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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

inconvenient truth. The FIl
programs generate energy that,
when delivered to the consum-
er, will bankrupt us all

Using MicroFIT as an exam
ple, Mr. McGuinty is paying
solar generators 80.5 cents per
kwh generated

For conventional electnc-
ity generation, Ontano is pay-
ing about $0.004 1o $0.006 per
kwh, depending on the source,
which includes purchases from

I'his 1s the highest rate for
electrnicity paid anywhere in the
world and has the potential to
bankrupt the province

While we all should support
a modest premium for green
energy, the Liberal approach
does not meet any sensible cri
teria.

Mr. McGuinty never speaks
about this economic outrage,
preferring to talk about how
‘progressive his government is

and Saturday . N ,
S @ division of the the United States or vanous Au"&‘\h ??:?:ﬁ*\
Metroland Medie modes of local generation in h i3

Group Lid., 3 wholly
Owned subsiiary of
lorstar Corporation. The
Metroland famity of
newspaperns s compnsad
of more than 100 com
munity publications
across Ontano. The York
Regon Media Group
ncludes The Libermi
serving Richmond
Hill and Thomhill,
Newmarket Era, Aurorn
Banner, Vaughan CRizen
Markham Economist
& Sun, Stoufville

Sun-Tnbune . Georgina
Advocate, Bradford West
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{ ntano.
Although 80.5 cents instead
of 6 cents Is unconscionable.

You can read lenters, columns
and stories from The Sun-In
bune on yorkregion.com

Over-"board wit

{ The Liberal newspaper offices
ran like the York Region public
school board, there would be
no paper produced on Rosh
Hashanah. Shellfish and ham
sandwiches would be prohibited in the
lunchroom. And during Passover, no
one could bring in sandwiches at all
Ihat will be all in the name of accom
modating me, the lone observant jJew
working for York Region Media Group.
Ridiculous, yes, but that's much like
the York Region District School Board's
policy that the some 200 schools under
its purview are prohibited from having a

Dave Gordon

basketball team to its annual weekend
SPOorts camp

cven though there are

»

would otherwise only make a token visit
to their Temple. We also hope that field
trips aren't cancelled for an entire month
when the Muslim fast of Ramadan lands
during the school year. _

We do understand the students who
will feel left out if a few hundred other
schoolmates are having a great time on a
held trip. As for the Jewish children who
choose to attend synagogue, it's up to
their parents to instill in them the respect
for and appreciation of observing this
spiritually important day

Itd be a different story altogether if a
teacher intentionally planned an exam

overaccommodation

be found online

Meanwhile, Jewish students can
derive an important lesson in all this

laking on the responsibilities of
religious observance sometimes mean
inconveniences and tough decisions.
Doing what's nght isn't always easy, and
often involves making sacrifices

Recall, it was Sandy Koufax, pitcher
for the Los Angeles Dodgers, who sat out
a World Series game in 1966 when it fell
on Yom Kippur, the holiest day on the
Jewish calendar. Jews arourid the world
felt a great sense of pnde that he made
the right decision, and still do. It'd have

el omes your et field trip on religious days. such as Rosh _ _ n abs - . , .
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Our Thomhill reporter spoke with

al, educational trip to the fair.

unfair, but neither has happened. What

not another. One-size-fits-all is fine for
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which touts itself as a representative
voice for Jews in Canada — who says the
board is doing right

Let's unpack this argument

Demographically, this issue only real
ly affects at best a handful of schools in
I'hornhill that have a significant Jewish
population. Yet a high school in Georgi
na was forbidden to take its junior girls

enough people affected to justify can
celling trips, exams or concerts

It this current policy is allowed to
continue, among many things we feas
for the few Jewish kids in Newmar-
ket is they may be taunted and made
the butt of snickering and harsh looks
when other kids take out their frustra
tons particularly if the Jewish kids

case of needing better calendars

Not to waste a multi-culti opportu
nity, a local councillor has proposed cre-
ating a faith calendar for Markham that
lists the significant holy days, intimating
this would ensure there are fewer sched
wling conflicts in future. But there exists
such a calendar, put out by the school
board, given to each student — and can

want to appear hypocritical or inconsis
tent. But going overboard with religious
sensitivities to make Genules observe
lewish holy days?

[hat’s chutzpah

Uave (soraon 1s asssstant editor of The Richmond
HIL Thormhll Liberal, part of York Region Media Groug




