Thomas has tried to join legion

From page 1

pated in the unveiling of an 8,000-pound
granite recognition stone honouring those
who serve in the Canadian Forces at the York
Regional Police headquarters in Georgina.

Friday morning when the Stoufiville Legion
branch 459 holds its annual Remembrance
Day ceremony, Mr. Thomas will not be there.

Instead, he will attend the ceremony at
Parkview, as he has for many years. He's been
a resident of Parkview for the past 25 years.

Mr. Thomas said he has applied to become
a member of the local legion two or three
times over the years, including back in the
1950s and within the last 25 years, but he’s
“gotten no response. | don't know why.”

Mzr. Thomas said that is not the only reason
why he won't attend the legion’s ceremony.
The other reasons he would not discuss.

“If Stwouffville doesnt want me, | don'
care,” Mr. Thomas said, adding a couple other
legions have asked him to join but he has
turned down the invitations.

Upon hearing about Mr. Thomas' struggle
to become a member, Judy Bond, the legions
president, said she was surprised.

“I would go over and take an application to
him to fill it out,” she offered.

Born in Gamesville, N.Y., Mr. Thomas
family, including a brother Gordon, moved
to Montreal when he was 5. In 1920, the fam-
ily took up residence in Toronto. A self-made
success, Mr. Thomas never advanced past
Grade 4. He honed his skills as a toolmaker
with Acme Screw and Gear, then located on
Weston Road.

Following a move 1o Stouffville, he worked
for several area farmers including Albert
Elson, Joe Winterstein, Bruce Morton and

MEL THOMAS: The Second World
War veteran has been a resident at
Parkview for 25 years.

Richard Williams. ~
In 1935, he married Muriel Williams, Rich-

“ard’s daughter. Prior to her death in 1997, they

celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary.
FRIDAY SERVICE AT LEGION

Tomorrow, Nov. 11, . the legion's first
Remembrance Day service at its new build-
ing, 150 Mostar St., will begin at 10:45 a.m.

About 150 to 200 people attend the annual
wreath-laying ceremony, according to Ms
Bond.

“Its to honour the veterans, to support
the ones who are still living That is what the
legion is all about,” she said.

A lunch will be served by the Ladies’ Aux-
lliary following the ceremony. It is free and
open to all.

with files from John Slykhuis
and Jim Thomas
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Discover |
Better Hearing

atre Hearing
Care Clinic
Important Questions

Are you or someone you know
expenencing the following problems?

e Communicating with
friends or family

Understanding people
IN NOIsSy environments

Hearing the T.V. or
telephone conversations

Feeling socially isolated

Asking people to repeat
themselves on a
continual basis

CALL US TODAY for a =
- HEARING SCREENING TEST
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Christopher Tiede
BHS5c.

Hearing Instrument Specialist (AHIP)

Receive a no obligation hearing assessment to find out
it you need a medical referral to your doctor and if
hearing aids will help you. If hearing aids will help you,
Christopher will work within your budget and provide
the best solution to fit your needs. if you already wear
hearing aids and want them checked or reprogrammed,

% .
‘n ﬁu please call and book an appointment.

Stouffville Clinic Dates:
MON. @ TUES. | WED. | THURS. FRI.

Nov. 21 | . Nov.24

Nov. 29
Dec. 5 | |
Dec. 13

Dec. 9
Dec. 16

Registered with the Ministry of Health
* Most insurance plans accepted * Veterans Affairs « WSIB « ODSP

)

HEARING CARE CLINIC

Call now for your appointment!

N Street, STOUFFVILLE

905-910-0762
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