Chekay ends rugby career helping

Guelph to win national title

BY MICHAEL HAYAKAWA

mhavakawa@yrmg.com

Spartans, Chekay recalled
it was Macfarlane who sug-
gested she try rugby to help
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thing she wanted to do

Now in her fourth season
as a member ol the Guelph
L,r»phum rugby team, the

2-year-old Stouffville resi-
dﬁ'nl wanted to go out as a
national champion.

Chekays dream came
true as the Gryphons took
to the Trent University pitch
last weekend and throttled
St. Francis Xavier University
28-0 in the Canadian Inter-
university Sport final

“Considering it was my
last year it was the best way
to leave,” Chekay, a human
kinetics major, said. “Being
part of the team for tour vears
and coming up short in the
last three where we won the
bronze, getting gold was like
a dream come true.”
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Stouffville District Second

ary School grad felt the big-
ges) difference this time was
teamwork

“This time around we

BETHANY CHEKAY

played for each other,” she
said. “We understood what
the team was and that made
the difference.”

Chekay said they had a
litde extra incentive as they
lost to St. Francis Xavier in
last years semifinal by just
one point on a controversial
call.

“That definitely spurred
us on,” she acknowledged.

credited current girls’ physi-
cal education teacher Sharon
Mactarlane in getting her
interested in rugby

Playing basketball for the

“l gabe it a shot and | was
hooked ever since,” Chekay
said.

Along with playing for her

school team, Chekay honed
her skills at the club level by
playing with the Markham
Rugby Football Club girls’
teams when she turned 16.
.. Hoping to become a
teacher, (Chekay returns to
Stouftville District when her
academic year at the Univer-
sity of Guelph concludes to
assist in her former school’s
girls’ rugby program.

She hopes one day the
girls' program can be on a
par with their boys’ program,
which has been dorminant
in the York Region Athletic

Association and provincial

level the last few years.

have a great physical educa-
ton program and with rugby,
it's a game anyone can play
regardless of what their skill
set or their body is.”
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