SAFETY. More than 5,500 ticketed in York Region

Police blitz distracted drivers

BY JOE FANTAUZZ]
antauzz1@yrmg.com

His eyes trained on an oncoming black
Toyota and his arm cocked, pointing a speed
gun, Const. Andrew Smokum watched the car
pass through the enforcement zone Monday
moming

The driver, however, may not have noticed
the York Regional Police traffic officer, due to
the electronic device he was holding in front
of his face.

As the car whizzed past on McCowan Road,
just north of Bullock Drive in Markham, Const.
Babak Hashemi sped off in pursuit, eventually
pulling over the vehicle in a nearby commu-
nity centre parking lot.

it has been about 21 months since the
distracted driving law, which can lighten your
wallet by $155 if you're caught using a hand-
held device, took effect. After a three-month
grace period, during which offending drivers
were wamed about their behaviour, police
began laying charges Feb. 1, 2010.

Despite that, a number of drivers seen
Monday in Markham seemed not to-be phased
by the legislation — or its potential penalties.

And police have noticed.

York police have written 5,574 tickets for
distracted driving since February 2010, 3,013
of them between January and June this year.

“We see this every day. Its unfortunate,”
Const. Hashemi lamented.

“I'hey re in the car (and) because they're on
the p they dont realize what's going on
around them,” he said as a steady stream of
pedestrians crossed McCowan.

I'he dniver of the Toyota? He was ticketed

=

for distracted driving, not carrying his driver’s
information and violating the terms of his G1
licence by not driving with a fully licenced
motorist, Const. Hashemi said.

York officers will continue writing tickets
until drivers comply with the law, Sgt. Ed Vil-
lamere said. Many motorists initially flouted
seatbelt laws, but today, about 90 per cent of
York motorists buckle up, he noted.

There’s no escape on the major routes if
you want to drive and talk or text.

Ontario Provincial Police have launched
a simultaneous crackdown on the highways
that lasts until Sunday. OPP will stop and ticket
motorists using a hand-held device, such as a
cellphone or other entertainment gadgets.

They will also target motorists who drive
carelessly because they are adjusting the radio,
cating while driving or searching for some-
thing in their vehicle.

Last year across the province, OPY officers
responded to 7,733 collisions where the driver
was deemed to be inattentive or distracted.
Those crashes resulted in 35 deaths, 1,040
injunies and a lot of property damage.

Meanwhile, back on McCowan, Const. Smo-
kum stops a grey Honda for speeding, clocked
at 80 km/h in the posted 60 km/h zone.

Enforcing speed limits continues to be
important because of the number of people
using public transit — which often involves

pedéstrians running from one side of a road to
another, while dodging cars and trying to get
ahead of GO Trains in their path, he said.

A driver using a cellphone is more likely to
be involved in a crash than a metorist focused
on driving, police say.
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