Far from easiest
job in world

t's oft been said, sometimes seriously, that the
position of church pastor is the simplest work in
the world.

You've heard the comment: “Who could
have it easier? They only work a day a week.”

Meaning Sunday.

However, such senseless criticism doesnt always
end there. Some take it a step further and reduce the
labour time to two hours.

Like Sunday morning.

What an illusion.

| know, for, two
months ago when our
church meeting mod-
erator requested a show-
of-hands from attend-
ees willing to do a stint
behind the pulpit dur-
ing summer vacation, |
naively volunteered.

To make martters
more complicated, |
also volunteered my
wife. This necessitated
beating the book, (the
Bible), over the last with Jim Thomas
eight weeks, despite the
fact our date with des-
tiny was only one day. o

That was last Sunday.

I should have known better. For I'd been through
this fix before - 10 years before. And while the outcome
remains vague, | dont recall anyone heading for the
door in disgust or accusing me of heresy or sacrilege.

Such accusations, of course, are always possible.

But even worse, what should happen if no one
showed? What if | found myself looking out on 30
rows of empty pews? With only an echo of my own
voice for an audience? Oh the embarrassment.

Being a conventional Presbyterian, | know what'’s
expected of pastors within my denomination, be they
licensed ministers or common laymen. Few take the
fire and brimstone approach when it comes to ser-
mons. Instead, they're more middle-of-the-road, gen-
tly persuasive rather than egotistically aggressive. -

The same goes for people on the opposite side of
the pulpit, proper to the point of being prim.

However, as with everything else, times are chang-
ing. Not that we endorse dancing in the aisles or even
standing ovations, but we do permit spontaneous
applause and sometimes we laugh a lot.

That's progress, Presbyterian style.

Admittedly, |, too, am a traditionalist. But this
doesn't mean I'm opposed to adjustments as long as
modifications don't transform ordinary worship into
common entertainment.

With some service formats, this is the kind of
enticement we see today, particularly on TV.

So what was the end result?

While nervous as a late-fall leaf on a moulting
maple, the pre-service response set my mind at ease
for smiles cascaded from all corners of the sanctuary
as the faithful infused the melodic sounds of Aaron
Clubine on his amazing steel drums. He, alone, cre-
ated an atmosphere of which most pastors could
only dream. | needed only to stay the course.

The singing, with words projected, was wonderful.
| take no credit for this.

I'he vocal volume, aided by a hymn- lpader plus
organ, piano and drums, almost raised the rafters.

As for time, the entire service lasted one hour. The
sermon spanned 20 minutes. If it's any personal con-
solation, | saw no one checking watches. When this
intrusion occurs, and it sometimes does, it's a sure
sign for the minister to dismount his soapbox.

The simplest work in the world?

No way. I'd describe it as the most difficult.

For me, once in 10 years is quite sufficient.

Jim Thomas 15 a Stoufville resicent who has written for area news
papers for more than 60 years
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illustration alone. But when you consider the flavour,
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be and served as a side.
e AND
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cheddar, as the perfect partaer for grilled lamb dinner.
y are made in the same manner as the with the inclusion

'd'_  cheddar and a few complementary herbs. Serves 3-4 .

— AND LASTLY ~—
We'll be a really nice Dessert Compote using our local
berries. This ﬂﬂﬁdyw&“qhmm
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