GOLF CLUB SCANDAL
‘CAN'T HAPPEN HERE'

Richmond Hill Councillor Carmine Perrell
was recently outed for expensing $1.181.29
in golf gear 10-the municipaiity,

That wont happen in Whitchurch-Stoufiville
according to town treasurer Marc Pourvahids.

“When there's a credit card available for use,
generally the usage s at the discretion . of
the user’ he said

Whitchurch-Stoufiville counciliors do not
have corporate credt cards, only the mavor
has one, according to Mr. Pourvahidi.

In terms of expenses, councillors receive $2
per household in their respective wards 10r
communications, conferences and seminars.

Councillors report their expenses in two ways,

according to Mr. Pourvahidi

They can pay out-of-pockeat. provide an
éxpense report and be reimbursed. The other
option IS to0 have an invoice submitted to the
town with the vendor being pawd directly. In
either case, the expenses are vetted by Mr
Pourvahidi, he said

in Richmond Hill, Mr. Perrelii’s apology to the
community for expensing golf equipment has
been made, but his attempt to cover thew
cost through a donaton to the town has
been refused.

Claiming he purchased the equipment “to
save laxpayers money” SO as not to Incur

rental fees when representing the town at
goif tournaments, Mr, Perrelli released a

statement apologizing for the purchase he
said was made in the town's best interests.

“I now understand that good business dec
SIONS and good community decisions can
bé two different things,” he read. “With good
nentions, | made an emor in judgment.
This has been a leaming expenence ... I'm
committed to serving my ward and my town
honestly and honourably. | hope that you'll
give me another chance to prove it”

Another byproduct of the golif clubs purchase
s that Mr. Perrelh eamed a hole-in-one

with his expensed clubs this summer at an
Alzheimer Society of York Region charity golf
| event, winnNiNg a two-year car lease from
! Toronto dealership Lexus on the Park

Mr. Perrelli said he is seeking a cash payout
rather than the vehicle lease and now plans
{0 donate “every penny to a worthy cause n
Richmond Hill"

The prize has yet 10 amve and the councilior
said he s becoming frustrated with the siow
delvery.
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treasurer Marc Pourvahidi.

Councillors, who are part-time in
those two municipalities, earn $44.616
and $38,700 respectively, according to the
report.

Councillors Clyde Smith and Richard
Bartley were particularly adamant about
increasing the mayor’s salary.

“The mayor’s role is absolutely critical
Its a 24/7 job,” Mr. Smith said during the
council meeting, adding it was up there in
importance with that of the town’s CAO

“The job you do for this municipality,
youre underpaid for a long. long time,”
Mr. Bartley told Mr. Emmerson, to which
the mayor replied: “It’s the best job in the
world. | couldn't ask for a better job.”

He also reiterated, however, this will be
his last term.

The roles of mayor and councillor have
cvolved over the years.

"The job you do for this
“municipality, you're underpaid

or a long, long time.’
. £ b

Mr. Hargrave said they are now dealing
with 200-page council meeting agendas
and a $60-million annual budget, along
with countless committee and public
hearing meetings.
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WAYNE EMMERSON: Mayor paid
$42.148 by town compared to
$86.396 Newmarket pays ts mayor

“This is a full-time job,” he told The
Sun-Tribune. “It's not a nine-to-five job,
five days a week.”

Mr. Emmerson, during the council
meeting, also noted: “People are demand-
ing we respond to them within hours, not
days. You can’t do that if you don't check
your computer or laptop two to three
times a day.” |

Mr. Emmerson has a corporate Black-
berry. Councillors do not, nor do they cur-
rently have an allowance for one, accord-
ing to the Nov. |1 report.

I'he notice of motion will be dealt with
at the Nov. 15 council meeting, which
starts at 3 p.m
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The age old recipe is still the best one: Healthy eating + lots of exercise
yieids a healthy wesght. Children need lots of calones for growang, but
heaithy calones. 100 much sugar intake i children can lead to obesty |
and diabetes. Cut out the pop! Make sure your child sees pop and sweets
as an occasional treat and not a daily requirement. The first tme you cut
it down jor out) there will be some resistance. but stay the course and
SO0N walered Cown jusce and an apple wedge or carmot stick will replace |
pop and cookies or candy Add in a steady exercise program - we teach |
Taekwondo, but also play games and even enjoy Hip Hop dance class
here. Any safe and fun activity that gets them mowing each day wil
burn those calones. Last, if you are concerned your child s overweight, | |
please contact your pediatrician and get thew help and insight'

Chris Ridabock is a Black Belt in Taskwondo
and an instructor at STK

www.s-t-k.ca 905.591.4S

il

r

PR E—m——— e —— o —
v

i
Sometimes, you find great deals online Dut there may be a catch You migh! 1:
have 10 make mittiple stops to get to your destination and even discover
that the laxes were not ncluded in the total price
Most online travel sites are not covered by TICO and your money may not De
protected in case the airline or towr aperator goes bankrupt
A travel agent can give you the best avallable rates in the market advise |
you of the pros and cons of booking that particular trip and even find bette

fights and travel arrangements. Your package prce may be the same 1 no!
cheapsr than the online sites

1050 Hoover
Stoutfwilie. Ontarnio
{inside Walmant

mariin travel
tel.: (905) 640-B999

-2 Toll free: 1 (877) 882 9944
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