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Having fun No. 1 with top softball volunteer

HY MICHAEL HAYAKAWA

mhavakawa@yrmg com

When the Whitchurch-Stouttville Softball
Association conducted its year-end house
league tournament, Kelly Matthews was in
attendance

While the longume coach and associa
tion member was on hand 0 watch play-
ers he had tutored, he recerved a pleasant
SUrprise

PLEASANT SURPRISE

When the association announced the
recipient of this year’s volunteer of the year
award, known as the Carl Myers Memorial
Award, the 52-year-old Matthews heard his
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name called out by longume association
president June Doner.

“‘It's very humbling to see the names of
previous winners like Howard Burkholder
and June Doner who have offered remark-
able dedicatuon to softball in Stouffville for
decades. Similarly, having the award pre
sented by Mary Myers (Carl's widow) 1s spe-
cial — she has been very actively involved
with softball around Ontano and is a recent
recipient of the Feaver award (the highest
award presented by the Ontario Amateur
Softball Association). They have set the bar
high but at the same time led the way show-
ing what can be done,” he said.

introduced to the association in 2000

SM4RT LIVING represents the place
we want to go...a future without waste.

You are invited to
any and all of

0 expenences

These SMART LIVING

expenriences will expiore exciting

SM4RT Food

Explore food trends. such as
purchasing locally, reducing food
waste and the role local food will
play in shaping our future

Saturday, September 24, 2011

1030 am to 130 p.m
Aurora Farmers Market, Aurora -
(lunch provided) :

What Really Matters”

Explore how a shift in our ifestyles
can generate greater happiness

Wednesday, October 5 2011
$30pm. o830 pm
Kortright Centre, Vaughan

. .-(difnerprovided)

new possibiiities and ways of

Hving over the next 25 years

SM4RT Studio

Transform old items to new art
while analyzing the importance
we place on 'stuff and our
consumer-arnven values

Wednesday, September 28 2011
530pm to830pm

Markham Museum Markham
(dinner provigded

SM4ART Design

ENvision new ways 10 desigr
our communities for people and
nature to thnve

Wednesday October 12, 2011
530pm toB830pm

Cosmo Music, Richmond Hill
dinner provided)

Register now for SMART LIVING Sessions al
www.SM4RTLIVING.ca If you have any questions
please email us at SMARTLIVING@york ca

The Regional Municipality of York
17250 Yonge Street, Newmarketl, Ontano. L3Y 6Z1
1-855-692-4066

when his oldest son bEd began playing ball,
Matthews said hig first involvement was in
just trying to lend a helping hand wherever he
could with his team

After assisting with those early teams,
Matthews began coaching rep minor ball in
Stouftville in 2002 and continued until last
year -
With Stouftville not fielding a team this
past season, Matthews helped coach his sons’
(Ed and Kevin) teams in Port Perry and Pick-
ering.

But that did not stop Matthews from being
involved with the association.

When hes not coaching, Matthews has
assisted the association with _its league and
playoll scheduling. :

Hes also served on the associations execu
tive as a director, ran a number of provin-
cial and invitational tournaments, acted as
a convenor for both house league and select
tournaments, and worked to help mentor
new rep coaches

Having played the game in his younger
days, Matthews said his involvement in soft-
ball has been a passion

"Softball is a great game and I've always
had a passion for it,” he said. “That makes it
easy to want to give something back to the
game. | played competitively for 25 years and
coached men's ball for 15.

“| have been lucky in Stoufifville 1o have a

lot of great kids play for e and more than my
fair share of supporuve parents, as well as
alued group of parents willing to help out

“The only goals | emphasized were hay
ing fun, always trying your best and alway:
treating every part of the game with respect
— expenencing life while playing a termfi
game and maybe learming something abou
softball along the way”

COACH, EXECUTIVE, MENTOR

Doner said Matthews knowledge of thi
game and dedication to the sport made him a
worthy selection for thus years award

I'hat included pioneenng a junior devel
opment program in 2004

“Kelly 1s one of those rare volunteers thal
are difhcult to fiind and we feel tortunate to
have him as a valued volunteer with the asso
ciation, she said

While being chosen as this year's Carl Myers
Memorial Award recipient was a high point in
Matthews' involverment with the association
he doesnt foresce humself leaving the game
Just yet.

“Both of my sons continue to play compe!
itively and are both now invalved in umpiring
— and 1t doesnt take much arm twisting to
get them to go watch tournaments around
Ontario. My oldest son i1s showing a keen
interest into getting involved i coaching. So
we'll see where it goes,” he said

THE EMERALD ASH BORER (EAB)

is killing ash trees throughout Ontarioe.
Help protect our trees!

FAB has been detected in southern Ontario. The following counties are in the

regulated area Essex (1), Chatham-Kent (2), Lambton (3
Huron (6), Perth (7), Oxtord (8), Nortolk (?), Wellington (10

Middlesex (4 t 11!

Waterloo (11 Brart

.{]2]; Haldimand (13), Homilton (14), Niagara (15), Halton (161, Peel (1 Toron:

(18), York (19), and Durham (20

EAB regulated area in southem Ontario
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tAB s a destructive insect that spreads to new areas when intested
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