All-day
demand
questioned
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In a 10-year penod.

After a few stragglers, 1o whom
she spoke, boarded a bus, the sta-
tion was virtually empty, begging the
question if all-day train service is
warranted vet.

“l think we have to recognize the
workforce is changing. People work at
different times, it's not all about nine-
to-five, Monday to Friday,” she said.

Local commuters would benefit
from not having to run to catch that
last train home, but Ms Bisanz also
touted the potential economic ben-
efits from making it easier to come to
local communities from the city on
weekends to visit farmers markets
and other attractions.

“Theres no question that all-day
transit service to our communities
must happen,” said her Conservative
rival, Frank Klees.

He said he’s advocated for just
that since at least 2003, but the Liber-
al commitment is too little too late.

“Its interesting that now, three
weeks before the election, it appears
as yet one more promise,” he said.
noting the Liberals de-prionitized a
similar plan he pushed as a former
[ransport Minister

I'he PC party has pledged $35-bil-
lilon over the first three years of the
new term and transportation and
transit would be prioritized, he said.

All-day (GO service would be a
priority and the government would

“honour and advance” important,

regional projects like the Yonge sub-
way extension and the final phases
of Viva's bus system, Mr. Klees said

Indeed, Mr. McGuinty’s pledge
IS not an entirely new idea and
improved service was already eyed
as part of GO's 2020 strategic plan.

It envisions all-day, both-way ser-
vice up to Newmarket, Richmond
Hill and Mount Joy on local lines,
running every 15 minutes at peak
hours and every 30 during off-peak.

Commuter service, running half
as often, would continue further
north up to Uxbridge and Barrie,
along with new service on the Rich-
mond Hill [ine to Aurora and through
Vaughan up to Bolton

I'he plan also anticipates a dou
bling of the bus and train fleets and a
look at alternative power sources

“Its a good idea but you have to
do more,” H["il]th} r,rﬂﬂ.hpuﬂ Lon-
sulting director Marty Collier said

Given  current transportation
options its going to take more than
new service 1o get drivers out of their
cars. Part of that, he said, is having
some form of road pricing so drivers
are paying the actual costs of using
”h‘“’\

‘Until we price roads, you're not
going to get the demand,” he said.
“We have to level the playing field
and give drivers an incentive to take
GO Transit.
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Tory MPP Frank Klées says he has been fighting for all-day GO trains since at least 2003.
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Crime Stoppers & Shred-it
invites YOU to bring all unwanted personal documents for shredding

Shred-it mobile truckes v nred your documents for a donation t
Crime Stoppers of

Minimum donations of for shopping bag
and for a bankers box will be gladly accepted.
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THE OFF-PEAK NUMBERS

- loday, only the busy Lakeshore lines have off-peak service. On
the Lakeshore East ine, serving communites like Whitby and
Oshawa, about one-quarter of the 42,100 weekday nders use
the service dunng off-peak hours. Weekend service sees about
8,100 nders on the line, roughly equivalent 0 off-peak weekday
ndership.

* The busier Lakeshore West line, serving communities such as
Mississauga and Oakville, has about 50,000 weekday nders, 2(
per cent of whom board during off-peak hours. They see about
10,000 weekday riders

-The Bame line, serving Maple, Aurora, Newmarket, 1s compara
tively quiet, with about 12.900 weekday nders, with all trains run
nINE dunng rush hour. Nonetheless, it continues 10 grow, ganing
a new train in the moming and the evening starting this month

*ACross the entire GO train system, e}tm-ut 1 1 per cent of nders
use off-peak or weekend service
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