Stlent’ farm sector getting boost in Stoufjville, King

BY SANDRA BOLAN
sbolan@yrmg. com

How can the town help its agricultural and
rural businesses?

. That is what municipal staff is hoping to
learn through its King WS Cultivating Busi-
ness: An Agricultural and Rural Business
Retention and Expansion project.

It is a follow-up to the 2006-07 Business
Retention and Expansion project for local
businesses, which resulted in the creation of
a number of initatives including the towns
economic development strategy, employment
land protection policies and the downtown
Stoufiville community improvement plan.

The project is expected to cost $40,000
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with 50 per cent of the funding coming from
the province. The town's portion is $9,425.

Approval for the grant is still pending.

“We have a solid application and we've
spoken to our ministry advisors and they've
been very encouraging,” said Rebecca Mus-
tard, economic development officer for the
fown of Whitchurch-Stouffville.

If funding is approved, the remaining costs
— $10.575 — will be shared between the proj-
ect partners, which are King Township, York

" Region, the York Federation of Agriculture,

the Whitchurch-Stoufiville Chamber of Com-
merce and the King Chamber of Commerce.
The project will look at, in part, individual

business concerns as well as promote aware-

Markham Museum

Check out our new website at
www.artintheparkmarkham.com i

z”

MARKHAM

ECONOMIST

& SUN A

qqqqq

MUSEUM

= I

[nterested artists please call
9'05 943 61 16

Adventure Seekers
hind Great Deals here!

\wvirN' o (oY= A

ACTION &« ADVENITURE

GIFT BOXES

—— i - o o — e

ness of support currently available to busi-
nesses and provide baseline information.

In the 2006 Agricultural Census, it iden-
tified that approximately 45 per cent of
Whitchurch-Stouffvilles land was being
utilized for agricultural production. When
combined with the municipality’s rural area,
they account for more than 80 per cent of its
land base.

“(Agriculture) comes across as a silent
industry. But it's incredibly vibrant in the
area, Ms Mustard said.

If the funding is approved, more than
100 agricuitural and rural businesses will be
surveyed, with about 50 of them from within
Whitchurch-Stoufiville.

“If all goes well, the project will wrap up the
end of March next year,” Ms Mustard said

Eastside Chevrolet Buick GMC is pleased to announce
that Nick Nicolopoulos has returned to their sales team
He has been in automotive sales for over 20 vears and
has a wealth of knowledge to share with vou. Nick

would like to extend an invitation to drop by 10 say hello
at Eastside Buick GMC to all his clients and friends.

EASTSIDE CHEVROLET BUICK GMC

WE SPEAK YOUR LANUAGE

Mandarin, Cantonese, Macedonian, Croatian, Serbian, |
Romanian, Hungarian, Rallan, Arabic, Armenian, Russian, Greek,
Hebrew French, Portugese, Spanish & Hindi, Urdu & English |
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905.475.7373

Cell 416.951.0755
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Crusher Run ¢ Clear Limestone
Screenings * Sand & Gravel

Latarge in North Amerwa is the largest diversified suppher of
construction matenals 'n the US and Canada We produce
and sell cement, ready-mixed concrete, gypsum wallboard,
aggregates, asphalt, and related products and services. Qur

products are used n residential, commercial and public works

CONStruction projects across North America

Contact our local sales office for information
LAFARGE CANADA INC.
Tel: (905) 640-0261
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