle small
quantity sales? It's people like v
who slow down people like m

I hat's impatience.

Occasion No. 2: ()
duty lThursday. The trathe
was heavy with lineups

Crosswalxs

agail
extendading
in all directions

\t the
driver dAltempting 4
turn, cut a male driver off, for
Ing him (o brake. Not content (o
politely smile and motion her on
he jumped from the vehicle and
loudly berated his challenger

Ihat's impatience

Occasion No. 3: Again at Mac's
Rather than drive through to the
furthest pump, a woman stopped
her car at the This
torced a male w ait
delay he didn't appreciate

"Why couldnt you have shown
a little courtesy and moved up?” he
yelled. “Some people think only of
themselves.

[hat's impatience

In our work-a-day world,
situations continually occur

How do you Hopefully

€114l
rnght-hand

Intersection. a

one closest

MOLOTIsST 1o

SUC N

react?

with tolerance rather than annoy
ance. Hopefully me. too
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newspapers for more thar

In the RBC and McDonald's plaza




