Stoufhville Sun- Tribune I www.ye

vion.com B Saturday, Oct 15, 2011, 1 2

School board ‘following Health Canada Wi-Fi rules’

the view that wireless Internet in school is
dangerous to students” and question if the
board is relying on outdated information.
Last spring, the WHO classified radio fre-
quency electromagnetic fields as “possibly
carcinogenic to humans” and warranted fur-
ther study. The waming prompted private
schools in Peterborough and Collingwood to
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research shows it is safe.

T'hey produce correspondence from
board officials saying, “neither regional, pro-
vincial, nor national governments in Cana-
da, nor the World Health Organization, share
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replace their Wi-Fi with hard-wired Internet
systems.

The Elementary Teachers Federation is
investigating if wireless technology is safe in
the classroom.

York Region District School Board spokes-
person Licinio Miguelo argues his board’s
information is not out of date, but rather, fol-
lows Health Canada regulations. Tests show
levels of radiofrequency energy emitted from
wireless equipment in the regions schools
fall within the governing body’s health code
limits, he said.

‘Our chuldren are being exposed to
low level, potentially cancer-causing
rmicrowave pulses for six hours a

day, five days a week.’

“If Health Canada changes its advice, we
will look at what'’s happening in our schools,”
he said. “But, at the same time, we need to
look at the learning opportunities this tech-
nology provides to students.” e

More than B0 people attended an infor-
mation session in Newmarket last month to
hear Trent University professor and outspo-
ken Wi-Fi critic Magda Havas weigh in on
the subject.

Christine Marrin, a parent and former

| teacher in Holland Landing, was there.

“We are gravely concemed,” she said.

“Our children are being exposed to low level,"

potentially cancer-causing microwave pulses
for six hours a day, five days a week.”

Did Last Winter
Leave You Feeling Isolated?

Last winter many seniors felt very isolated because of the bad weather. Families and

friends worried that should anything happen to their loved one there was no one

around to know.

At Amica there's always someone around who can be reached at the press of a buzzer,
by a phone call to the front desk or through a confidential word to a staff member.
Before this coming winter leaves you again wishing you had someone close by, come
for a personal tour with family or friends and see for yourself just how comforting,

independent and enjoyable winter... and all the seasons to come can be.
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“Whether the children are using a com
puter or not, they continue to be inundated
with this possible carcinogen ... There 1s sci
ence on both sides of this issue
not behoove us to exercise the precautionan
principle?”

'he parents group hopes to form a coall
tion to have Wi-Fi removed from York schools
The-group meets Oct. 25 at 7 p.m. in the sex
ond floor classroom at The Great Canadian
Superstore, 18120 Yonge St. in Newmarket

For more information, e-mail wifihaz
ards@hotmail.ca or visit safeschools.ca

http:/ /www.hc-sc.ge.ca’éwh -semt/pubs:
radiation/wireless_safe-securit_sansfil-eng

php
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