More Tasers for

BY JOE FANTAU ZZI
antauzzi@®yrmg.com

York Regional Police will hand more than
three dozen Tasers to front-line supervisory
officers starting in September.

The move, approved by the York Region
Police Services Board yesterday, is the first
step in a plan the force hopes will more
than triple its cache of the conducted energy
weapon by 2012.

A survey conducted by the York Region
Media Group shows York police is the last
force in the Greater Toronto Area to arm
front-line supervisors with the device.

Regional police in Peel, Durham and Hal-
ton as well as Toronto all have them.

Its a fact of which York Deputy Chief
Bruce Herndge said he was aware.

‘Our people don’t want to be
shooting people.’

“Our front-line people are saying ‘Our
peers have access to this technology.
don't we?’ And, that was one of the motiva-
tions. We've got to support our people.”

The 39 Tasers York police will purchase
this year cost $1,500 each. The police board
has authorized the force to spend $128,434,
which will buy the devices and ancillary
equipment, such as holsters.

Under current provincial guidelines, only
front-line supervisors and tactical officers are
permitted to carry Tasers.

York police have discharged Tasers twice
this year and did so twice last year, Deputy
Chief Herridge said.

“There have been enough decisions com-
ing out of inquiries, inquests, reviews — even
by our own legal people — to say there’s an
element of risk that’s increasing to the orga-
nization,” he said. “Som Is going to say
one day "You had the ability to do this, why
haven't you done it yet? We wanted to stop
that.”

Putting the devices in officers’ hands gives
them another option than drawing a fire-
arm.

“Our people dont want to be shooting
people,” Deputy Chief Herridge said.

And, he said, any officer found to be abus-
ing the weapon will be disciplined.

Because tactical officers are now the only
York officers carrying the weapon, there are
usually only about half a dozen deployed
across the region at a given time. When offi-
cers are confronted with dangerous situa-
tions, police believe making them wait for a
Taser to arrive from elsewhere in the regjon
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can put them in peril.
York police currently own 24 Tasers.
If the second phase of the plan is imple-

mented next year and 46 Tasers are pur- |

chased, more front-line supervisors, along

with supervisors who work with specialized

units such as drugs and vice, traffic or the
courts, would be next in line to get Taser

access, -according to Deputy Chief Herridge

said.
Also influencing the force’s decision was

a 2009 inquest jury that recommended the |

force hand Tasers to all officers permitted to
carry the weapon.

The jury probed the 2005 death of Jeffrey
George Black, 21, who was shot dead by York
police officers responding to a Markham
alarm call.

Muhﬂwmudﬁnimnnﬂtmn
mendamn.DeputyChlef acknowi-
edged equipping more officers with the
device has been on the force’s agenda since
the first were handed to tactical officers in
2002,

High profile incidents involving Tasers,
such as the 2007 death of Polish immigrant
Robert Dziekanski, who died after being
shocked by police at the Vancouver Inter-
national Airport, and what he believes to be
misinformation about the device would have
made it challenging to forge ahead with an
extended rollout earlier, he said.

The final report into Mr. Dziekanski's
death found officers were not justified in

shocking him.

‘Our front-line people are saying
‘Our peers have access to this tech-
nology, why don’t we?’

In a report presented to the board yes-

terday, coroner Dr. William Lucas said the

chief coroner’s office believes Tasers play a
very useful role in police use of force and
he endorses giving the weapon to front-line
SUPervisors.

Police have repeatedly asked the province
to allow trained regular front-line officers
to carry Tasers, but Queens Park does not
appear ready to budge on the subject, Depu-
ty Chief Herridge said.

The Black inquest jury also recommend-
ed the province amend laws that restrict the
use of Tasers to specialized police units and
Supervisors.

50, in the meantime, York is taking an
“intermediate” step by handing the devices
to supervisors, Deputy Chief Herridge said.
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Police widow confronts killer

BY JOE FANTAUZZ]
lantauzzi@yrmg.com

A York police officer’s widow felt as if her
husband had died again when a Newmar-
ket jury convicted his killer of manslaugh-
ter, not murder, April 28.

During a sentencing hearing Tuesday
at the Newmarket courthouse, Sonja Plun-

kett's voice often shifted between sormow

and anger as she described the impact the
death of her husband, Det.-Const. Robert
Plunkett, has had oh her and their three
children, Amanda, Jeff and Matt.

She also expressed her feelings about
Nadeem Jiwa, the 23-year-old man respon-
sible for her husband’s death.

“Hearing the final verdict from the jury
was — and still is — a difficult and almost
impossible emotion to describe,” Mrs. Plun-
kett told the packed courtroom. “] heard the
word manslaughter, but could not believe
it. | was overwhelmed with emotion and
pain and have only felt that way one other
time in my life — the moming of Aug. 2,
MMmlmtoldtlmRnhhadduL

being
ur::lernarﬂmﬂm:wkhvmbmg
empty, Mrs. Plunkett acknowledged there
moﬂumdnmmmmchu:ﬁel'ﬂ
“Nadeem Jiwa, your actions made me
a widow,” she told the Scarborough man,

who was sitting in the prisoner’s dock. “You
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caused this emptiness.”

Mr. Jiwa, who periodically looked down
or stared at the interior of the prisoner’s
dock during the sentencing hearing, showed
no emotion.

Family members and supporters of the
Plunkett family and Mr. Jiwa were in the
courtroom for the hearing.

That neither Mr. Jiwa nor his family have
shown any remorse in the four years since
her husband's death is “unforgiveable”. Mrs
Plunkett told the court.

Recounting her emotional torment, Mrs.
Plunkett said she has spent many nights
awake, trying to remember what her hus-
band looked like while alive and not in his
casket.

She has been diagnosed with depres-
sion, anxiety and post-traumatic stress dis-
order, she said.

When snow fell the first winter after
Det.-Const. Plunkett’s death, she drove to
the cemetery and shovelled snow from her
husband’s grave.

Before Det.-Const. Plunkett was killed,
the couple often dl'il ussed retirement
plans.

“Instead of retirement plans, | was faced
with planning a huge police funeral for
my 43-year-old husband,” she said. adding
every day is a constant struggle.

A sentencing date is set for June 29
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Notice of Liquor Licence
Application

The following establishment has apphied to the
Alcohol and Gaming Commussion of Ontano for a
hquor hicence under the Liguor [icence Act

Application for a Sales Licence

LA CUISINE DE MA MERE
6244 MAIN STREET
STOUFFVILLE (Indoor and outdoor area)

Any resident of the mumicipality may make a
writien submission as to whether the 1ssuance of

the licence 1s in the public interest having regard 10
l the needs and wishes of the residents. Submissions
must be received no later than July 18, 2011. Please
i lude your name ., address and telephone number
If a petition 1s submutted to the. Commission. please
iWentfy the designated contact person Note: The
AGCO gives the apphicant copies of any objections
Anonymous objections are not considered

The personal information gathered 1s collected
under the authorty of the Liguor [icence Act. The
principal purpose of the collection 1s 10 assess
chigibility for the issuance of a hiquor sales licence
Copies of all objections are given to the applicant
I'he information may also be disclosed pursuant
to the # reedom of Informanon and Protecnon

of Privacy Act. Questions about this collection
should be directed to the Manager, Licensing and
Registration, Alcohol and Gaming Commission of
Ontano at the address, telephone numbers or e-mail
address Listed below

Submissions to be sent to: Licensing and
Registration, Alcohol and Gaming Commission
of Omtario, 90 Sheppard Avenue East, Suite 200,
Toronto, ON M2N 0A4. Tel: 416-326-8700 OR
Toll-free in Ontario: 1-800-522-2876.

Fax: 416-326-5555. E-mail: licensing @ agco.on ca
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