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Keep religion
out of public schools

Re. Public school board
allows religious garherings
yorkregion.com

| do not agree with the
York Region District School

Board's decision regarding the the editor to jmason@yrmg.com
accommaodation of prayers.
it cites “protecting free-
dom of religion”, but I am not L
sure from whom school Objectives.

boards that do not accom-
modate prayers?

| believe a public school
should prepare students to
deal with the real material
world.

How? |

With logic.

laxpayers and parents
agree that logic surely does
students good.

[eachers try to explain
logic in all classes, including
arts, music and physical edu-
cation.

Spirituality is against logic
and does not fit a school’s

issues or others” E-mail letters to

Students should have free-
dom of religion. but not in
public schools, because spiri-
tuality is a completely per-
sonal issue.
Based on the same idea, |
also do not agree with pub-
licly funded Catholic schools.

and stories from The Sun-Tri-
bune on yorkregion.com
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Cycling infrastructure paying dividends

Ost arguments against
bike lanes are absurd.

Consider this: We
have wide roads every-
where to accommodate
most ot which carry only one
I'I"l:‘l""iﬂn.

On either side of many of those
roads, we have pedestrian sidewalks.
In most large urban areas, we also
have bus lanes and transit systems,
such as subways and rapid transit

When cyclists ride on roads, driv-
ers often get annoyed. If they ride
on sidewalks, pedestrians rightly get
angry

Human-powered transportation
will only get more popular as gas
prices rise and the negative conse
gquences ol our car-centric culture
Lncrease.

We should be doing everything we
can to discourage single-occupant
automobile use while encouraging
public transit and the pedestrian and
pedal-powered movement.

in many North American cities,
including Vancouver, where |
commuters scream bloody murder if
it takes them an extra two minutes to
get to their destination by car

l'he reality is drivers are slowed
more by increases in car traffic than

cars,

live.

David Suzuki

by bike lanes.

According to the Globe and Mail.
a study by_Stantec Consulting Ltd
found traffic delays because of bike
lanes in Vancouverwere mostly imag
ined.

Drivers surveyed thought it took
them five minutes longer to travel
along a street with a new bike lane.
Hut the study showed it actually took
from five seconds less to just a min
ute and 37 seconds more

l'heres also the argument that
slowing down car traffic is a good
thing. In some European cities, plan-
ners are finding making life more
difficult for drivers while providing
incentives for people to take tran
sit, walk or cycle creates numerous

benefits from reducing pollution
and smog-related health problems to
cutting greenhouse gas emissions and
making cities safer and friendlier.

In Zurich, Switzerland, planners
have added traffic lights, includ
Ing some that transit operators can
change in their favour, increased the
time of red lights and decreased the
greens, rémoved pedestrian under-
passes, slowed speed limits, reduced
parking and banned cars from many
streets.

In Vancouver, the Stantec study
found businesses along new down
town bike routes initially experienced
minor decreases in sales, but numer
ous strategies were available to over-
come the declines.

In the long run, most cities that
have improved cycling and pedestrian
infrastructure have seen benefits for
area businesses.

Building bike lanes also has eco-
nomic spinoffs, according to a study
from the Political Economy Research
Institute in Amherst, Massachusetts,
titled Pedestrian and Bicycle Infra
structure: A National Study of Employ
ment Impacts.

Researchers found bicycling infra
structure creates the most jobs for a

given level of spending

FFor every $1 million spent, cvching
projects created an average of 11.4
jobs in the state where the project
was located, pedestnian-only projects
created about 10 jobs and multi-use
trails created about 9.6 jobs

h*'f_zrn (¥( fhi‘:- rude on TU:JJ}.
drivers often get annoyed
If they ride on sidewalks,

pedestrians rightly get angry

Infrastructure combining road
Lnnulrmtlmb with pedestrian and
bicycle facilities created slightly fewer
jobs for the same amount of spending
and road-only projects created the
least, with 7.8 jobs per $1 million

One of the main reasons iIs more
of the money for road- building goes
to matenals and equipment, whereas

with bicycle and pedestrian infra
structure, more goes to wages
wnitten with contmbutions from David Suzuh
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